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AN ACTIVE COMMITMENT TO PEACE 

The Socialist International's permanent commitment to peace and 

disarmament has been reflected forcefully in two very different 

areas of the world this year. 

In February, an SI mission was on hand in the jungles of Colombia 

at a unique moment of Colombia's political development. The 

M-19 guerrillas, foresaking the armed struggle for the electoral one,

yielded up their weapons to the SI delegation, in accordance with

the request of both the Colombian government and the guerrillas.

The weapons were passed over to a foundry for melting down.

Carlos Pizarro, the M-19 leader, was later assassinated during the

presidential election campaign, but his movement's action - and

the SI's part in it - was already part of Colombia's history. It was an

event in which all who were involved could take a justifiable pride.

Less dramatic, but no less important, was the achievement of 

agreement at the Cairo meeting of the SI Council on a resolution 

about the Middle East. That resolution, whose full text is published 

in this number, is also part of the annals of the Middle Eastern peace 

process. 

The continued violence in Colombia and the lack of a peace 

agreement in the M-iddle East are not blunting the SI initiatives. 

Quite the reverse. 
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important role in the common intellectual project of the Europe 
of the future, very important because of the role of its 
parliamentarians. At the same time, political integration in the 
framework of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) is increasingly important. 

We need new all-European security structures. No doubt, 
there must be a continuation of existing structures, but there 
must, too, be a change in these structures. NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact have to be transformed into alliances with more political 
aspects which will dissolve in an all-European security system. 
But the new Europe which is developing has itself to fulfil 
important tasks. It cannot and must not be that Europe is only 
concerned with itself. The unification process in Europe must not 
be realised at the expense of the third world. This is the declared 
aim of the GDR's foreign policy. 

The construction of a market economy by the peoples of 
Eastern Europe - necessitated by our common experience of a 
centrally controlled economy which does not work - does not at 
all mean that we adore the market economy. We know its problems. 
We do not want to live at others' expense, and we know at the 
same time that we do. 

We will use our strength, for the moment very small, for the 
solution of the global and international economic problems. I 
think of unjust structures of world economy and trade, of the 
indigence and the hunger of the South, the debt problem and the 

world-wide ecological problems. All this is closely linked to the civilisation 
which Europe produced. It will be a central task of the new Europe to contribute 
to a new, transformed civilisation. 

Meanwhile we Germans want to unite, and we are glad that this is recognised 
by the powers which were victorious in the Second World War as well as by 
Germany's neighbours. This is important for us. But at the same time the 
unification of Germany will be a step towards a united Europe. This step we 
intend to take. 

As we look to the West, we do not want to turn our backs on the peoples in 
the East. Over the past forty years, we bore a common burden. And, as I have 
already said, it was a common experience to shake off the yoke of Stalinist 
power. We want to preserve this common ground. 

Together we want to take part in erecting a new Europe. Berlin was once the 
symbol of the division of Europe. That wall has now gone. We want Berlin, as 
the capital of a unified Germany, to be at the same time a European and open 
city. Berlin is situated in the �entre of Europe, not in the east. The Berlin­
Warsaw-Moscow line will be of central importance for the Europe of the future. 
The Soviet Union, too, will be integrated into the new Europe in the fields of 
economy, politics and security. We consider attention to the interest of the 
Soviet Union a matter of interest to ourselves. There must never be a threat to 
other states arising from Germany. A significant reduction of the offensive 
capability is necessary, which takes into consideration the fears of the Soviet 
Union concerning Central Europe. 

We know that we are facing difficult talks in the framework of 'Two-Plus­
Four', the consultations between the two Germanies and the four allied powers. 
We also know that the solution will not be lasting if the interests of all parties 
are not taken into account. But we need such a solution, because it will 
determine the future. The unification of Germany must not result in instability 
in Europe. We want a democratic Germany whose internal structures and 
attitud�s to the outside world will be _determined by conscious self-determination 
of the people. 

Respect for human rights and basic human liberties, democracy and freedom, 
will not only be fixed in the constitution, but will be a living reality. It will be 
a Germany which does not tolerate race hatred, hostiliW against foreigners, 
political terror and arbitrary suppression of people holding different opinions. 
We want a Germany which is a good partner to the other peoples, a partner in 
greater justice and solidarity, in human rights and in democracy. In the 
framework of the Socialist International, we social democrats are already 
experiencing such a partnership. 
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portunity to discuss with the party 
leadership its application for mem­
bership of the Socialist International. 

It was a heartening experience to 
head an SI delegation of twenty mem­
ber parties to Chile to observe the 
elections held on 14 December 1989. 
The members of the delegation ob­
served the voting process in differ­
ent areas of my homeland and wit­
nessed an orderly election, which 
resulted in a resounding victory for 
the Coalition for Democracy. To­
gether with many leaders of SI 
member parties, I also attended the 
inauguration on, 11 March 1990, of 
the new Chilean government, 
headed by Patricio Aylwin. It includes 
SI vice president and Radical Party 
leader Enrique Silva Cimma as for­
eign minister. 

In mid-January, an SI mission vis­
ited Nicaragua to observe the elec­
tion campaign and a delegation also 
witnessed the voting process of 2S 
February. A statement issued by the 
delegation congratulated all politi­
cal forces in the country on the 
holding of free and fair elections 
and expressed our confidence that 
the new government would continue 
the progress, development and 
commitment to social justice which 
had characterised Nicaragua since 
the revolution of 1979. 

On 17 and 18 January, the SI Com­
mittee for Latin America and the 
Caribbean met in Quito. Our com­
rade, the president of Ecuador, 
Rodrigo Borja, opened the meeting. 
Discussions focussed on the prob­
lem of drug trafficking, external debt 
and democracy in Latin America. 
Resolutions were also adopted on 
the situation in Haiti, Panama and 
Puerto Rico. 

This was a productive meeting, 
but it was overshadowed by the as­
sassination in Guatemala of our dear 
comrade Hector Oqueli, as he was 
on his way to join us. Immediately 
following the meeting, a number of 
participants and I travelled to El 
Salvador and Guatemala together 
with Guillermo Ungo to express our 
concern and outrage to the authori­
ties. In the absence of any satisfac­
tory outcome of the investigations 

the SI has charged a leading U.S. 
human rights expert with the exami­
nation of these on our behalf. 

A delegation of the Socialist Inter­
national, including representatives 
of ten parties observed the general 
elections held in the Dominican 
Republic on 16 May. They watched 
the voting process and met repre­
sentatives of the Dominican Revolu­
tionary l'arty, PRD, an SI member, 
whose leader Jose Francisco Peiia 
Gomez was a presidential candidate. 

Also in February, the second SI­
ICFTU joint conference on 'Peace 
and Democracy in Central America' 
took place in Guatemala City. With 
this second joint event, successful 
co-operation between our two inter­
national organisations was further 
consolidated and we shall be look­
ing at the opportunities for joint 
activities in the future, both in Cen­
tral America and elsewhere. We are 
now in the process of establishing a 
joint Central America working group. 

At the other end of this continent 
- Southern Africa has been at the 
forefront of world attention. The suc­
cessful struggle of the people of
Namibia led to a long awaited inde­
pendence. The Swedish foreign
minister Sten Andersson represented 
the Socialist International on the day 
Namibia became a free nation.

The Southern Africa Committee 
will soon meet in the Netherlands at 
the invitation of its chairman, dep­
uty Prime Minister Wim Kok, to draw 

up detailed plans for the next stage 
of our contribution to the struggle 
in South Africa. 

There is one struggle for democ­
racy in Asia which must not be for­
gotten. The International has been 
in the last months in close contact 
with our friends from the Nepali 
Congress Party supporting their suc­
cessful efforts for democracy in the 
kingdom. 

On 8 and 9 March, an important 
and concrete step towards peace and 
disarmament in South America was 
taken when the Socialist International 
went to Colombia to receive the arms 
handed over by the M-19 at the re­
quest of this guerilla movement and 
the government of Colombia and to 

supervise the destruction of these 
weapons. An international commis­
sion appointed by the Socialist In­
ternational, consisting of Lieuten­
ant-General Ermei Kanninen (retired) 
of Finland; Dr Frank Barnaby of Great 
Britain• former director of the Stock­
holm International Peace Research 
Institute, SIPRI; Heinrich Buchbin­
der, from the Social Democratic Party 
of Switzerland; and General Ernesto 
Uzcategui (retired) of Venezuela, 
accompanied by military aides, re­
ceived the arms from the guerrilla 
movement. In this way, following 
an agreement with the Colombian 
government, the M-19 incorporated 
itself into civilian life. Tragically, the 
M-19 leader and presidential candi­
date Carlos Pizarro subsequently
became the third Colombian presi­
dential candidate to be asassinated
during the current electoral cam­
paign. 

lllonetheless this important initia­
tive of the M-1 9 and the Colombian 
government as well as the SI in­
vol-.ement must be seen as an im­
portant example of a successful peace 
euort. 

Tl-e Si's ongoing commitment to 
peace ,vas once again evident when 
the Disarmament Advisory Council, 
SIDAC, carried out a successful mis­
sion to Washington on 14-15 May. 
The ten-party delegation led by 
SIDAC chair Kalevi Sorsa, of Finland, 
had valuable discussions with US 
representatives at a particularly 
crucial penod in the disarmament 
process. 

The activities of the past six 
months, which I have summarised 
in this report, have served to under­
line two important political facts. 
They are, firstly, the continuing and 
growing vitality of democratic so­
cialism, and secondly, the interest 
in our ideals which exists in those 
regions where, for one reason or an­
other, social democrats have not 
yet fully established themselves. 

I have no doubt that our Interna­
tional will continue to foster that vi­
tality and to encourage that inter­
est. 





Alfonso 

Guerro (left) 

and Pierre 

Mouroy ·in 

Cairo 

I RESOLUTION ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 
1990 will be a year of remarkable change 
in southern Africa. The independence of 
Namibia and the release of Nelson 
Mandela are important sigm of this 
change. The Socialist International wel­
comes these positive developments. 

The independence of Namibia was the 
combined result of the relentless struggle 
of the Namibian people and its libera­
tion movement, SWAPO, and the efforts 
of the United Nations. The independ­
ence process under the guidance of the 
UN has set a precedent of historic impor­
tance. The UN has proven its ability to 
act in difficult circumstances. The So­
cialist International calls upon the inter­
national community to use this valuable 
experience in other areas of conflict. 

Now that Namibia is independent 
under a democratically elected govern­
ment and under a constitution that 
guarantees human rights, this country 
needs the support and the cooperation 
of the richer countries in bringing about 
a peaceful economic transformation. 

The Socialist International fully sup­
ports the position taken by the UN Secu­
rity Council in its resolution 432 (1978) 
to reintegrate Walvis Bay in the state 
territory of Namibia. 

