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DISARMAMENT-THE FIRST 

STEP TO SECURITY 

The great challenges of the present and the future can only be met if we put disarmament 
into practice on a large scale and worldwide. But let there be no doubt, international 
security is threatened not only by weapons of mass destruction and over-armament, but 
also by the global destruction of the environment, excessive consumption of energy and 
raw materials, overpopulation, and the unfair terms of the world economy. We know, or 
at least we can guess, that disputes over distribution and movements of migrants can 
endanger security just as much as ethnic and religious tensions tending to violent 
eruption, or the persecution of minorities and other serious violations of basic human 
rights. 

Peace and development, the protection of human rights and the global environment 

The destruction of 

weapons is vital, but it is 

only one of the elements 

needed for the 

achievement of global 

security, argues Willy 

Brandt, president of the 

Socialist International. 
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Building trust: a French 

soldier (centre) examines 

Russian weapons 
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are the great challenges we face now and for the future. We shall certainly not be able to 
master these challenges by military means - on the contrary, they only serve to reinforce 
the conviction that there must be radical disarmament, in Europe and worldwide. 

At least - and we should gratefully acknowledge this - the threat to humankind of a 
nuclear war between the nuclear super-powers has been banished by the overcoming of 
the East-West confrontation which had been with us for decades. The 'great' have quite 
rightly been lauded for this historic achievement, which has been brought about more 
by ideological than by military disarmament. But those ordinary people whose untiring 
educational work played its part in this massive change of consciousness should not be 
forgotten. The peace movements have been more successful than they might themselves 
realise. 

Despite all the insecurities which characterise the new situation in the world, one thing 
at least seems certain: the present leadership in the Kremlin is also committed to 
disarmament. Only recently, the presidents of Russia and the United States announced 
a further reduction in 'strategic' nuclear weapons. It also seems to be agreed that the 
arsenals of so-called tactical weapons should disappear. 

There remains, however, the question of whether Moscow's intentions will be followed 
everywhere in the former Soviet Union. In the light of the immense political difficulties, 
as well as the economic, social and ethnic problems, and the historical burdens within 
the Commonwealth of Independent States, we cannot ignore the fact that new nuclear 
powers have emerged by 'cell division'. It is no coincidence that proliferation has become 
a crucial issue. It is not difficult to imagine other countries with nuclear ambitions 
wanting to tap 'Soviet' know-how.It is naive to assume that the leader in Baghdad was 
the only one interested in nuclear know-how. It was already known, before the recent 
admission by Pakistan that it is capable of producing nuclear weapons, that others in the 
Middle East were ahead of Iraq. At least six other developing countries are quite close to 
making a nuclear bomb, and could have the capability to build delivery systems within 
the next decade. 

If we are also aware of the comparatively simple manufacturing process for chemical 
and biological weapons of mass destruction, we may indeed be frightened - especially 
since the established nuclear powers still have more than full arsenals of atomic, 
biological and chemical (ABC) weapons. 

Certainly for collective security it would be sensible to destroy these devilish things on 
a worldwide scale and under monitored conditions. However the world is far from always 
governed by sensible judgement, tending rather to be dominated by states which are in 
competition with one another. As far as heads of state are concerned, not a few still agree 
with Machiavelli, who advised his Prince that: 'since it is difficult to be both at the same 
time, it is much safer to be feared than to be loved'. Nevertheless the conviction is growing 
even among power-conscious realists that the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
can only be prevented or counteracted by systems of collective security. 

Whereas collective security was scarcely feasible during the cold war era - since two 
heavily armed alliances were confronting each other - the chances of realising this 
concept have improved considerably since the beginning of the 1990s. A clear indication 
of this is the renewed interest in the United Nations. Even in places where the power of 
veto has for decades undermined the aims of the organisation's charter, the spirit of San 
Francisco seems suddenly revived. What the founders of the United Nations conceived 
in San Francisco - a collective security system with powers of sanction against those who 
would disturb the peace - has now come to be understood, and not only in New York, as 
the central mission of the United Nations. 

In order to avoid possible misunderstandings which might have occurred through the 
association of the UN with the Gulf war, I would like to stress again the following: a 
collective security system should and indeed must be capable of preventing wars. 
Obviously the United Nations was not (yet) ready for this during the Gulf conflict. If we 
want to go beyond the experience of the past there are two things we must strive for: 
- firstly a strengthening of the United Nations, whose organs must be given the means
of recognising conflicts at an early stage, containing them, and solving them peacefully
if possible;
- secondly, and simultaneously, regional security systems must be extended and
institutionalised.

The new secretary general of the United Nations, our former vice-president, Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, supports both these aims. Through his long experience in diplomatic and 
political circles over many years he knows only too well that in his own region the notion 
of collective security has for the Middle East been a mirage and for Africa non-existent. 
This was a factor in his considerations when applying for the difficult UN post; he knows 
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same, we should look further than our own 
noses and try to ensure that a substantial 
part of the peace dividend is set aside for 
international cooperation. 

