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THE PEACE DIVIDEND 

One of the dangers created by the Gulf crisis is that the opportunity 
for disarmament which arises at the end of the Cold War might 
be diminished. 

The advantages which detente can bring for ordinary citizens 
everywhere - and particularly for citizens of the poorer countries 
- could be decried by those who are more comfortable spending
money on weapons than on welfare.

The Iraqi aggres,sion must be resisted with determination. At 
the same time it must be made clear that the possibilities offered 
by the peace dividend should be advanced. 

On this issue the opinion of the Socialist International has 
been expressed forcefully. At its conference in the Finnish city 
of Tampere in September our organisation called for new impetus 
in global disarmament. Elsewhere in this issue our president 
Willy Brandt points out with equal forcefulness that the freeing 
of military resources in the cause of human betterment cannot 
be postponed. 

The new international order which is emerging after the end of 
the Cold War must certainly be based on respect for international 
law. At the same tinie it must take account of the urgent need of 
economic development faced by the majority of the population 
of the globe. 
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DEVELOPMENT AND THE 

PEACE DIVIDEND 

At the beginning of the nineties, more and more people understand that North 
and South have to act jointly to safeguard peace and achieve sustainable 
development. These paramount tasks require disarmament, resolution of conflicts 
on a global scale, a slowing of population growth and, last but not least, a new 
kind of economic growth that is sensitive to social problems and our natural 
environment. It is good to know that some steps in this direction are being 
taken. 

Thanks to the end of East-West confrontation, the possibilities for international 
peace-keeping are indeed improving. For the first time in decades, the United 
Nations is being allowed to live up to its original task of preserving world peace. 
Hence, in the face of the Iraqi aggression in Kuwait,. all permanent members of 
the Security Council have been supporting forceful sanctions. Small and large 
countries alike seem to agree that strengthening the United Nations is vital for 
the resolution of regional conflicts. And looking ahead, early warning is 
essential since there are still various trouble spots in the world. 

At long last, arms exporters may have become aware that their arms trade is 
a major source of third world conflicts. Regulation of this bloody type of 
foreign trade is overdue. Therefore all future arms control agreements should 
include - as the INF Treaty did - the mandate to destroy and not redistribute 
sophisticated weapons. Furthermore the non-proliferation of know-how for 
ABC weapons has to be verified by the appropriate UN agencies. 

A comprehensive approach to common security must also address economic, 
social and environmental challenges. People are confronted in all parts of the 
world with economic hardship, ecological stress, social tension or political 
turmoil. 

Harmful disparities in living conditions have been growing along the North
South axis, but also within all regions of the world. While some countries have 
been able to achieve relatively healthy economic growth during the 1980s and 
have improved their social services, many other countries have fallen into deep 
and protracted socio-economic crisis. Ana in too many cases this has resulted 
in a weakening of political stability. 

In view of the grave problems in eastern Europe, the cliche of the highly 
industrialised North is as outdated as the former and always misleading image 
of a uniform South. Large parts of.Latin America and, in particular, of Africa 
face a continuous decline in income and social welfare. Even in Asia, whose 
economic performance has been impressive, the number of people living in 
absolute poverty has increased. 

Mounting debt, worsening terms of trade, high interest rates and growing 
protectionism are major reasons for the poor or even retrogressive development. 
I do not hesitate to add mis-management, corruption and capital flight as 
aggravating factors. 

But one should not forget to mention rapid technological change and selfish 
supply-side policies as main causes of the cut-throat competition in the world 
economy and its financial markets. All nations are under stress. Well-endowed 
countries may have the capacity to respond to these challenges; structurally 

As the SI meets in 

New York, its president 

Willy Brandt 

examines the 

opportunities. 
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weak countries, however, lack the flexibility and the resources for swift adjustment 
to adverse circumstances. 

What is needed in the 1990s is real and long-term assistance for structural 
change. Developing countries must be enabled to participate in the world 5 
economy in a profitable manner. This implies, for instance, debt-reduction and 
enhanced financial flows; adjustment policies which are appropriate to social 
and political realities; international monetary stability; the opening of markets 
for agricultural producers and a safety net for countries which depend on 
commodity exports; access to modern technology and, last but not least, 
special attention to recovery in Africa. All these are long-standing demands of 
the Socialist International. 