The winds of change have also touched 
upon South Africa. The release of Nelson 
Mandela and the partial measures of the 
South African government with respect 
to the release of political prisoners and 
the state of emergency mark an impor­
tant turnabout in the struggle against 
apartheid though the basis of apartheid 
is still unshaken. The release of Mandela 
is a success not only for the black popu­
lation but for all those outside South 
Africa who have fought against the inhu­
manity of apartheid. The talks between 
the ANC and the South African govern­
ment may be the beginning of a process 
that leads to the dismantling of apart­
heid and to free and fair elections .. 

However there are still many prob­
lems to be solved before real negotia­
tions can begin. The state of emergency 
should be lifted and all political prison­
ers released. 

The Socialist International calls upon 
the South African government to take 
these steps and - more important - to 
finally state its goals with respect to the 
forthcoming negotiations. 

The Socialist International calls for the 
implementation of the UN General As­
sembly Declaration on South Africa of 
14 December 1989, which is based on 
the Harare declaration of the Organisa­
tion of African Unity and which gives 
conditions and guidelines for the proc­
ess of negotiations, and a programme of 
action for the international community. 

Only by accepting a democratic, united 
and non-racial South Africa, equal rights 
and the principle of one person - one 
vote, can the South African government 

Chuyl Hatch 

convince the world that it is working 
towards the end of apartheid and not 
towards its reform. 

In this connection the Socialist Inter­
national will carefully note the voices 
of the black population. 

As long as this commitment is lack­
ing, pressure on South Africa must be 
continued. To stop sanctions now would 
mean the risk of interrupting the proc­
ess towards total abolition of apart­
heid. 

The Socialist International fully ap­
preciates the important role of the ANC 
and other democratic organisations and 
calls upon its member parties to sup­
port these organisations in building new 
political structures towards a new South 
Africa. 

The Socialist International also calls 
upon its member parties to propose to 
their national government to negotiate 
new cultural treaties based on the prin­
ciple of full racial equality. 

The Socialist International reiterates 
that lasting peace and stability in south­
ern Africa can only be achieved when 
the apartheid regime in South Africa is 
eliminated and South Africa becomes a 
united, democratic and non-racial coun­
try. Stability in the region also depends 
on continued support for the Front line 
States, especially Angola and Mozam­
bique. 

RESOLUTION ON 
AFGHANISTAN 
Only a political solution is capable of 
bringing peace to Afghanistan. The Af­
ghan people must decide on their own 
path through free elections. We wel­
come the fact that the government in 
Kabul has also announced the first steps 
in the right direction. We welcome the 
otter of the former King of Afghanistan 
lo assist in the search for peace. 

We ask our political friends in Paki­
stan to help in the search for a political 
solution. 

RESOLUTION ON 
KASHMIR 
o l:a.s:,m1r, the tension between India 

a..,d Pa•rstan is increasing and the risk of 
Yra• between the two countries is grow­
ng. 

-,.,e Socialist International is concerned 
at :tie growing tension between India 
aro Pakistan and calls on both countries 
toa•oid any further escalation of tension 
�.-,o �o redeploy their armed forces to 
oeace-time locations. 

-"e Socialist International urges the 
go,er"menu of India and Pakistan to 
ope,, a dh1ogue to achieve a peaceful 
sett,er-ient of the Kashmir dispute in ac­
cordarice witll the applicable United 
-.a1.oris :Iese Jtions and the spirit of the 
S.. rr a .\gce1:me111. 

-!le Soc,a ist hternational requests the 
go-..e·��'lts o: ndia and Pakistan to al­
ow ·1 to pla> a concillatory role to pro­

r:-tGie u, s o•alogue. 

RESOLUTION ON 
ERITREA 
-re Socia isl. lnternc1tlonal expresses deep 
conce•n 'or :ne sltuation in the Horn of 
.\'r'cc1. 

Alt!\ough discussions have started be­
tweer the Ethiopian government and 
represent.itwes of the Eritrean people -
who have been fighting for the last 30 
yean for their right to self-determina­
tion - th,s negotiation is not making any 
progress. In the meantime a bloody and 
destructive war is going on with the 
danger of new terrible famines. 

Therefore the Socialist International 
asks that the peace process should be 
strongly resumed. To this end, it is nec­
essary to give a more significant role to 
the international community, also remem­
bering the UN Resolution on Eritrea of 
1952 that recognised to the Eritrean 
people the right to choose its own gov­
ernment, a right which was afterwards 
completely violated by the Ethiopian gov­
ernment. 



HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

MEETS IN PRAGUE 

At the meeting of the SI 
Committee on Human Rights 
which took place in Prague on 
26 March, the main theme of 
discussions was 'The State of 
Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms in 
f.astern and Central Europe'. 

The meeting, chaired by 
Peter Jan kowitsch of the 
Socialist Party of Austria, was 
attended by the SJ secretary 
general and representatives of 
SI member parties in Belgium, 
Finland, France, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Great 
Britain, Israel, Italy and 
Venezuela, together with 
representatives of the 
Czechoslovak Social 
Democratic Party; the Social 
Democratic Union of Slovenia; 
the Social Democratic 
Association of the USSR, the 
European Parliament and the 
European Parliament Socialist 
Group, and experts on human 
rights questions from Austria 
and from the International 
Helsinki Federation. Antonin 
Baudisch, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Czechoslovak 
Federative Republic also 
attended the meeting and 
welcomed the SI Committee 
members on behalf of his 
government. 

Gerald Nagler, general 
secretary of the International 
Helsinki Federation, gave an 
overview of the human rights 
situation in Central and 
Eastern Europe, pointing to a 
number of areas of future 
concern, whilst In no way 
wishing to detract from the 
celebration of general changes 
and improvements. These 
areas included economic and 
social problems in the fast 
changing societies; rapidly 
increasing unemployment 
which would particularly 
affect the least educated, 
often including ethnic 
minorities; and the resurgence 
of extremism and prejudice in 
societies liberated from state 
repression. He drew 
participants' attention to the 

recent establishment of a 
Helsinki monitoring group in 
Moscow, and also expressed 
the hope of the Helsinki 
Federation for future 
cooperation with the Socialist 
International Committee on 
Human Rights. 

Oleg Rumjantsev, co-chair of 
the Social Democratic 
Association of the Soviet 
Union, reported on the 
situation there, pointing to 
the contradictions between the 
authorities and civil society, 
between the centre and the 
republics, and between the 
reformist and conservative 
sections of society. 

The committee also heard a 
report from Eric Modic of the 
Social Democratic Union of 
Slovenia. He pointed to the 
economic, political and 
national problems confronting 
Yugoslavia, and the 
repercussions of this last also 
on nei�hbourin� countries. He 
stressed that his own party 
advocated moving towards a 
confederal structure. 

Jiri Horak, chair of the 
Czechoslovak Socia I 
Democratic Party, assured the 
meeting that there was now 
no problem of human rights 
abuse by the state in his· 

country. However, the 
establishment of a democratic 
system and of a human rights 
regime, did not automatically 
put an end to individual's 
violations of each other's 
human rights, nor to 
discrimination against 
minorities. . 

The committee's discussions 
strongly emphasised that the 
question of human rights is 
closely related to the strength 
or weakness of democracy in 
a country and that the 
individual needs protection 
not only against human 
rights violations perpetrated 
by the state, but also against 
those perpetrated by other 
individuals or agencies. 

The committee discussed 
the situation in the Baltic 
republics and adopted a 
statement on Lithuania (see 
box below). 

The committee went on to 
d!scuss the proposal for a 
Socialist International Ten­
Point Plan for Refugees and 
Asylum Seekers, with 
particular reference to a 
humane immigration policy 
in the changing Europe. lt 
was agreed that work should 
continue on the drafting of 
such a document. 

STATEMENT ON LITHUANIA BY THE 

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL 

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Socialist International Committee on Human Right5 expresses deep 

concern at the rising tensions In regard to sthe future status of Lithuania 

and the other Baltic Republics. 

The SI Committee on Human Rights calls on all sides to avoid actions 

which increase tension and, while upholding basic human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, to proceed without delay towards a process of 

negotiation opening the way to a peaceful and mutually satisfactory 

resolution of the present conflict. 
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ROMANIA: SI SENDS FACT-FINDING MISSION 

AND ELECTION OBSERVERS 

A mission of the Socialist 
International visited Romania 
from 8 to 11 April, at the 
invitation of the Romanian 
Social Democratic Party, 
which was newly founded on 
8 January this year. Headed by 
Peter Jankowitsch of the 
Austrian Socialist Party, the 
mission included Luc Levy, 
French Socialist Party; Yuria 
Lavan, MAPAM, Israel; Alberto 
Benzoni, Italian Socialist 
Party; Maarten van Traa, 
Labour Party of the 
Netherlands; Santiago Perez, 
Spanish Socialist Workers' 
Party; Jan Hodann, Swedish 
Social Democratic Party. 

The SI group, in a three-day 
programme, held extensive 
meetings with the leadership 
and other members of the 
Social Democratic Party, and 
with representatives of the 
National Peasants' Party, the 
National Liberal Party, the 
'Social Dialogue' and 
government representatives. 

Soc;a/ 

Democratic 

Party leader 

Sergiu 

Cunescu 

Some three months after the 
collapse of the Ceausescu 
regime, and in the run-up to 
the elections to be held in 
May, the members of the 
mission noted that the 
political landscape was still 
somewhat contradictory and 
confusing. The founding of 
some 70 political parties in 
Romania, some of an ethnic or 
local character, certainly bore 
witness to a degree of 
liberalisation and 
democratisation. The most 
important elements emerging 
were on the one hand the 
National Salvation Front, now 
transformed into a poliUcal 
party, and on the other 1rhe 
historically traditional parties, 
including the Romanian Social 
Democratic Party. Other quite 
new groups, for example the 
Social Dialogue had as yet no 
clear profile as political 
parties, but were acting as 
social pressure groups. 

The mission further noted 

the numerous newly founded 
newspapers and extensive 
freedom of speech and the 
founding of free trade unions. 

However, they also noted a 
general political climate of 
fear and anxiety, especially in 
the regions farthest from the 
capital, and widespread 
wariness of party politics. 

Subsequently, an SI 
delegation was in Romania to 
observe the elections held on 
20 11ay. The delegation was 
led by Santiago Perez, Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party, and 
included Gabriella Traxler, 
Austrian Socialist Party; Steve 
Lee, �ew Democratic Party, 
Canada; Sonia Mink and Luc 
Levy, French Socialist Party; 
Freimut Duve, Social 
Democratic Party of Germany; 
Arduino Agnelli, Italian 
Socialist Party; Bert Koenders, 
Dutch Labour Party, and Ewa 
Hedkvist Petersen, Social 
Democratic Party, Sweden. 