Whether a ten per cent share is too low 
or a third share too high is, and of course 
should be, a matter for discussion. This is 
also the case with so-called 'burden sharing'. 
A division of labour is of course sensible, but 
this should not lead the OECD countries to 
look only towards the East and simply ignore 
the justified expectations of the South. I 
simply do not consider it fair or wise to 
shrink from shared global responsibility by 
merely citing the limits of national capacity. 

Global interdependency must not 
become a mere slogan. On the contrary, the 
very real risks of the holes in the ozone layer 
and the concern about global warming in 
particular should lead us to a re-evaluation 
of interdependent development. If we do 
not learn very quickly to produce with less 
waste and to reduce ludicrous consumer 
demands, we will be to blame for the march 
towards a multitude of world disasters. 
Seeking to save the environment of the well
off will necessarily imply cooperation with 
the 'have-nots'. I do hope therefore that at 
the forthcoming Rio conference we will not 
only hear judicious speeches, but the 
environment will be treated as an urgent 
priority in terms of international security. 

Isolationism and excessive armament 
do not offer anybody, in any country or 
continent, a promising option for the future. 
A narrow outlook on the world would sooner 
or later have its own bitter consequences. 
Anyone who thinks that the question of 
peace has been solved by the overcoming of 
the East-West confrontation is of course 
mistaken. On the contrary, there are a 
number of indications, in more than one 
part of the world, that potential conflicts 
which have been brewing for a long time are 

about to erupt . 
We are still miles away from a world order in the positive sense of the term, despite some 

verbose claims to the contrary. What we are facing at this time is world disorder on a 
frightening scale. In this period of transition we are obliged to live with many uncertainties; 
the creation of more solid world structures will take time. But if we take seriously the 
justified concerns of all parts of the world, and if we take measures to try and ensure that 
unhealthy trends are limited and reversed, we are perhaps already making a contribution 
to the future of this - our only - world. ■
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LA LOI PUNIT : 

■ !'injure racial& publlque : 6 jours a 6 mois d'emprisonnement - 150 a 150.000 F d'amende. 

■ la dillamation racial& publlque • 1 mois a 1 en d'empnsonnement • 300 a 300.000 F d'amende ; 

■ ta lffllVOC8llon a la dlscrlmlnalion, a la haJne ou a la violence raclale ou rellg1euse . 1 mo1s a 1 an d'empnsonnemenl 
2.000 a 300.000 F d'amende 

■ la contestatfon de l'ex,stence des cnmes contra l'humanite 1 mo,s a 1 an d'empnsonnement • 2.000 a 3 000 F 
d'amende: 

■ l'apologie des crimes de guerre, des crimes contra l'humanite ou des cnmes de collaborat,on avec rennem, 1 a 
5 ans d'empnsonnement - 300 a 30.000 F d'amencle , 

Le Mlnlstre de l'lnteneur peut interd1re la circulat1on, la distnbution ou la m,se en vente en France des pub· ca ons 
etrangeres ou de provenance etrangere en raison de fa place la1te a la haine ou a 1a d,scrim,nat on rac,a 1e Gene 
Infraction peut entrainer safsle admln1Strative et poursultes penales. 

■ le refus par un partlculier, personne physique ou morale, de foum1r un bien ou un service en raison de l'ethme de la 
natlonallle, de la race ou de la rehgton du demandeur : 2 mo1s a 1 an d'empnsonnement • 2.000 a 20 ooo F d'amende 

■ le comportemenl d'un particuller, personne physique ou morale, qui aura contribue a rendre plus d1H1c1le I exerc,ce 
d'une quelconque aotlv,te econom1que en raison de l'ethn1e, de la natlonallt13. de la race ou de la religion du 
demandeur · 2 niols a 1 an d'emprlsonnement • 2.000· a 20.000 F d'amende. 

■ le refus par un fonctionnaire ou agent public du benefice d'un droil a une personne en raison de sa race ou de sa 
religion · 2 mois a 2 ans d'emprlsonnement • 3.000 a 40.000 F d'amende ; 

■ le comportement d'un fonctlonnaire ou agent public qui aura conlribue a rendre plus difficile l'exercice d'une 
quelconque ac1iv1te econom1que a une personne en raison de sa race ou de sa religion : 2 mois a 2 ans
d'empnsonnement • 3.000 a 40.000 F d'amende 

l.Oi du .?9Ji;:L'Ot 18tl1 romp,'6too 11otnmmon1 p.1r l€'S lo,s do5 1c, julffm 1972. 31 dii-cembro 1987 or t31wlle1 1990 

Cod<J ,OOnal com.pMto nor,,mmont p.1r los f.Ols do$ 25 JU�l 1985, 301uilJot 1987 er t31u1;:c1 1990 

LES HOMMES NA/SSENT ET D,UR 'N. t/BRES ET EGAUX EN DRO/T 
Declaration des Droits de l'Homme et du Citoyen - article Premier 

'Expressing racism or- an_tis.emitism is a crime' 
Poster from the French Ministry of the Interior 