New insights, terrible shocks and frightening forecasts call for swift action to 
sustain our eco-system. No doubt deforestation and desertification, the high 
consumption of fossil fuels and the on-going use of CFCs are endangering the 
global climate. The real threats triggered by the art_ificial warming of the planet 
point to energy as the basic issue when we come to reconsider ways and means 
of economic growth. 

There is no alternative but a change in attitudes. Western lifestyles and the 
conventional forms of energy provision, chemical production, road traffic, 
landscaping and agriculture are not sustainable. And who would question that 

Manilla slum: Ron Gilling/Panos Pictures 
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high population growth is adding to the 
risks for the global environment? Since 
time is a scarce resource, decisive measures 
in North and South are urgently needed to 
alleviate the gre·enhouse effect and to 
protect the ozone layer. 

Multilateral cooperation is the key to 
common security in a comprehensive way. 
North-South relations have to be re-shaped 
for a more even distribution of the costs 
and benefits of global interdependence. 
Indeed, there is a growing awareness that 
joint action is required to tackle shared 
problems that emanate from within or 
reach beyond national frontiers. What is 
more, East-West detente has provided new 
opportunities for cooperation in various 
fields of mutual interest, such as 
disarmament and organising peace, 
pollution control, migration and drug 
trafficking. And at least some progress has 
been achieved in policy coordination. 

But regional  and international  
cooperation is still hampered by divergent 
interests, lack of leadership and insistence 
on outmoded concepts of national 
sovereignty.  Rather, multi lateral  

institutions should be strengthened and allowed to survey the performance of 
national governments - regardless of their power status. 

These salient tasks in mind, I reiterate the plea I made at the last Congress of 
our International in Stockholm in June 1989, that a serious review of the 
United Nations and the Bretton Woods institutions is indispensable. We need 
timely decisions from representative and functioning bodies - and, no doubt, 
an enhanced role for the International Court of Justice. 

Although differing values in societies must be cherished, respect for human 
rights must be universal. Furthermore, democratic participation and world
wide solidarity are essential requirements for fruitful cooperation at the turn of 
this century. 

Given the continuing conflicting arguments, I would like finally to recall our 
demand for the freeing of military resources in the cause of human betterment. 
A peace dividend may be in sight and should be shared out, not only at home, 
and not - in the European case - only for reconstruction in the East. At the same 
time, we should strongly reject the bad notion that the peace dividend must 
disappear before a conflict like the one in the Middle East. We know that 
constant efforts are required to commit the world community once again to the 
political objectives of common security and sustainable development for all. 
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ity rights. 
In the building of global peace and 

security, it is important to conclude 
as early as possible the on-going dis
armament negotiations and to set new 
agendas for the future. The SI reiter
ates its call for a speedy conclusion of 
a START treaty, and the continuation 
and strengthening of the ABM treaty. 
The SI welcomes the US-Soviet agree
ment on chemical weapons, but reit
erates its call for a total worldwide 
ban. The SI calls for urgent and effec
tive measures t_o prevent the circum
vention of the existing treaties ban
ning biological weapons. The SI reit
erates its demand for a halt to nuclear 
testing and for positive results at the 
NPT review conference this year to 
reaffirm and strengthen the non-pro
liferation regime beyond 1995. Effec
tive measures are necessary to pre
vent the proliferation of missiles and 
other sophisticated military technol
ogy. 

A comprehensive disarmament 
agenda should include studies and 
negotiations on naval arms control, 
both globally and regionally, confi
dence- and security-building meas
ures at sea, the development of veri
fication of naval arms control and the 
reduction and ultimate elimination of 
tactical nuclear weapons based at sea. 

In some parts of the world, particu
lar attention should also be paid to 
the balance of sea and land based 
forces. 

With the end of the cold war the 
time has come to turn all our energies 
to the construction of a new global 
order. The SI appeals to all govern
ments, social movements and indi
viduals everywhere to work together 
to achieve peace and justice for all 
humanity. 