Following meetings on 19 
May with representatives of a 
number of political parties, on 
election day the SI delegation 
split into four groups and 
visited, between them, some 
fifty polling stations in both 
urban and rural areas. 

On the following day, 
members of the delegation 
visited the Central Electoral 
Bureau, the body responsible 
for the organisation of the 
elections. 

Members of the delegation 
reported great disparities in 
the access of political parties 
to the media and deficiencies 
in the organisation of the 
elections, particularly in rural 
areas. 

Looking to the future, they 
emphasised the need for 
continuous attention to the 
transformation of the 
structures of political power 
in Romania. 

(For election results see Socialist 
Notebook, p 64) 



SI MISSION AND ELECTION OBSERVERS 

IN BULGARIA 

From 29 March to 1 April, an 
SI mission was in Sofia to 
observe democratisation and 
to meet representatives of the 
Social Democratic Party of 
Bulgaria and other parties and 
organisations in the Union of 
Democratic Forces, and of the 
Bulgarian government. The 
members of the mission also 
attended the National 
Conference of the Social 
Democratic Party. 

The group was headed by 
Heinz Fischer, vice-chair of 
the Socialist Party of Austria, 
and included Sonia Mink, 
French Socialist Party; Daphna 
Sherfman, Israel Labour Party; 
Renata Malerba and Igor 
Pelliciari, Italian Socialist 
Party; Monique Quint, Dutch 
Labour Party; Conny 
Fredriksson, Swedish Social 
Democratic Party, and David 
Blackman, Socialist Group, 
European Parliament. 

The programme of the SI 
mission included meetings 
with Peter Dertliev, chairman 
of the Social Democratic 

Party, and members of the 
party's executive council, and 
with the editor of the social 
democratic weekly newspaper; 
with representatives of the 
Union of Democratic Forces, 
including its secretary, Peter 
Petar, and head of the election 
campaign, Petko Simeonov; 
with representatives of 
environmental and human 
rights groups; and with the 
Bulgarian prime minister 
Andrei Lukanov and the 
president of the Communist 
Party (now the Socialist Party), 
Alexander Lilov. 

The mission reported on the 
unity of different democratic 
forces constituting the UDF, 
which resulted in the 
presentation of a common list 
for the elections. They also 
reported in particular on the 
work of the Social Democratic 
Party of Bulgaria which was 
attracting a substantial number 
of new members and providing 
a focus for traditional social 
democratic values. 

The mission saw at first hand 

the severe economic. problems 
facing Bulgaria and agreed to 
the many requests for an SI 
observer delegation at election 
time. 

An SI delegation was 
subsequently in Bulgaria from 
8 to 11 June, to observe the 
elections held on 10 June. The 
delegation included Norbert 
Wimmer, Austrian Socialist 
Party; Luc Levy and Sonia 
Mink, French Socialist Party; 
Alwin Bri.ick, Social 
Democratic Party, Federal 
Republic of Germany; Juan 
Jose de la Camara, Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party; and 
David Blackman, Socialist 
Group, European Parliament. 

Members of the delegation 
reported on some irregul­
arities, particularly on the 
partiality of the media. The 
UDF, however, did not contest 
the final outcome. 

(For election results see Socialist 
Notebook p 55.) 

Popperfoto 

Elections in 

Sofia 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA 

COMMITTEE IN THE HAGUE 

The Socialist Iternational 
Southern Africa Committee, 
SISAC, held a meeting in The 
Hague on 18 June, hosted by 
the Dutch Labour Party, PvdA. 
The meeting, which was 
chaired by Wim Kok, leader of 
the PvdA and deputy prime 
minister of the Netherlands, 
was attended by the SI 
secretary general, and by 
representatives of SI member 

parties in Belgium (SP), 
Denmark, France, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Great 
Britain, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Tunisia (RCD) and 
Sweden, and of Socialist 
International Women and the 
Socialist Group of the 
European Parliament. 
Following the meeting, the 
Committee issued a statement 
on its deliberations (see box). 

SIDAC: TALKS IN 

WASHINGTON 

A delegation of the 
Socialist International 
Disarmament Advisory 
Council, SIDAC, visited 
Washington DC on May 14 
- 15 for talks on the
current arms control and
disarmament negotiations
and on East-West and
European security issues.

The delegation was led 
by SIDAC Chair Kalevi 
Sorsa, SI Vice President 
and Speaker of the Finnish 
parliament, and also 
included SI secretary 
general Luis Ayala; Paolo 
Vittorelli, Secretary of 
SIDAC, Italian Socialist 
Party; Peter Jankowitsch, 
Socialist Party of Austria; 
Dominique Delhauter, 
Socialist Party, PS, 
Belgium; Dirk Drijbooms, 
Socialist Party, PS, 
Belgium; lasse Budtz, 
Social Democratic Party, 
Denmark; Jouko Elo and 
Markku Hyvarinen, Social 

Democratic Party, Finland; 
Luis Planas, Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party; 
Gunnar Lassinantti, Social 
Democratic Party, Sweden; 
Heinrich Buchbinder, Social 
Democratic Party, 
Switzerland; and Marc Tulio 
Bruni Celli, Democratic 
Action Party, Venezuela. 

The mission held 
discussions with 
representatives of the State 
Department, the Pentagon, 
the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, and 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

These talks were held in 
advance of the Bush­
Gorbachev summit, and 
ranged over the START 
negotiations, chemical 
weapons, conventional 
forces in Europe (CFE), 
defence and space, naval 
disarmament, nuclear 
testing and the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (CSCE). 

STATEMENT 

The Socialist International Southern 
Africa Committee met in The Hague 
on June 18 under the chairmanship 
of Wim Kok, leader of the PvdA, to 
examine the current situation in 
southern Africa, particularly devel­
opments in South Africa. 

The Committee paid special at­
tentton to the forthcoming discus­
sion to take place at the EC summit 
,n Dublin on 25-26 of this month. 
-ne Committee was of the view that 
despite positlve developments within 
S01.111 Afnca. there is no clear evi­
dence today of irreversible change 
,n tne direction of ending apart­
�e,a Therefore in accordance with 
:r:e UN Declaration of December 
� !n9 ar,d stated Socialist lnterna­
:Jona policies, the international 
community must not lift sanctions. 
0ressure on the South Afrfcan gov­
�--nl'Tlent must continue. 

,ne Committee discussed and 
.?grttd on a programme of activities 
.a t-e arried out in the forthcoming 
--:-cnns to monitor directly devel­
oi:m,erts ·n South Africa. To this 
e"C tr-e Committee will continue its 
c. :ise cooperation and contacts with 
t-e .\."1,C and other democratic or­
ga- 54t>Ofls in South Africa. 

-,.e Committee agreed to review 
�nod1ca1ly the internal situation in 
Soc.th Africa and to examine ways 
ano 'lleans to contribute to the 
success of the ongoing process which 
\rlou•d lead to the abolition of apart­
,e,a. 

-he Committee also discusse(I the 
·ecent contacts of SI leaders with 
.,,eison Mandela, and have included 
among matters to be addressed with 
oriority the assistance in the re-es­
!_ablishment of those returning from 
exile, and aid for the development 
of democratic structures in South 
Africa 

The Committee reiterates that last­
ng peace and stability in southern 

Africa can only be achieved when 
the apartheid regime in So.uth Af­
rica is eliminated and South Africa 
becomes a united, democratic and 
non-racial country that guarantees 
social justice. Stability in the region 
also depends on continued support 
for the Front Line States. especially 
Angola, Mozambique and Namibia. 
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AUSTRALIA 

Labor returned to power 

Federal elections on 24 March 
resulted in the return of the 
ruling Labor Party, ALP, for a 
fourth consecutive term, 
which commenced on 4 April 
under Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke. 

The final distribution of 
seats, confirmed in April after 
a protracted computation of 
preference votes, gave Labor a 
reduced but adequate majority 
in the 148-member House of 
Representatives. Labor's share 
of the poll, as compared with 
the previous federal election 
in July 1987, dropped by 6.6 
per cent to 39 .2 per cent, 
leaving it with 78 seats, as 
against 85 at the dissolution 
of the House. 

The conservative Liberal 
Party won 55 seats ( 45 at 
dissolution); the National 
Party, which with the Liberals 
forms the opposition 
Coalition, secured 14 (18); 
and an independent I (0). The 
Australian Democrats took 
11.1 per cent of the first­
prPfPrPnrP vntP n:'ltinn:1lly h11t
failed to win a seat. 

A simultaneous election for 
half the seats in the Senate 
produced few net changes: 
Labor holds 32 of the 76 seats 
(unchanged), to 29 (27) for 
the Liberals, 4 (7) for the 
Nationals, 8 (7) for the left-of­
cen tre Democrats, who 
continue to hold the balance 
of power in the upper house, 
1 (0) for the Northern 
Territory's right-wing 
Country-Liberal Party, CLP, 
and 2 (3) for independents. 

Interesting features of the 
elections were the continuing 
decline of the rural-based 
National Party, whose leader 
lost his post along with his 
seat in the House, and the rise 
of the Democrats, who 
garnered much of the Jost 
Labor vote but whose leader, 
Janine Haines, nevertheless 
managed to lose her Senate 
seat. The Liberal leader of the 
opposition, Andrew Peacock, 
Tesigned after the election, so 
that all three opposition 
parties are under new 

leadership, with a reduced 
role for the Nationals in the 
Coalition front bench led by 
new Liberal chief John 
Hewson. 

The cabinet announced by 
Hawke on 3 April included 
four new faces: Ros Kelly (the 
only woman in the cabinet) as 
minister for arts, sport, the 
environment, tourism and 
territories; Gerry Hand at 
immigration, local 
government and ethnic 
affairs; Peter Cook at 
industrial relations and Nick 
Bolkus in charge of 
administrative services. The 
senior ministerial personnel 
was otherwise unchanged, 
although with major 
movements of portfolio. 

The new line-up retains Paul 
Keating as treasurer and 
deputy prime minister; John 
Button at industry, 
technology and commerce; 
Gareth Evans at foreign affairs 
and trade, with Neal Blewett 
succeeding the new attorney­
general, Michael Duffy, at 
trade negotiations; Brian 
Howe replacing Blewett as 
minister for community 
services and health, and ex­
environment minister Graham 
n:-'L..--.l--- -•---•-'"'!- - l"T -

1\.ILlldlU�U(l �UI.Tt:t:1.11111': nowe 
at social security; Ralph Willis 
as the new finance minister, 
with former defence minister 
Kim Beazley taking over from 
Willis at transport and 
communications, and Robert 
Ray, formerly at immigration, 
taking over defence; John 
Kerin at primary industries 
and energy

1 
and John Dawkins 

at employment, education and 
training. 

