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Massimo 

D'Alema 

addresses SI 

Council 

America, and amplified 
throughout the 1990s in every 
continent in the wake of the 
collapse of communism. But, 
'Nothing can ever be taken as 
won once and for all ... We 
deplore the reversals that are still 
so numerous today'. He cited 
current events in Guinea, Belarus 
or the Central African Republic, 
among others, and in particular 
the serious reversals for 
democratisation in Niger and in 
Algeria. 

'Comrades', Mauroy 
concluded, 'we must be able both 
to respond to the urgent 
demands of the present time and 
to project ourselves into the 
century which is approaching. 
The revolution in technologies is 
imposing new modes of 
production. The 
communications revolution is 
making communication easier to 
obtain, but perhaps more 
difficult to decipher. The 
revolution in people's mentalities 
- and particularly equality
between men and women - is
fortunately challenging our
societies and our political
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formations, which often 
spearhead this struggle, and our 
own International itself... It is up 
to us to use these revolutions as 
levers in order to foster the 
values which we claim as our 
own and which are proving to be 
more topical than ever before, 
justifying our struggle to which 
so many are devoting their lives'. 

The mayor of Rome, Francesco 
Rutelli, attended the meeting's 
opening session and brought 
greetings from his 
administration. The city council 
was honoured to welcome a 
meeting of the Socialist 
International, he said, citing the 
organisation's proud tradition 
and the dramatic challenges 
facing it in today's world. 

The Council was also 
welcomed by Italy's national 
government, in the person of the 
deputy prime minister, Walter 
Veltroni. 'The world looks to this 
tribune', Veltroni said, 'as a 
forum where the values and 
strategies to enter the new 
millennium are developed and 
debated'. He attributed the 
recent positive experience of the 
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left in Italy, in joining the 
present government and in its 
first months of office, to the 
willingness to collaborate with 
other reforming forces and to 
'combine the need for rigour 
with the perspective of social 
and political reform'. He spoke of 
the overwhelming duty of the 
left towards the 'millions of 
jobless young people, entire 
generations which might be set 
aside from the development 
processes for ever', as well as the 
great challenge of combatting 
the huge and unjust gap between 
rich and poor countries. 

Pierre Mauroy then 
introduced a special guest, Jose 
Ramos-Horta of East Timor, joint 
winner of the 1996 Nobel Peace 
Prize. Ramos-Horta described the 
invasion of East Timor by 
Indonesia in 1975 as 'a mere 
footnote to the Cold War', which 
had led to slaughter, 
displacement and the violation 
of human rights on a vast scale. 
He thanked the Socialist 
International for its consistent 
stance in favour of the right of 
the East Timorese people to self
determination, freedom, peace 
and dignity, and said that 'the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks and 
South Africa's transition to 
democracy give us renewed hope 
in that they demonstrate that 
seemingly intractable problems 
can be resolved if there is 
political will and vision by all 
involved'. 

The Middle East 

At last year's XX Congress -of the 
Socialist International, Fatah, the 
largest party in the Palestinian 
Authority, was admitted as an 
observer member. SI Vice
President Shimon Peres, leader of 
the Israel Labour Party, and 
Yasser Arafat, president of the 
Palestinian Authority and leader 
of Fatah, both attended the 
Council meeting in Rome, where 
they greeted one another for the 




































