Tampere, 7 September 1 990 

military means. 'The real force 
to make Iraq withdraw is more 
than military strength. The 
real force is the united will of 
the international 
community ... Conspicuous 
demonstration of military 
strength sometimes produces 
unnecessary provocation, and 
multiplies hatred. Therefore, 
together with military 
demonstration, dialogue and 

negotiations should be 
pursued to a maximum extent. 
In this regard, the initiative 
taken by the UN secretary 
general and the Arab countries 
must be respected, so that 
western nations should refrain 
from unilateral actions. 

'While we seek the solution 
of such urgent issues as 
release of hostages, 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait and restoration 
of Kuwait's legitimate 
government', she concluded, 
'we must approach the long
term issues underlying the 
whole Middle East crisis: 
Palestine-Israel disputes, 
prohibition of chemical 
weapons, denuclearisation of 
the region, and the 
establishment of an 
international consultative 
institution where both 
producers and consumers are 
represented.' 

Among the guests attending 
the Conference was Valentin 
Falin, secretary of the central 
committee of the Soviet 
Communist Party and director 
of its international 
department. He paid tribute to 
the work of the Socialist 
International and many of its 
leaders over recent years: 
'during all those years of 
political stagnation, Europe's 
democratic forces continued 
to lay the basis for another 
detente. Special mention in 
this context should be made 
of the Palme Commissfon and 
of the SI Disarmament 
Advisory Council.' Assessing 
the situation today, he said 
that 'the CPSU welcomes the 
positive trends in Europe ... ', 

. whilst also warning: 'The 
revolutionary changes are not 
only multiplying the potential 
of renewal and helping to 
resol".e the prevailing 
contradictions and abolish 
Europe's spiritual division. 
They also carry a negative 
charge and consequently a 
certain instability. Differences 
and contradictions of a 
national, ethnic and territorial 
nature that have been 
smouldering beneath the 
surface, are coming into the 
open ... 

'New challenges to European 

- --- -- -

security are also springing up 
outside the continent. While 
countries that took part in the 
CSCE have made relatively 
good headway in 
acknowledging that methods 
of military violence are 
unacceptable in resolving 
European disputes, main force 
is still being actively used as a 
political instrument in other 
regions. 

'The latest tragic example is 
the events in the Persian Gulf. 
The main objective today is to 
prevent further bloodshed and 
do everything that can be 
done to untie the knot by 
political means under United 
Nations auspices.' 

Another guest at the 
Conference was Andimba 
Toivo ya Toivo, general 
secretary of SW APO of 
Namibia. Speaking poignantly 
of the recent experience of his 
own people, he recalled 'the 
hundreds of heroic sons and 
daughters, friends and 
comrades lost in the colonial 
war imposed upon our 
people'. 

'Today, as an independent 
nation', he continued, 'we can 
tell what is the price of 
freedom and peace, an asset 
which we dare not lose again.' 

He went on to applaud the 
decision of the ANC to 
suspend the armed struggle in 
South Africa in order to 
facilitate the negotiation 
process, and to appeal for the 
redirection of resources from 
military expenditure to 
development: 'In the "third 
world" countries, millions are 
starving from disease, hunger 
and poverty. How many more 
schools, hospitals and 
research institutes could be 
built if only a substantial 
portion of the astronomical 
expenditure for military 
purposes cound be spent on 
socially beneficial projects?' 

Kari Tapiola, representing 
the International 
Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, spoke of the 
importance of planning, 
negotiation and involving all 
concerned, including the 
workers, in conversion of the 

Continues on page 37 
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FIRST SI MISSION 

TO THE BALTIC 

REPUBLICS 

I The Socialist International
sent a mission to the Baltic 
republics from 8 to 12 
September, the first time this 
had been done since the 
International was re-founded 
in 1951. 

The mission was headed by 
I Luis Ayala, the SI secretary 

I 
general, and included Ralf 
Pittelkow of the Danish Social 
Democratic Party, Jouko Elo of 

I the Finnish Social Democratic
Party, Hans-Eberhard Dingels 

I 
of the Social Democratic Party 
of the German Federal 
Republic, Mike Gapes of the 
British Labour Party, Siri 
Bjerke of the Norwegian 
Labour Party, Barbara 
Dtihrkop of the Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party and 
Conny Fredriksson of the 
Swedish Social Democratic 
Party. 