The electorate having 
reaffirmed its confidence in 
the Labor government, Hawke 
stated that there would be no 
major changes in policy. In 
particular, the ALP retained its 
commitment to cooperation 
with the trade union 
movement as the linchpin of 
its strategy against inflation 
(see 1-2/89, page 76), now 
reduced to 8.6 per cent. The 
government is also reviewing 
industrial relations legislation 
with the main aim of 
facilitating mergers among the 
140-odd federal trade unions.

BALTIC 

REPUBLICS 

Baltic parliaments 
declare independence 

Since the first free, multi­
party elections held in 
Lithuania on 26 February, the 
thrust of reform in the three 
Baltic republics has been 
towards the restoration of 
independence from Moscow. 

The democratically elected 
parliament of Lithuania, 
which is dominated by the 
nationalist Sajudis movement 
and also includes ten members 
representing the Lithuanian 
Social Democratic Party, voted 
unanimously on 11 March for 
a resolution declaring 
Lithuania an independent 
state, with its own 
constitution, based on that of 
_the pre-war independent 
Lithuania. The parliament 
then elected Sajudis leader 
Vytautas Landsbergis as 
president and Kazimiera 
Prunskiene, a former 
communist who had also run 
fnr p;.rli::1mPnt nn ::a <:aj11rii5 

ticket, as prime minister. 
Whilst ready to make some 

concessions, the Lithuanian 
leadership refused to revoke 
the declaration of 11 March -
the condition imposed by the 
Soviet government for any 
negotiations. On 17 April the 
Soviet authorities began to 
implement economic 
sanctions against Lithuania, 
notably the cutting of the oil 
and much of the gas supply. 

Meanwhile, parliamentary 
elections held in Latvia on 18 
March resulted in a strong 
majority for the pro­
independence Popular Front 
and on 4 May, the Riga 
parliament approved a 
resolution proclaiming an 
independent Republic of 
Latvia and reinstating the pre­
war constitution. However, 
the parliament also 
announced an unspecified 
transition period, during 
which Soviet Jaws would 
continue to be recognised. 

Elections were also held on 
18 March in Estonia, 
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>' -.;sultingin a majority for the 
�ationalist Estonian Popular 
:ront. On 30 March, the 
Tallinn parliament voted by 
an overwhelming majority to 
declare the annexation of 
Estonia in 1940 illegal. The 
declaration provided for a 
rransition period pending the 
completion of indepe�dence 
negotiations with Moscow. 

In April, the Supreme Soviet 
responded to these 
developments by introducing 
a framework for granting 
independence to republics 
seeking to secede, but 
providing for a transition 
period of up to five years. 

The Social Democratic 
Workers' Party of Latvia, re­
established in December 1989, 
and the Estonian Social 
Democratic Independence 
Party, ESDIP, which held its 
founding congress on 19 May 
1990, both affirm their links 
with the pre-war Social 
Democratic Parties which 
continued to exist in exile. 
Both parties, like the 
Lithuanian Social Democratic 
Party, also support negotiated 
progress towards indepen­
dence. 

As Socialist Affairs went to 
press the prospects for 
negotiations between the 
Soviet government and the 
leaderships of the Baltic 
parliaments appeared to be 
improving. The Lithuanian 
parliament, widely seen as 
the most uncompromising on 
the independence issue, was 
to consider a proposal brought 
from Moscow by President 
Landsbergis which envisaged 
suspension of the independ­
ence declaration in return for 
formal secession talks and the 
probable ending of the 
economic sanctions. 

SOCIALIST NOTEBOOK 

OBITUARY 

Bruno K�rlnlns 

The leader in exile of the resulted in his arrest by the 
Latvian Social Democratic Gestapo and detention in a 
Workers' Party, Dr Bruno Nazi concentration camp for 
Kalnins, di1ed in Stockholm the duration of the war. After 
on 26 Mar,ch at the age of 90. the liberation in 1945, he 
After a long life of struggle chose exile in Sweden, where 
for demonatic socialism, he lived for the rest of his 
usually against heavy odds, life, becoming a lecturer in 
he lived long enough to see Soviet studies at Stockholm 
the revival of his party in University. 
Latvia. . A prolific writer and 

Born in 1899 when Latvia tireless campaigner for the 
was a province of Tsarist socialist cause, Kalnins

Russia, Kallnins had active became the leader of the 
socialist parents, who took exiled Latvian Social 
him into <:hildhood exile in Democrats and later also 
Switzerland after the ch-airman of the Socialist 
abortive 1'905 Russian Union of Central and Eastern 
revolution. Returning home Europe, linking all the exiled 
duri�� World War I, he democratic socialist parries 
part1opated. at the age of 19 from that region. Constantly 
m the creat10n of the active within the Socialist 
indepe_nd_ent Latvian International he played a 
republlc m 1918 and was leading role in keeping the 
later elect,ed to parliament. flame of East European 

Forced into e�ile ag�in democratic socialism burning 
after the 1934 nght-wmg through the ine�,table 
coup, this time to Finland, difficulties of e:>..iie. In 1983 
Kalnins w,ent back to Riga in he was eleeted an bono1arv 
1940 as Latvia came under president of the Socialisi. · 
Soviet corntrol. But the Internationai. 
German invasion of 1941 
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BULGARIA 

Socialist Porty heads poll 

In a somewhat different 
scenario from that in other 
Eastern European countries, 
the ruling Bulgarian Socialist 
Party (former Communist 
Party) led the poll in elections 
held on 10 and 17 June. There 
was a high turnout of 91 per 
cent in the first round of 
voting and 71 per cent in the 
second round. 

Final results gave the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party 211 
seats (47.15 per cent of the 
vote), against 144 seats (36.2 
per cent) for the main 
opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces, 23 seats 
(6.03 per cent) for the 
Movement for Rights 
andFreedoms, which 
represents the Turkish 
speaking minority, and 16 
seats (8.03 per cent) to the 
Agrarian Party, BZNS. 2 seats 
were allocated to the 
Fatherland Union, 1 to the 
SDP (non-marxist), 1 to the 
Fatherland Labour Party and 2 
to independents - all of these 
having passed ihe 5 per cent 
threshold required for 
representation in parliament 

The Bulgarian Social 
Democratic Party is a major 
constituent of the 16-party 
UDF and has 29 seats. 

Large but peaceful protests 
erupted in Sofia following the 
announcement of first-round 
election results, which clearly 
showed that the BSP would 
emerge as the majority party. 
However, UDF leaders made 
clear their acceptance of the 
results, despite some recorded 
irregularities. 

The parliament elected will 
serve as a constituent 
assembly, with a life of 18 
months. A two-thirds majority 
will be required for 
constitutional changes. 

CHILE 

Confronting the post 

The recently-installed civilian 
government, has begun the 
arduous process of examining 
and healing the wounds left 
in Chilean society by almost 
17 years of military 
dictatorship. 

President Patricio Aylwin, 
who took over from Pinochet 
on 11 March, announced on 
24 April two major initiatives. 
The first was the constitution 
of a National Commission of 
Truth and Reconciliation, 
consisting of nine public 
figures and charged with 
establishing in broad terms 
the extent and gravity of 
human rights violations since 
the 1973 coup. 

The inquiry, which is to last 
eight months, is not meant to 
establish individual legal 
liability, which is a matter for 
the courts, but will provide an 
objective framework for 
discussion of the issues of 
torture, kidnapping, summary 
execution and other serious 
violations during the dictator­
ship. The establishment of the 
Commission was supported by 
the Radical Party and other 
members of the Coalition for 
Democracy and by human 
rights groupings, but attracted 
inevitable criticism both from 
the far right opposition, 
which would prefer to close 
the books on Chile's painful 
past, and from sections of the 
left, which resent the 
inclusion in the inquiry's brief 
of anti-Pinochet guerrilla 
activity and the inclusion of 
two members associated with 
the military regime. 

The second initiative was 
the formation, subject to 
congressional approval, of a 
National Office of Return to 
facilitate and promote the 
return and reintegration into 
national life of the many 
thousands forced into exile 
during the Pinochet years. 

COSTA RICA 

PLN legacy of women's 
rights 

The outgoing National 
Liberation Party, PLN, 
government, which lost the 
election of 4 February (see 1/

90, page 61) to the centre­
right Social Christian Unity 
Party, PUSC, and officially 
relinquished power on 8 May, 
has by its last major piece of 
legislation left Costa Rica with 
a significantly-improved 
canon of civil rights law. 

The Law Promoting the 
Social Equality of Women, 
enacted by the Legislative 
Assembly on 1 March and 
signed by the outgoing 
President, Nobel laureate 
Oscar Arias, on 8 March -
International Women's Day -
gave institutional expression 
to the long-term commitment 
of the PLN to the protection 
and enhancement of women's 
rights. Drafted by a team of 
women including Margarita 
Pe116n de Arias, wife of 
President Arias, the Equality 
Law had been introduced in 
the Assembly in March 1988, 
and the delay in its passage 
was partly due to a policy of 
promoting debate and 
discussion of the issues among 
all sections of the population. 

The progressive tradition of 
Costa Rica, which has long 
possessed an advanced social 
we! fare system, was reflected 
in the fact that recent opinion 
polls showed over 70 per cent 
approval of the Equality Law. 

Women were enfranchised 
under the very first PLN 
government, after the brief 
civil war of 1948; the 
principle of sexual equality 
was enshrined by Article 33 of 
the 1949 Constitution; in 
1976 a PLN government 
established a National Centre 
for the Advancement of 
Women and The Family, and 
in 1984, again under the PLN, 
Costa Rica ratified the UN 
Convention against sex 
discrimination. Nevertheless, 
the status and participation of 
women in many areas of 
public life remained, as in 
most other countries, is 
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56 severely restricted by social, 
cultural, educational, legal, 
political and economic factors 
including deliberate 
discrimination. 

Perhaps the most radical 
element of the Law was its 
promotion of quota systems to 
ensure the representation and 
participation of women in 
national political processes. 
Political parties, for example, 
are now obliged to 
incorporate in their statutes 
measures designed to ensure 
the inclusion of women in 
their internal structures, 
national leadership and ballot 
papers. 

Although much will depend 
on the persistence of Costa 
Rican women in ensuring that 
the concept of sexual equality 
takes root in popular 
consciousness, the Equality 
Law provides the legal 
underpinning of that concept 
and accelerates its 
implementation by means of a 
range of measures. These 
include the quota system, the 
creation of an Office of 
Women's Rights within a 
national Human Rights 
Agency, equalisation of. 
financial and property nghts, 
the elimination of stereo­
typing in education, subsidies 
for child-care, the amendment 
of labour law to improve 
maternity rights, and better 
legal protection against 
domestic violence and sexual 
aggression. 