HANS-EBERHARD 

DINGELS 

The members of the mission 
met leaders of the parties 
represented in the parliaments 
of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia. 

Extensive talks were held 
with representatives and 
leaders of the re-established 
social democratic parties in 
the three republics. 

In Vilnius, the mission held 
a meeting with the council of 
the re-established Social 
Democratic Party of Lithuania 
and was received by the 
leaders of the main political 
parties represented in the 
Supreme Council of the 
Republic and by President 
Vytautas Landsbergis. 

The programme in Riga, the 
Latvian capital, included 
meetings with the social 
democratic leaders and 
discussions with A. Gorbunovs, 

Hans-Eberhard Dingels of the 
German Social Democratic 
Party, SPD, one of the longest 
serving international 
secretaries in any Socialist 
International member party, 
celebrates his sixtieth 
birthday on 22 October. Born 
in Bonn many years before it 
became the capital of the 
Federal Republic, he is a 
committed Rheinlander, 
having gone to school in the 
town and studied law and 
political science at its 
university. 

He joined the party at 
twenty-one, in the year he 
went to Bonn University. That 
same year he started his 
international career, 
becoming international 
secretary of the German 
branch of the Falcon 

the president of the country's 
Supreme Council, with Janis 
Jurkans, the Latvian foreign 
minister, and with leaders of 
the Popular Front. 

In Tallinn, the mission held 
meetings with the newly 
elected leadership of the 
Estonian social democrats, 
following a conference at 
which social democrats were 
united in forming a new 
single party. The mission was 
also received by Edgar 
Savisaar, prime minister of the 
Estonian republic and by 
deputies of the principal 
political forces in the Estonian 
Supreme Council. 

A full report on the mission 
will be submitted to the SI 
Council meeting in New York 
in October. 

Movement. After graduating 
in 1957 he was appointed 
assistant in the foreign 
department of the SPD 
National Executive 
Committee, becoming its head 
and SPD representative to the 
bureau meetings of the SI four 
years later. He continued in 
the foreign department till 
1980, when he was named to 
the newly-created post of 
international secretary of the 
party. 

Thus, he has served his 
party as its senior 
international officer for the 
last 29 years. 



AUSTRIA AND THE MILITARY 

GATEWAY TO THE FREE WEST? 

by Johanna Dohnal 

When our European world was still in order, our country was often characterised 
as the gateway to the free west. To the north we have a border with Czechoslovakia, 
to the east with Hungary, and to the south with Yugoslavia. The order consisted 
of the so-called 'iron curtain', memories of the occupation after the Second 
World War untill 1955 by the victorious powers (the USA, Great Britain, France 
and the USSR), the 1956 crisis in Hungary when 280,000 Hungarians fled to o-ur 
country, the Prague Spring quashed in 1968 when tens of thousands of 

Czechoslovaks also fled from the Red Army 
into our country (according to the Federal 
Ministry for Internal Affairs, between 21 August 
and 23 October 1968, 96,000 Czecli citizens 
entered Austria from the CSSR and a further 
66,000 Czechs entered Austria via Yugoslavia. 
Approximately 129,000 returned to their 
homeland). 

Another part of this order was to describe 
NATO's gigantic stockpiling of weapons as 
modernisation. Those who did not see it that 
way, the peace movement for example, were 
described as one-sided. This meant blind to 
the threats from the East, that is the USSR. 
Measures aimed at building trust, unilateral 
advances on disarmament, demilitarised zones 
or even a Europe free of nuclear weapons were 
considered unrealistically utopian. 

Another feature of our order was our 
Marie Marcks 

"Roll doch das Ding" neutrality status. In 1955 our country professed 
Frauenbuchverlag perpetual neutrality. What we professed was 

,,____ ___________ --r--------------' armed neutrality based on the Swiss model.
Your partner for security 

Publisher and Editor 
Marla Rodriguez-Jonas 

This had the following effect on our country: the establishment of an army 
(the Austrian Federal Armed Forces). 

In consequence, it was claimed that a country that has its own arniy must also 
have its own arms production. But, as Austria is a very small country, weapons 
produced here must als.o for economic reasons be exported. 

So, the export of weapons also took place, e.g. tanks to Chile, Uruguay, El 
Salvador, Argentina, Bolivia; guns to Iran and Iraq, etc. 

The peace movement protested. A spectacular hunger strike in Linz, Upper 
Austria, in which representatives of every political and religious grouping took 
part, was the stimulus for a major discussion of Austria's arms production and 
export industry. Th� plan at the time (1980) to export tanks to Chile was halted 
and the law on exporting weapons was tightened up. 

In Austria at the moment, legal action is being taken against managers of the 
state-owned arms industry because of exports that break the law on neutrality. 
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WOMEN & POLITICS 

Switzerland 

SWITZERLAND WITHOUT 

AN ARMY? 

by Sonya Schmidt-Brugger 

HOW THE REFERENDUM CAME ABOUT 
The Switzerland Without an Army group (SWA) - the core made up of Young 
Socialists - launched its Campaign for a Switzerland without an army and for 
a comprehensive peace policy in March 1985. In September 1986, on the 
deadline, the campaign petition was handed in bearing 113,000 signatures 
(100,000 were required). Collecting the signatures demanded a great deal of 
moral courage as the collectors were insulted, stigmatised as traitors and 
hindered whilst canvassing. The fact that the initiators were doing no more 
than exercising a constitutional right was unbearable to leading figures in the 
military, business and politics. Banks refused to open a simple account for the 
SW A as an account for opponents of the army was not in keeping with the style 
and customs of the banks. By now we are all aware that Duvalier, Marcos and 
other dictators had no problems investing their money in Swiss banks. 

The campaign had no chance at all in parliament; the vote there recommended 
that the Swiss people reject it, with 172 votes cast in favour, 13 against and 7 
abstentions. No wonder. At the time the SWA petition was being dealt with, 
there were 1 brigadier, 10 colonels, 5 lieutenant colonels, 11 majors, 16 
captains and 15 lieutenants in parliament, a total of 58 military officers out of 
200 parliamentarians. Switzerland not only has an army militia but also a 
parliamentary militia. 

THE CAMPAIGN TEXT 
Proposed new formulation of Articles 17 and 18 of the Federal Constitution: 

'Article 17. Switzerland does not have an army. The federation, cantons, 
communities and private individuals are forbidden to train or maintain military 
armed forces.' 

Switzerland is developing a comprehensive peace policy which will strengthen 
the self-determination of the people and promote solidarity amongst nations. 

The enactment of this clause of the constitution is a matter for the legislature. 
'Article 18. No clause of this constitution may be so interpreted as to presume 

or justify the existence of an army.' 

THE RESULT OF THE REFERENDUM 
:,052,218 or 35.6 percent in favour, i.e. for the abolition of the army; 1,903,797 
or 64.4 percent against, i.e. for maintaining the army. 

Bern University's Research Centre for Swiss Politics analysed this result (VOX 
Analysis N2 38): 

Starting from the assumption that the people were behind the army 'to a 
man', the authorities, politicians, pundits and probably a wide section of the 
population were expecting the referendum to be massively rejected. 

Accordingly, Switzerland appeared surprised, rattled or delighted on the 

On 26 November 1989 

Swiss citizens went to the 

polls in a referendum on 

Switzerland Without an 

Army. This vote attracted 

a great deal of attention; 

what country can 

actually abolish its army 

by means of a 

referendum? 
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-Switzerland, should make its own contribution to worldwide disarmament.
-The real threats to the country are of its own making or global in nature. The

military is powerless in face of them. (VOX Analysis N2 38, pp 18-19). 
This vote reflected the contradictions in Switzerland's political landscape, 

contradicticms such as right/left, traditional values/new values, and government/ 
opposition. Those of the extreme right - membei:s of military organisations, 
supporters of the bourgeois parties -voted against. Those of the far left - Greens, 
supporters of the Socialist Party, sympathisers in the women's and peace 
movements - voted in favour. However, social contradi<:tions also emerged: 
farmers, the over-60s, house-owners, nual inhabitants, residents of more than 
5 years standing, those without higher education, voted against. Students, 
agnostics, 20-30 year-olds, residents of less than five years, those with higher 
education, voted ih favour. Analysis of entire groups reveals correlations which 
are statistically relevant and generalisable: 

Age: The most significant sociological con,trast occurs along the age dimension. 
The majority of those under 40 <1.re in favour of abolishing the army. Those of 
pensionable age utterly reject the referendum. 