Death of Jose Figueres 

Jose Figueres Ferrer, 'Don 
Pepe', 83, former leader of the 
Liberaci6n and twice president 
of Costa Rica, died in San Jose 
on 8 June. The next issue of 
Socialist Affairs will carry a 
full appreciation of his life 
and work in the next issue. 

SOCIALIST NOTEBOOK 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Elections endorse Civic 
Forum 

Elections held in the 
Czechoslovak Federative 
Republic on 8 and 9 June -
with an extraordinarily high 
turnout of over 96 per cent 
resulted in a clear victory for 
the Civic Forum and its Slovak 
counterpart Public Against' 
Violence, gaining bet\',!een 
them 46 per cent of the vote, 
which translated into 169 seats 
in the 300-member bi-camera! 
Federal Assembly. The 
Communist Party came a 
distant second with 13.6 per 
cent, and the Christian 
Democratic Union third with 
12 per cent. Also represented 
in both federal chambers will 
be the Slovak National Party 
and groups representing the 
Hungarian, German, Polish 
and Ukranian minitories. 

Voting also took place for 
separate Czech and Slovak . 
assemblies. In the latter, Public 
against Violence, led by Prime 
Minister Marian Calfa and 
Alexander Dubcek, emerged as 
the largest party, despite a 
strong Christian Democratic 
base in Slovakia. 

AU but six of the 22 parties 
fielding candidates failed to 
secure representation, under a 
system which excludes parties 
receiving less than 5 per cent 
of the vote. These included the 
Czechoslovak Social 
Democratic Party, which was 
reconstituted at a congress on 
24 - 25 March 1990 and which 
fielded a separate list of 
candidates. 

As Socialist Affairs went to 
press, Slovak Marian Calfa,, 
leader of the Civic Forum­
dominated 'Government of 
National Understanding' since 
December 1989, was thought 
likely to head the new 
government, whilst it was 
expected that the assembly 
would overwhelmingly endorse 
President Vaclav Havel, whose 
candidature is unchallenged. 
Spokesmen said that Civic 
Forum was ready to enter into 
a coalition with any parties 
represented in the assembly, 
except the Communists and 

the Slovak Nationalists. 
The election results give a 

mandate for far-reaching 
economic reform. The Federal 
Assembly will also be charged 
with the drafting of a new 
constitution before the next 
elections in 1992. 

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 

Widespread criticism of 
elections 

Procedures in presidential and 
parliamentary elections held 
on 16 May were criticised by 
the Dominican Revolurionary ' 
Party, IPRD, an SI member 
party, and other opposition 
parties. 

The results announced by 
the electoral tribunal on 24 
May gave outgoing president, 
83 year-old Joaquin Balaguer, 
of the Social Christian 
Reformist Party, 35 per cent 
and a narrow victory over 
Juan Bosch of the Dominican 
Liberation Party, PLD, with

the PRD leader and SI vice 
president Jose Francisco Pefia 
Gomez coming third on 23 per 
cent of the vote. 

Allegations from opposition 
parties of serious electoral 
irregularities were supported 
by international observers, 
including a delegation of the 
Socialist International. 

Jose Francisco 

Pena Gomez 
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, EL SALVADOR 

UN prompts new talks 

The 10-year guerrilla war 
moved a step closer to 
resolution when the right­
wing Nationalist Republican 
Alliance, Arena, government 
of President Alfredo Cristiani, 
installed in June 1989 (see 1-2/ 
89, pages 47 & 79-81), and the 
Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) 
signed on 4 April an agree­
ment to resume peace talks 
under the auspices of the 
United Nations. 
The breakdown of the last 
talks, held late in 1989 in the 
context of the Esquipulas II 
regional pacification process, 
had been followed by a 
resumption of the bitter 
fighting which has so far cost 
some 75,000 lives. The Arena 
government, under pressure 
from the US Congress, sought 
to resume dialogue, as did the 
FMLN which in mid-March 
announced the suspension of 
attacks affecting civilians. 
The April agreement, drafted 
by UN Secretary General Javier 
Dla-.-o? Ao r'11 ib.l1� .. ,:i,nrl 
I \..I.\..L. U'- '-'U\..1.1,U.,l Ul,lU 

formalised at the UN's 
European headquarters in 
Geneva, provided for a UN­
supervised ceasefire and the 
legalisation of FMLN 
participation in electoral 
politics, committing both 
sides to the principles of 
democracy and respect for 
human rights. The chief 
FMLN negotiator, Shafik 
Handal, indicated that the 
duration of the ceasefire 
would depend on progress 
made in the negotiations. 

FINLAND 

Congress re-elects party 
leader 

At the congress of the Finnish 
Social Democratic Party held 
in Lappeenranta from 6 to 10 
June, Pertti Paasio, foreign 
minister in the present 
coalition government, was re­
elected party chairman by a 

large majority. General 
secretary Ulpu Jivari was re­
elected unopposed. Elected as 
party vice-chairs were Matti 
Puhakka, Tarja Filatov, who is 
the leader of the SNK youth 
organisation, and Tuulikki 
Hamalainen. 

The first day of the congress 
was devoted to a review of the 
domestic political situation. 

Elections are due in Finland 
t:<1dy llt: . .H yt:<1I. 

Also on the agenda were a 
new foreign policy document, 
a programme for science and 
higher education, and party 
statutes. 

The congress was followed 
by an international seminar 
on the environment. 

FRANCE 

Socialists meet 
In Rennes 

Post-Mitterrand scenarios 
dominated the proceedings of 
the 10th biennial congress of 
the ruling French Socialist 
Party held in Rennes, Brittany, 
on 15 -18 March. Deadlock at 
the congress on policy orient­
ation and the composition of 
the new executive was 
resolved shortly afterwards. 

Pre-congress party elections 
had given a narrow lead (28.9 
per cent) to the supporters of 
Pierre Mauroy, PS first 

secretary, and Lionel Jospin, 
the education minister and a 
former first secretary. Just 
behind, on 28.8 per cent, was 
the platform propounded by 
Laurent Fabius, the former 
prime minister and current 
president of the National 
Assembly. Whereas the two 
currents had once jointly 
formed the party's dominant 
'Mitterrandist' tendency, the 
Fabius supporters now 
advocated broad-based radical 
politics, whereas the Mauroy/ 
Jospin camp favoured a more 
traditional socialist line. 

In third place, with 24.3 per 
cent, was the social 
democratic current associated 
with the Socialist prime 
minister, Michel Rocard, 
whose popularity in the 
country did not easily 
translate into party support. 
Of the other four currents, 
only two made an impact, 
namely the left-wing platform 
of Jean-Paul Chevenement, 
the defence minister, and the 
orthodox socialist line of Jean 
Poperon, minister for relations 
with parliament. These 
obtained 8.5 and 7 .2 per cent 
of the party vote respectively. 

At the congress the Mauroy/ 
jospin and Chevenement 
supporters formed an alliance, 
as did the Fabius and Poperon 
currents. But the refusal of the 
Rocard supporters to back 
either side meant that for the 
first time in the party's 
history a congress ended 
without a policy programme 
being adopted. Intense 
negotiations continued after 
the Congress, until a 
compromise formula emerged 
on 21 March with agreement 
on a general statement of 
principles. Senior party posts 
were filled according to the 
strength of each group. 
Pierre Mauroy remains first 
secretary, with Marcel 
Debarge, a Fabius supporter, 
as his effective deputy, 
responsible for party 
coordination. The other three 
top secretariat positions went 
to Henri Emmanuelli, Gerard 
Lindeperg and Pierre Guidoni, 
charged respectively with 
finance, organisation and 
international relations. 
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FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF 

GERMANY 

SPD advances boost 
Lafontaine 's prospects 

The Social Democratic Party, 
SPD, scored major successes in 
state elections held in Lower 
Saxony and North Rhine­
Westphalia on 13 May, 
becoming the largest party in 
the former and retaining its 
overall majority in the latter. 
The results served to boost the 
SPD's prospects in the federal 
elections due late in 1990 and 
provided the perfect recovery 
tonic for the SPD's 
'Chancellor-candidate', Oska r 
Lafontaine, following an 
attempt on his life on 25 
April. 

The assassination attempt 
had occurred at the end of an 
election meeting in Cologne 
when a lone woman, later 
found to be deranged, had 
stabbed the SPD deputy 
chairman and Saarland 
premier in the neck, almost 
killing him. Rushed to 
hospital, Lafontaine made a 
good recovery and later 
confirmed that he would 
continue his candidacy for the 
chancellorship (which was 
formally confirmed by the 
SPD executive on 19 March). 
In Lower Saxony the SPD 
c:Jimbed from 42. l per cent in 
1986 to 44.5 per cent this 
time, well ahead of the 
Christian Democrats, CDU, 
who slipped from 44.3 to 41.7 
per cent. The CDU's erstwhile 
coalition partner, the Free 
Democrats, FDP, also lost 
ground, as did the Greens, 
their respective shares being 
5.8 and 5.5 per cent. The new 
state government was 
expected to be a coalition 
between the SPD and the 
Greens. 

ln its stronghold of North 
Rhine-Westphalia • the 
country's most populous state, 
with nearly 17 million 
inhabitants - the SPD won a 
healthy 50. I per cent of the 
vote, somewhat clown on its 
exceptional I 985 
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performance, but enough to 
keep Johannes Rau in the state 
premiership unchallenged. 
The CDU failed to make any 
progress, remaining on 36.5 
per cent, while the FOP 
slipped slightly to 5.7 per cent 
and the Greens increased their 
vote slightly to 5 per cent. As 
in Lower Saxony, the extreme 
right-wing Republicans got 
less than 2 per cent of the 
vote. 

The results were widely seen 
as a general rebuff for the 
Christian Democrat/Free 
Democrat federal government 
of Helmut Kohl and as 
indicating in particular West 
German voters' concern about 
the cost and speed of German 
reunification. The same 
worries had been apparent in 
local elections in Bavaria and 
Schleswig-Holstein on 18 and 
25 March respectively, when 
the SPD had also made 
significant gains. 

The SPD's victories in Lower 
Saxony and North Rhine­
Westphalia had the important 
consequence of transforming 
the federal coalition parties' 
one-seat majority in the 
federal upper house 
(Bundesrat) into an SPD 
majority. Composed of

representatives of the states, 
the Bundesrat has 
considerable powers, the 
exercise of which is likely to 
make life difficult for 
Chancellor Kohl in the run-up 
to the December elections. 