Integration: The higner the level of social integration (long term residency 
and home-ownership), the more likely a positive attitude to the <1.rmy. 

Education: The higher the level of education, the stronger the support for 
the abolition of the army. (VOX, p 23). 

MOTIVES OF THOSE VOTING IN FAVOUR 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE 
31 per cent of those voting in favour considered military expenditure too high 
(VOX, p 25). 

On 5 December 1989, 10 days after the referendum, the 1990 budget was 
discussed in parliament. Social Democrats, Greens and individuals called 
without success for a reduction in the military budget, the motion was defeated 
by 126 votes to 66. This means that in 1990 Switzerland will devote 19.3 per 
cent of the federal budget on military expenditure (5,761 million francs), an 
increase of 12 per cent on the previous year. The handling of the military 
budget is an expression of the self-assuredness and power of bourgeois Switzerland. 

MILITARY DENSITY PER 100 KM2 
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THE CHALLENGES FACING WOMEN IN CHILE 

"WE HAVE BEEN LEFT ON THE 

SIDELINES IN TERMS OF WOMEN'S 

DEVELOPMENT" 

by Paula Orr 

After 16 years of military dictatorship, women in Chile have multiple and 
highly reasonable demands to make of the new government. The right to 
housing, improved living standards ('Couldn't they raise child benefit just 
enough to cover the cost of milk?', one working class woman commented), 
access to education and health, and the possibility of enjoying family life with 
a degree of security and intimacy: these are some of the demands that come 
pouring out when you ask women what changes they would like to see. 

And as regards women's rights? 'We want to be valued for the role we play. 
When women feel that they are as important as men, it is easier for them to 
organise and fight for their rights', says a woman who has just joined a 
community group. 

The truth is that for years the vital role that women were playing in Chile 
went unrecognised or was denied. The fact that women were having to maintain 
their families, or hold together whole communities that were being undermined 
by mass unemployment and hunger, or defend the basic concepts. of human 
dignity through their untiring search for the victims of human rights abuses: 
all this was a clear condemnation of military rule, and was therefore swept 
under the carpet. Today these women feel that they have the right to make their 
voices heard. 

The Concerta-ci6n (the alliance of democratic parties that opposed the 
continuation of the Pinochet regime in the 1989 elections) recognised the 
importance of women's participation and provided conditions for the 
consultations between women throughout the country, which culminated in 
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54 either choose to arrange 
relations bilaterally, with the 
size and economic strength 
that we happen to possess, or 
we can do it together with 
other countries'. 

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 

Strikes and protests 

Jose Francisco Pefia Gomez, 
leader of the Dominican 
Revolutionary Party, PRD, 
called the recent record of 
President Joaquin Balaguer 'a 
total failure in the economic 
sense'. Balaguer took office on 
19 August for a sixth term, 
after he was finally declared 
elected in the polls on 16 May 
which the opposition strongly 
condemned as fraudulent. As 
Balaguer returned to office, a 
score of people died and 
thousands were arrested as 
strikes and protests gripped 
the country. 

ECUADOR 

Election setback 

President Rodrigo Borja 

Mid-term elections were held 
on 17 June for the 60 
constituency-based seats in 
the National Congress (the 
other 12 members were 
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elected on national lists in 
1988 for a four-year term) and 
for 50 seats in provincial and 
528 in municipal assemblies. 
The results proved 
disappointing for the ruling 
Democratic Left, ID, which 
lost ground to both the right
wing Social Christian Party, 
PSC, and the Socialist Party, 
PSE. 