GERMAN 

DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC 

SPD ministers, following 
first free elections 

Fol lowing the general 
elections, the GDR cabinet 
includes Markus Meckel of the 
Social Democratic Party, SPD, 
as foreign minister, and three 
other SPD ministers: Walter 
Rombers (trade and tourism), 
Sybille Reider (justice), and 
Regine Hildebrandt (labour 
and social affairs). 

The coalition government, 

headed! by Christian Democrat 
Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maziere, was formed after 
extensilve discussions 
followi.ng the general 
elections held on 18 March, 
which gave a nationwide 
majority vote of 48.15 per 
cent to the Christian 
Democratic Union. CDU 
( 40. 91 per cent) and its allies, 
the German Social Union, 
DSU (6.32 per cent) and the 
Democratic Awakening, DA 
(0.92 per cent). The SPD 
received 21.84 per cent of the 
vote - ,a disappointing result 
after early optimiscic opinion 
polls, and widely seen as a 
vote for the policy of fast 
German unification espoused 
by the CDU and rheir allies.

who were supported by 
Chancellor Kohl of the Federal 
Republic. 

The coalition go"·emment 
also includes. besides the 
CDU, DSU and DA 
repres€:ntati\·es oi the liberal 
Party a.nd some independents. 

ln Eatst Berlin the SPD 
gained 34.95 per cem of the 
genera I eleetion "·o:e 
compared to 21.o.? per cent 
for the cm: and a!Jies and 
this high lewl of support was 
con firmed in the !ocal 
election,s held on 6 :\in, when 
the SPD won 3➔ oe, cent 
compared with 1·-_ - pe cent 
for the CDL Suppon for the 
Party of Democratic Socialism, 
PDS • the successor h> the 
communist SEO - was also 
high in Berlin with a vote of 
29. 9 7 per cent in the general
election and a stil. strong vore
of 30 per cent in the local
elections. SPD �fa\·or Thomas
Schwierzina leads ·a coalition
admini1stration in f.asr Serhn
and has begun talks with West
Berlin Mayor \\'alter �fomper
aiming, at the swift
admini1strath·e unification of
the tw,:> halves of the City.

The llocal election results 
underscored the sharp north­
south electoral diYide in the 
GDR. In the soon-to-be 
reconstituted southern 
Lander, the CDU gained -10.7 
per cent in Saxony, compared 
with 15.6 per cent for the 
SPD, aind 37.6 per cent in 
Thuringia, against 19 .1 per 
cent for the SPD. Meanwhile, 
in addition to the 
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traditionally left Berlin, the Labour made an overall net 
SPD did well in the gain of over 300 seats, all the 
surrounding Potsdam district, more impressive because the 
with 33 per cent of the vote. party had advanced strongly 

Overall, the local election in the comparable elections 
results showed a gain for the four years previously. The 
two farmers' parties and for a Conservatives and Liberal 
number of smaller citizens Democrats suffered net losses 
initiatives, at the expense of of some 200 and 50 seats 
all the main parties, with the respectively, while the Social 
CDU the greatest losers, Democrats were almost 
falling to 34.3 per cent from eliminated from urban local 
40.8 per cent in the general government. In Scotland, the 
elecion, whilst the SPD share Nationalists made a modest 
of the vote fell only slightly net gain of four seats. 
to 21.2 from 21.9 per cent. Labour gained control of 

The SPD congress held in eleven more councils, 
Halle on 9 June elected including the Conservative 

I Wolfgang Thierse, a 46 year- show-case city of Bradford, 
old academic, as Party chair. while the Conservatives lost 
The congress also approved a control in twelve. The only 
resolution to set up a joint major exeplions to Labour's 
commission on unification of countrywide advance were in 
the Social Democratic Parties London, where the 
in East and West Germany Conservatives retained control 
with a vieV( to completing this of councils which Labour had 
process by autumn 1990. hoped to win and also took 

control from Labour in two 
others. In pa rt, these setbacks 
reflected Tory manipulation of 

GREAT BRITAIN 
the poll tax to keep it low in 
certain boroughs. But Labour 
leaders conceded that in some 
metropolitan areas the party 

Labour's local triumph still had ground to make up. 
Labour's share of the 

The opposition Labour Party popular vote was -13 per cent. 

l 
regist�red major gains in lo�al wl1ereas the Conservatives 
counC1I elections on 3 May 111 obtained 32 per cent. The 
which over half the British 1987 general election 
electorate was eligible to vote. percentages of the two main 
Although it did not quite parties were thus reversed 
match the party's huge almost exactly, with analy�is 
opinion poll lead over the showing that on this 
Conservatives, the swing to performanct' Labour would 
Labour was more than enough win a parliamentary majority 
to make Neil Kinnock prime of around 60 scats. 
minister if repeated in the Surprisingly, in view of their 
next general eleclion5. much lower opinion poll 

Dominating the contest was ratings, the Liberal Democrats 
the government's collected 17 per cent, showing 
controversial new measure for that they remained a signifi-
financing local government, cant force, at least at local 
officially called the level. 
'community charge' but On the national plane, 
universally dubbed the 'poll opinion polls were unanimous 
tax' because it replaced the in recording a continuing 
old property-based rates with trend back to two-party 
a direct levy on people. politics, with Labour seen as 
Widely condemned as unfair, the only viable alternative to 
the new tax had contributed the Conservatives. Two 
to a plummeting of the months before the local 
Conservatives' standing in the elections, this trend had been 
opinion polls and a confirmed in a parliamentary 
corresponding surge in Labour byelection in Mid-
support, which was reflected, Staffordshire on 22 March. In 
with some inconsistencies, in that contest Labour 
the local election results. overturned a large 

Neil Kinnock: 

major gains 

for Labour 

Conservative majority to win 
the seat with a 21 per cent 
swing, the biggest recorded in 
a byelection since 1935 

GUYANA 

The failure of 
government 

In a recent paper on 
Privatisation and 
Oeyelopment published in 
Georgetown, Professor Clive 
Thomas of the University of 
Guyana, a leader of the 
Working People's Alliance, an 
SI member party, commented: 
'the failure of state enterprises 
i� much more a te�timony of 
the failure of government 
than it is of the inherent 
incapacity of enterprises, 
because they are state-owned, 
tu perform well. In Guyana, 
state enterprises suffer 
principally from the lack of 
ruhlic accountablilty; the 
absence of clearly defined 
goals and objectives; reward 
systems which do not 
motivate management and the 
work force but alienate them 
instead; and the migration, 
often without notice and 
invariably without trained 
replacements, of skilled 
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Guyana: a 

workforce 

alienated 

Hugh O'Shoughntrsy 

personnel in huge numbers, at 
all levels of these enterprises.' 

He called on the 
government of President 
Desmond Hoyte to 'create an 
independent authority to 
oversee the divestment 
process; ensure that his 
authority comprises 
representatives from 
government, the private 
business sector, legal and 
other relevant bodies (e.g. 
accountants), the academic 
community, labour and the 
consuming public and ensure 
that this body is transparently 
independent and outside 
arms' reach of government.' 

HAITI 

Dictator ousted 

The National Progressive 
Revolutionary Party, PANPRA, 
welcomed the collapse on J 0 
Yiarch of the military regime 
headed by General Prosper 
Avril, who was forced into the 
exile to which he had 
consigned a number of his 
democratic opponents (see 1/ 

90, pages 62-63). An interim 
(ivilian government has been 
'ormed under .supreme court 
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judge Ertha Pascal Trouillot. 
bservers had forecast a 

military coup against Avril but 
the end came instead through 
several days of widespread 
popular protests, in which the 
PANPRA was to the fore, 
following the killing of .an 11-
year-old girl at a rally 
demanding the holding of free 
and fair elections. 

After a brief period of rule 
by the army chief-of-staff, 
General Herard Abraham, 
Trouillot was nominated with 
the consent of the 12 
opposition movements in the 
Group for the Defence of the 
Constitution and was sworn 
in as president on 13 March, 
to govern with the assistance 
of the 19-member council of 
state pending the holding of 
elections. She announced on 
19 March the formation of a 
non-party cabinet of 13 
ministers, including Joseph 
Maxi, hitherto president of 
the Haitian League for Human 
Rights, in the key post of 
interior minister. 

The PANPRA is urgently 
gearing up for its first 
electoral contest. In the 
interim, the provisional 
government is faced with 
formidable problems of 
corruption, political violence, 
economic chaos and not least 
the potential resurgence of 
Duvalierist elements in the 
armed forces. 

, HUNGARY 

New government formed 

Genera I elections held on 25 
March and 8 April were the 
first free elections in Hungary 
for more than 40 years. 

The Democratic Forum won 
165 seats, the Alliance of Free 
Democrats 92 seats, the 
Independent Smallholders 43 
seats, the Hungarian Socialist 
Party (former Communists) 33 
seats, the Alliance of Young 
Democrats 21 seats, the 
Christian Democrats 21 seats, 
the Agrarian Alliance l seat, 
independent candidates 6 
seats and candidates backed 
by several parties 4 seats. 

The Hungarian Social 
Democratic Party did not 
secure the minimum 4 per 
cent of votes needed for 
representation in the 386-seat 
parliament. 

Subsequently, Democratic 
Forum leader Jozsef Antal] was 
chosen as prime minister, 
whilst Arpad Gonez of the 
Alliance of Free Democrats 
became interim president with 
the support of the Democratic 
Forum. He will stand at the 
separate presidential elections 
to be held later this year. 

Gonez has set as a priority 
Hungary's entry to the 
European Community. 



Shimon 

Peres 

Cheryl Hatch 

SOCIALIST NOTEBOOK 

/SRAEL 

Peres disappointed in bid 
for government 

Shimon Peres came close to 
forming a Labour-led 
government in April, after six 
years of uneasy coalition with 
the right-wing Likud front led 
by prime minister Itzhak 
Shamir. However, last-minute 
defections from the projected 
Labour-led alliance meant that 
the required parliamentary 
majority was narrowly 
unattainable. 

Peres's opportunity came 
after the Likud-Labour 
national unity coalition 
collapsed in mid-March amid 
wrangling over the modalities 
of Middle East peace 
negotiations. Labour had 
strongly criticised Likud's 
procrastination over Shamir's 
US-backed plan for elections 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, which had encountered 
strong resistance from Likud 
hardliners. The latter objected 
in particular to the proposed 
composition of the Palestinian 
delegation with which Israel 
was supposed to .ho!d pre= 

election talks. 
Matters came to a head on 

11 March when Labour 
decided to support an 
opposition no-confidence 
motion, whereupon Shamir 
dismissed Peres as deputy 
premier and finance minister, 
causing the rest of the Labour 
ministers to resign. In the no­
confidence debate on l S 
March, Shamir (by now 
heading a minority caretaker 
administration) was decisively 
defeated by 60 votes to SS 
with five abstentions. Three 
days later President Herzog 
asked Peres to form a new 
government, giving him three 
weeks for the purpose. 