When parliament resumed 
on 10 August, ID had 11 of 
the 72 seats, as against 30 at 
dissolution, and its ally, the 
christian democratic People's 
Democracy movement, DP, 
had 3 (7). The PSC had 17 (6) 
and the PSE 7 (4), while the 
populist Ecuadorian 
Roldosista Party, PRE, held its 
nine seats; the balance was 
shared by six minor 
formations. President Rodrigo 
Borja attributed the slide in 
the social democratic vote to 
the policies of economic 
restraint forced on his 
government by declining oil 
revenues and foreign debt, but 
derived some satisfaction from 
the fact that the polling took 
place freely, fairly and. without violence, reafhrmmg 
Ecuador's commitment to 
democracy a decade after the 
return of civilian government. 

EGYPT 

Mubarak condemns Iraq, 
seeks Arab solution 

President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt led the majority of 
Arab states in their 
condemnation of the Iraqi 
invasion and annexation of 
Kuwait in August, while at 
the same time making 
strenuous diplomatic efforts 
to find an Arab solution to 
the resultant Gulf crisis. 
Mubarak heads the ruling 
National Democratic Party, 
NDP, of Egypt, which is a full 
member of the Socialist 
International. Other SI 
parties in the Arab world, in 
Tunisia and Lebanon, though 
not in Morocco, have also 
lent their political weight to 
the Egyptian line. . Immediately after the Iraqi 

invasion Mubarak asserted 
Egypt's traditional leadership 
of the Arab world by 
convening an emergency 
session of the Arab League in 
Cairo on 9-10 August. The 
outcome was a majority vote 
condemning the Iraqi action, 
calling for the restoration of 
Kuwait's legitimate 
government and backing the 
deployment of Arab military 
forces in Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states to defend 
them against potential 
aggression. Detachments of 
Egyptian and other Arab 
troops were subsequently 
deployed on Saudi territory. 

Only Iraq, Libya and the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, PLO, opposed 
the League decision, although 
Algeria and Yemen abstained 
while Jordan, Sudan and 
Mauritiania expressed 
reservations. Those backing 
the majority position included 
Tunisia and Lebanon. 

EL SALVADOR 

Peace talks 

The UN-backed peace talks 
between the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, 
FMLN, and political 
representatives including 
those of Alfredo Cristiani's 
right-wing Nationalist 

President 

Hosni 

Mubarak 
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Republican Alliance, ARENA, 
government opened in 
Venezuela in May (see SA 2/ 
90, page 57) with subsequent 
monthly sessions in Mexico 
and Costa Rica. The 
negotiations, conducted in 
private, resumed in August in 
Costa Rica, but that session 
ended without agreement on 
the necessary conditions for 
the ceasefire which had been 
scheduled for 15 September. 

The sticking points appear 
to be, on the one hand, the 
FMLN demand for far-reaching 
reforms of the armed forces 
and the judiciary, the need for 
which has been emphasised by 
the constant obstruction of 
death-squad prosecutions, and 
on the other, the army's 
insistence that the FMLN 
disarm and demobilise before 
any such reforms. Although 
there was broad agreement on 
a three-stage peace process, 
moving from ceasefire to 
institutional reforms and then 
to the opening up of political 
participation, the main 
achievement to date has been 
an agreement on 26 July, at 
the conclusion of the previous 
round of talks, to install an 
UN-sponsored human rights 
commission after the 
establishment of a ceasefire; 
both sides gave a commitment 
to minimise civilian casualties 
in the interim. 

Recent FMLN activity has 
accordingly concentrated on 
economic sabotage, especially 
of power lines, and on attacks 
on military personnel. 
However the government 
acknowledged that there has 
been an increase in killings 
and 'disappearances' 
attributable to the army
backed death-squads, 
reckoned to be responsible for 
some 40,000 murders in the 
past decade. 

GERMANY 

Unity treaty signed 

The treaty providing for the 
German Democratic Republic 
and the Federal Republic of 
Germany to become formally 
united on 3 October 1990 -

less than a year after the 
opening of the Berlin Wall in 
November 1989 - was duly 
signed in East Berlin on 31 
August. The first all-German 
general elections are 
scheduled to take place on 2 
December, when the Social 
Democrats, SPD, currently in 
opposition on both sides of 
the border, will challenge for 
government power in the 
unified state. 