By the 11 April deadline 
Peres appeared to have got 
together a coalition 
commanding a two-seat 
majority in the 120-seat 
Knesset. Apart from the 39 
Labour deputies, it included 
the United Workers' Party 
(Mapam), the centre-left Civil 
Rights and Centre-Change 
movements, three small Arab­
dominated or anti-Zionist 
factions, the ultra-religious 
Union of Israel and one 
member of the dissident 
Liberal wing of Likud. At the 
last moment, however, two of 
the five Union of Tsrael 
deputies changed their minds, 
leaving Peres with only S9 
seats and thus unable to ask 
the Knesset to elect him as 
prime minister. 

The Labour leader continued 
for a further two weeks his 
endeavours to secure the 
support of all five dissident 
Liberals. But on 26 April he 
finally called it a day and 
returned his formation 
mandate to the president. 

One of the consequences of 
the political bargaining 
surrounding the attempts to 
find a majority coalition was 
heightened public criticism of 
Israel's extreme system of 
proportional representation, 
which gives enormous power 
to tiny factions to make or 
unmake governments. Large 
demonstrations calling for 
reform of the system took 
place during the crisis, while 
opinion polls showed that 
over 70 per cent of Israelis 
favoured changes to reduce 
parliamentary fragmentation. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir won a parliamentary 
vote of confidence on 11 June 
for a new right wing coalition, 
formed after protracted 
negotiations. The new 
cabinet, which includes hard­
liners David Levy as foreign 
minister and Ariel Sharon as 
housing minister, has 
explicitly rejected the Middle 
East peace proposals 
formulated by US Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

ITALY 

Socialists advance in 
local elections 

The Italian Socialist Party, PSI, 
made a further solid advance 
in countrywide regional and 
municipal elections on 6-7 
May, taking 15.3 per cent of 
the regional vote and 17 .8 per 
cent in the municipalities, as 
against 14.3 per cent in the 
1987 general elections and 
14.8 per cent in the 1989 
euro-elections. The 
Democratic Socialist Party, 
PSDl, meanwhile poiied 2.8 
per cent in the regional vote 
and 3.4 per cent in the 
municipalities, as against 2.S 
in the 1989 euro-elections and 
2.9 per cent in the 1987 
general elections. 

While the Christian 
Democrats maintained their 
position as Italy's strongest 
party, with 33.4 per cent in 
the regions and 33.9 per cent 
in the municipalities, the 
Italian Communist Party, PCT, 
despite their planned 
transformation into a social 
democratic party, slumped to 
24 per cent in the regional 
vote and 22.9 per cent in the 
municipalities, their worst 
result since 1958. Another 
feature of the contests was the 
strong showing of regional 
parties, notably the Lombard 
League. The League took 20 
per cent of the Lombardy 
vote, representing 4.8 per cent 
of the regional vote on a 
national basis, making it 
Italy's fourth-strongest party 
after the Christian Democrats, 
Communists and Socialists. 

61 



62 

JAMAICA 

PNP holds parishes 

The People's National Party, 
PNP, of Prime Minister 
Michael Manley retained 
control of 11 of the 12 parish 
councils in local elections 
held on 6 March. 

The PNP secured some 60 
per cent of the vote in an 
unusually low turnout (45 per 

.cent), attributed by Manley to 
'electoral fatigue' in the 
aftermath of the hard-fought 
1989 general election which 
the party won by a similar 
margin (see 1-2/89, pages 85-

86). The conservative Jamaica 
Labour Party, JLP, held power 
in just one of the councils, 
which are to regain many 
functions and responsibilities 
taken over by central 
government under the last JLP 
Prime Minister, Edward Seaga. 
The elections were marred by 
several instances of violence, 
including two deaths, and 
interference with polling. 

Popular confidence in the 
PNP was demonstrated by the 
inability of the JLP to exploit 
the country's continuing 
economic difficulties, largely 
the result of the vast external 
debt contracted by the Seaga 
administration. At the end of 
January the PNP government 
agreed tough conditions for a 
new IMF facility, including a 
devaluation and price rises; 
the industry and commerce 
minister, Claude Clarke, 
subsequently resigned and his 
portfolio was redistributed, 
with industry going to deputy 
prime minister P.J. Patterson 
and agriculture minister 
Horace Clarke taking 
commerce. The cabinet is 
otherwise unchanged from 
that appointed after the 1989 
victory. 
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Sandro Pertlni 

Post-war Italy's most 
popular head of state, 
Alessandro (Sandro) Pertini, 
died in Rome on 25 
February at the age of 93. 
President in 1978-85, he 
was the first ever holder of 
the post from the Italian 
Socialist Party, PSI. 

Born in Liguria, Pertini 
trained as a lawyer.before 
becoming an active socialist 
and anti-fascist in the 
l 920s. He suffered brief
exile in hance and three
terms of imprisonment in
Italy before emerging in
1943 to become an anti­
Nazi resistance leader. In
1946 he was a member of
the constituent assembly
which established the
Italian Republic after the
Italian people had rejected
the monarchy. The
following year he opted to
remain with the PSI, led by
Pietro Nenni, after the
Democratic Socialists, led by
Guiseppe Saragat, had
broken away.

A suppor_ter of the 
'opening to the left' of the 
1960s, by which the PSI re­
entered government, Pertini 
secured election as speaker 
of the Chamber of Deputies 
in 1969. Nine years later 
Italian parliamentarians 
elected him president in 
succession to Giovanni 
Leone, a Christian 
Democrat, although it took 
them 16 ballots to do so. It 
was quickly realised that 
they had made the right 
decision. 

He resolutely opposed the 
terrorists as well as the 
Mafia and worked to bring 
greater stability to Italian 
politics. 

Preferring his Rome flat 
to the Quirinale presidential 
palace, Pertini maintained a 
simple life style which 
commanded respect. Under 
his presidency Bettino Craxi 
became Italy's first PSI 
prime minister (in 1983) 

and headed the longest­
serving post-war 
government. 

Pert:ini spoke out clearly 
in support of human rights 
around the world, from the 
Sovie1t Union to South 
Africa1. He also made a 
point of sharing personally 
in the triumphs and 
disasters of the Italian 
people, taking particular 
satisfaction in the Italian 
footb;all team's victory in 
the 1982 World Cup. His 
manifest love of children 
likewiise endeared him to 
the Italian public, which 
moumed his death with an 
intensity accorded to few 
other recent political 
leadeirs. 
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NEPAL 

Congress Party heads 
democratic breakthrough 

Nepal's Pro-Democracy 
Movement achieved a major 
breakthrough on 19 April by 
securing the appointment of 
the country's first democratic 
government for 30 years. 
Headed by the Nepali 
Congress Party, a consultative 
member party of the Socialist 
International, the new 
government is committed to 
restoring multi-party 
democracy and curbing the 
hitherto absolute powers of 
the monarchy. 

King Birendra eventually 
bowed to the demands of the 
Pro-Democracy Movement 
after a series of mass popular 
protests in which the security 
forces killed or injured 
hundreds of demonstrators 
and arrested many Congress 
activists (see 1/90, page 63). 
Spearheaded by the Nepali 
Congress and the communist­
dominated United Left Front, 
ULF, the campaign had scored 
its first success on 8 April 
i·vhen King Birendra agreed to 
lift the ban on political 
parties dating from the royal 
coup of 1960. 

The new prime minister, 
K.P. Bhattarai (66), helped to 
found the Nepali Congress in 
1946 and was speaker of 
parliament during the short­
lived period of democracy in 
1959-60. There are three other 
Congress ministers in the I!­
member cabinet, with three 
posts going to the ULF, two to 
independent human rights 
campaigners and two to roval 
appointees. The veteran 
Nepali Congress leader, 
Ganesh Man Singh, declined 
to join the new 
administration, preferring 
instead the role of Pro­
Democracy elder statesman. 

PERU 

APRA outflanked by 
populists 

Luis Alva Castro, a former 
prime minister and the 
presidential nominee of the 
governing Peruvian Aprista 
Party, APRA, came third of the 
nine candidates in the first 
round of the 1990 presidential 
poll. Although APRA was 
confirmed as the largest single 
party in the country, it was 
outmanoeuvred by two 
populist alliances of recent 
formation, and under the 
country's electoral syst�m Alva 
Castro was excluded from the 
run-off pol I, restricted to the 
two fron I-runners. 

The official results for the 
first round, held on 8 April, 
were as follows, discounting 
blank and invalid votes (over 
15 per cent of the total). The 
APRA candidate secured 22.6 
per cent of the popular vote, 
markedly down on the 45. 7 
per cent with which the party 
won the presidency for Alan 
Garcia in a single round of 
voting in 1985. The first­
ro\lnd leader in 1990, with 
32.6 per cent, was the novelist 
Mario Vargas Llosa, standing 
for the right-wing Democratic 
Front (Fredemo) coalition, 
including his own Liberty 
movement and the APRA's 
traditional rival, Popular 
Action, AP, whose candidate 
secured 6.3 per cent in 1985. 
The runner-up, with 29. l per 
cent, was Alberto Fujimori, a 
newcomer to politics running 
under the centrist banner of 
Change 90 with the slogan 
'Work, Technology and 
Honour'. h1jimori went on to 
win the run-off held on l0 
June. 

The United Left, IU, 
candidate came fourth with 
8.2 per cent (1985: 21.3 per 
cent). Five minor parties, and 
blank or invalid votes, 
accounted for the remaining 
19 per cent of the vote (1985: 
six others, 26.7 per cent). 

An unusual feature of the 
sudden appearance of Fujimori 
on the political scene is that, 
as a low-profile academic and 
a member of the 'Nikkei' or 

ethnic Japanese community 
(65,000 out of the total 
population of 20 million), he 
had no obvious power base 
before the election. 

In congressional elections 
APRA, according to uncon­
firmed official projections, 
appeared to have retained 
some 45 of the 107 seats it 
won in the 180-seat Chamber 
of Deputies in 1985, and 13 
out of its 32 in the 60-member 
senate. Fredemo secured about 
67 in the lower house and 23 
in the upper (1985: AP 10 and 
5), and Change 90 won about 
33 and 15 respectively (1985: 
0). The JU won 19 and 3 (48 
and 15), and other parties 
around 16 in the Chamber and 
4 in the Senate (15 and 8). 

The Garcia government, 
which will hand over power to 
Fujimori on 28 July, is 
meanwhile confronted with 
the management of the 
country's persistent economic 
crisis and the containment of 
the 10-year-old Sendero 
Luminoso insurgency. The 
Sendero and two other 
guerrilla groups stepped up 
their campaign of violence 
and intimidation in the run­
up to the election, causing the 
extension of the state of 
emergency to new areas, and 
voting was disrupted in several 
parts of the country. Several 
APRA activists, party and 
government officials, local 
and national elected 
representatives and 
congressional candidates were 
among those assassinated or 
attacked by the terrorists. 
Some 650 deaths from 
political violence were 
recorded in the first quarter of 
1990. 

POLAND 

First free local elections 

Local elections held 
throughout Poland on 25 May 
were marked by a low turnout 
compared with last year's 
national elections and by a 
fall in the still massive 
support for Solidarity, widely 
attributed to the continuing 
economic crisis. In some of 
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64 the major cities Solidarity 
gained more than 90 per cent 
of the vote, but nationally 
they obtained only 41.5 per 
cent of the 52,000 seats in 
2,388 local councils - a 
substantial drop in support 
from their 70 per cent of the 
vote in last year's government 
elections. 

Official results gave the 
recently reunited Peasant's 
Party 6.5 per cent of seats, 
Rural Solidarity 4.3 per cent, 
the Democratic Party 1.7 per 
cent, hard-line former 
communists 0.7 per cent, the 
OPZZ trade union 0.3 per 
cent, Social Democracy of the 
Republic of Poland (reformed 
communists) 0.3 per cent and 
the right-wing nationalist 
Confederation for an 
Independent Poland 0.1 per 
cent. 38 per cent of seats went 
to independent candidates. 

At the National Congress of 
Solidarity in April - its first in 
nine years - Prime Minister 
Tacteusz Mazowiecki, strongly 
defending his government's 
austerity policy, looked 
forward to the holding of free 
parliamentary elections as 
early as spring 1991 and 
possible presidential elections 
even before that. 

PORTUGAL 

New party programme 

Fol lowing considerable gains 
in the local elections of 
December 1989 (see 1/1990, 
page 64) the Socialist Party of 
Portugal held its 9th congress 
in Oporto on 25-27 May and 
approved a major policy 
document: Bases and 
Principles for a Programme of 
Government. 

Mayor of Lisbon Jorge 
Sampaia was re-elected as 
general secretary at the 
congress by an overwhelming 
majority. Following his 
election, Sampaio commended 
the new policy document: 
'This is a fundamental 
document which defines and 
distinguishes us ... and 
provides us with Our direction. 
lt is a document for the 
future and this was a congress 
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which looked to a future and 
to two fundamental 
challenges: the presidential 
elections and the legislative 
elections in 1991.' 

He went on to underline the 
commitment of the party to 
compaign for the re-election 
of Mario Soares as president of 
Portugal, and paid tribute to 
Soares' long career, 
particularly in clandestinity 
during the long years of 
dictatorship and in the 
consolidation of democracy 
followi.ng the revolution of 
1974. 

Earlier, introducing the 
policy document, Sampaia 
emphasised the two main 
strands running through all 
aspects of party pol icy: more 
individual and collective 
rights for citizens, and the 
devolution of government and 
administration to the regions. 
He also underlined the party's 
commitment to European 
political union, to the 
European Monetary System, 
and to the democratisation of 
the European institutions. 

ROMANIA 

Protests and violence 
follow victory of Salva­
tion Front 

Elections held on 20 May 
resulted in a landslide victory 
for the National Salvation 
Front and its presidential 
candidate Ion lliescu. 

The final results announced 
on 25 May gave 85.05 per cent 
of the presidential vote to 
lliescu, against only 10.64 per 
cent for Ractu Campeanu of 
the National Liberal Party and 
4.29 for Ion Ratiu of the 
National Peasant Party. 

The parliamentary elections 
also resulted in a large 
majority for the National 
Salvation Front, with 66.31 
per cent (233 seats), against 
the Democratic Magyar Union 
with 7.23 per cent (29 seats), 
the National Liberal Party 
with 6.31 per cent ( 12 seats), 
the National Peasant Party 
with 2.5 l per cent (12 seats), 
the Alliance for the Unity of 

Romania with 2.11 per cent 
(10 sea1ts), the Democratic 
Agrarian Party of Romania 
with 1. 78 per cent (8 seats), 
the Romanian Ecology Party 
with 1.70 per cent (8 seats), 
and the Romanian Social 
Democratic Party with 1.5 per 
cent (Z seats). The Romanian 
Social Democratic Party is led 
by Sergiu Cunescu, a veteran 
of the historic Social Demo­
cratic Party. The 5 remaining 
seats went to other small 
groups, and independents. The 
National Salvation Front also 
gained 92 seats in the 119-seat 
Senate. 

Groups of international 
observers in Romania during 
the elections, including a 
delegation from the Socialist 
International, expressed 
seriou:s concern at the 
numerous irregularities noted. 

Opposition party leaders 
firmly rejected proposals from 
the Front to join a coalition 
government and protests 
against the newly elected 
government 5eaJated. 

On ·13 June, protesters 
stormed the national police 
headquarters and the 
televis;ion centre. 
International condemnation 
followed the violent 
repression of protests by the 
security forces and by miners 
brouglht to Bucharest by the 
authorities. 

The Council of �inisters of 
the European Community 
meeting in Luxembourg on 18 
June condemned 'the 
indiscriminate use of force by 
the Romanian government 
against protesters' and 
deferred the signing of a new 
trade and cooperation 
agreement with Romania. 

Confiidence affirmed 

The Spanish Socialist Workers' 
Party, PSOE, government 
under Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonz;ilez, in power since 
December 1982 and formally 
reinstalled for a third term on 
7 December 1989, sought and 
received a parliamentary vote 
of confidence on 5 April. 



Felipe 

Gonzalez 
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The 176-strong vote in 
favour of the government 
came from the 17 5-member 
PSO£ bloc and the one 
Canaries Independent, AIC. 
There were 130 votes against, 
mainly from the conservative 
Popular Party, PP, and the 
communist-led United Left, 
IU, and 37 abstentions, the 
latter including the Social 
Democratic Centre, CDS, and 
Catalan and 
Basq uenationalists. 

Spain has a new minister of 
labour. The incumbent, 
Manuel Chaves, resigned on 
20 April to seek election to 
the presidency of the regional 
government of Andalulucia in 
June. His successor, named on 
27 April, is Luis Martinez 
Noval, formerly a professor at 
the University of Oviedo. The 
major cabinet posts are 
otherwise unchanged from the 
pre-election line-up, with Jose 
Luis Corcuera as interior 
minister, Narcis Serra at 
defence, Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez at foreign affairs, 
Carlos Solchaga in charge of 

the economy, Javier Solana at 
education and Enrique Mugica 
at justice. The new labour 
minister is expected to 
continue with the post­
election policy of re­
establishing the close 
cooperation with the UGT 
trade union movement which 
existed prior to the one-day 
general strike in December 
1988. 

New Socialist Journal 

The PSOE has a new journal, 
El Socialismo de/ F11t11ro: It is 
published by the Sistema 
Foundation whose president is 
Alfonso Guerra, the deputy 
secretary general of the party 
and vice-president of the the 
Spanish government. 

The journal's international 
management committee 
includes, among others, Oskar 
Lafontaine, Michel Rocard and 
Jorge Semprun. Laurent 
Fabius, Ernest Mandel and 
Alain Touraine are among the 
members of the editorial 
council. The journal, whose 
first number included 
contributions from Willy 
Brandt, Mikhail Gorbachev 
and Giorgio Napolitano, the 
Italian Communist leader, will 
from next year appear 
quarterly. · - -

Speaking at the journal's 
launch in Madrid on 22 March 
Felipe Gonzalez said: 
'something important is 
happening when ideas can be 
expressed which until recently 
were in conflict.' 

SWITZERLAND 

Congress elects new party 
leader 

At its congress held in Basel 
on 28 and 29 April , the Swiss 
Social Democratic Party 
elected a new Party chair. 
Peter Bodenmann, a 38-year­
old lawyer, began his political 
care�r in 1971, as co-founder 
of the Critical Group in his 
canton, which merged in 1982 
with the Social Democratic 
Party. He became a member of 
the federal parliament in 
1987. 

Addressing the congress 
after his election, Bodenmann 
set a short-term aim of 
increasing the red-green vote 
in Switzerland from its 
present 28.7 per cent to 35 
40 per cent. He stressed the 
priority of environmental 
questions and the need to 
make the 'polluter pay', whilst 
highlighting the party's 
commitment on a number of 
issues which were reflected in 
the papers adopted by the 
congress. These included 
reduction in arms expenditure 
and conversion of the 
armaments industry; increase 
in old-age pensions and 
reduction of the retirement 
age; abolition of the political 
police - by whom many party 
activists have suffered invest­
igation and harrassment; the 
establishment of a minimum 
income; an increase in the 
party regulations on quota for 
the representation of women 
from 33.3 to 50 per cent, and 
the phasing out of nuclear 
power stations. 

The congress elected as 
central secretaries Andre 
Daguet, Eva Ecoffey, Barbara 
Geiser, and Rolf Zimmerman. 
Francine Jeanpretre, who 
stood against Bodenmann for 
the presidency, and Ursula 
Ulrich were subsequently 
elected party vice-presidents. 

Peter Bodenmann 
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LAST WORD 

cartoon by Evert 
Karlsson - EWK, from 

Inside Sweden, 

published by the 
International Centre of 

the Swedish Labour 
Movement, AIC. 

'The market is not 
an invention of 
capitalism. It has 
existed for centuries. 
It is an invention of 
civilisation.' 

President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

When John Elliott says, "It isn't 
the money but the principal of the 
thing", it's the money.' 

The Herald, the official organ of 1he 
Australian Labour Party in South 
Australia, with reference to the federal 
president of the Australian Liberal Party. 

•Just when the the signs of global warming
and its implications have become firmer, the
political resolve to to take appropriate
action has weakened in some. quarters.'

Paul Holmen. Greenpeace. 

'They threw me in the river on the frontier with 

Mexico. As I knew how to swim 1 got to the other 

side. It was a very original way to enter a 

country.' 

Comandante Gaspar (Rodrigo Asturias) of the 

Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity 
commenting in El Pals of Madrid on his expulsion 
from Guatemala in 1961. 

'It will not be 
preserved in place. 
It would be 
unrealistic, if there 
are no border 
checks, to have a 
border post.' 

�falOr General 
Ra\·mond Haddock, 
commandant of the US 
senor of Berlin on the 
demolition of 
Che.::kpomt Charlie.

'The first prime minister of a demo­
cratic Hungary must be a fanatic, a 
missionary, or a madman.' 

Hungana11 prime m .. H5fer Joseph Antal/ 

The Organisation of American 
States should, in my opinion, play a 
mediating role between the United 
States and Fidel Castro.' 

President Carlos Andres Perez of 

Venezuela. 