Signature of the political 
unity instrument followed the 
advent of monetary and 
economic union between the 
two German states on 1 July 
and the introduction of the 
West German Deutschmark in 
the East on a one-for-one basis 
against the discontinued 
Ostmark. The remaining 
international diplomatic 
obstacle to unification was 
overcome in mid-July when 
the USSR accepted that united 
Germany would assume West 
Germany's NATO 
membership, subject to Soviet 
forces remaining in East 
Germany for a transitional 
period. 

The 1,100-page unity treaty 
finally secured the 
endorsement of all major 
parties in East and West, 
although only after much 
wrangling on both sides of the 
border. In the Federal 
Republic the SPD successfully 
resisted attempts by 
Chancellor Kohl's Christian 
Democrats, CDU, to 
steamroller through proposals 
that general elections should 
precede formal unification 
and that the 5 per cent barrier 
to representation applicable in 
the West should not operate 
in the East. 

The CDU's proposal that 
parties in the East should not 
have to surmount the 5 per 
cent hurdle was attacked by 
the SPD as naked 
gerrymandering for purposes 
of electoral gain. The GDR 
prime minister, Lothar de 
Maiziere (CDU), wanted 
eastern Germany to be treated 
as a separate electoral 
constituency, with a 3 per 
cent barrier to representation. 
But as the SPD pointed out, 
this would allow small parties 
of the anti-SPD left, such as 
the Party of Democratic 

Oskar Lafontaine 

Socialism (the reincarnation 
of the former ruling 
communist Socialist Unity 
Party), to take seats from the 
SPD. Under such a system, 
moreover, small CDU-allied 
parties, such as the German 
Social Union, would probably 
survive in parliament and 
thus increase centre-right 
strength. 

In the GDR the row over 
electoral procedure caused the 
departure from the coalition 
of the small Free Democratic 
Party on 24 July and a threat 
by the SPD to follow suit. 
However, the SPD withdrew 
its threat when, two days 
later, pressure from the West 
German SPD obliged the 
government to accept that the 
5 per cent rule would be 
applied on an all-German 
basis, subject to the possibility 
that a party obtaining over 5 
per cent of the vote in a 
particular state could be 
allocated seats in the new 
parliament. 
Political controversy then 
focused on the actual target 
dates for unification and all
German elections. In a 
surprise initiative, taken 
without consulting his SPD 
government partners, de 
Maiziere proposed in early 
August that unification and 
elections should be brought 
forward to mid-October. This 
was immediately taken up by 
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56 Chancellor Kohl. 
While accepting the earliest 

possible unification, the SPD 
dismissed the early elections 
proposal as reflecting the 
CDU's fear that a December 
poll would allow more time 
for the chronic weakness of 
the GDR economy to become 
apparent and thus confirm 
SPD warnings about the 
massive likely cost of 
unification to German 
taxpayers. In the event, the 
Christian Democrats backed 
down on the date of elections 
(which remained set for 2 
December) and a compromise 
agreement eventually 
established the target date for 
unification as 3 October. 

Such was the acrimony 
generated in East Berlin by 
this and other disputes about 
the unification process that 
the CDU/SPD coalition did 
not survive. On 15 August de 
Maiziere sacked the SPD 
finance minister, Walter 
Romberg, as well as the 
agriculture minister, Peter 
Pollack, a close SPD ally, 
accusing them of 
incompetence. The SPD 
responded by pulling all of its 
ministers out of the coalition 
a few days later. The finance 
spokesperson of the SPD in 
the Federal Republic, Ingrid 
Matthias-Maier, said that 
Romberg had been sacked for 
telling the truth about the 
cost of unification. She also 
called for defence spending 
cuts of DM6,000 million to be 
made in 1991 to provide 
additional resources for 
restructuring in eastern 
Germany. 

In late June the West 
German SPD executive 
decided that Hans-Jochen 
Vogel would retain the party 
chairmanship. The formal 
merger of the West and East 
SPDs is due to be accom
plished at a special Berlin 
congress in late September. 
Under an earlier decision, the 
SPD's candidate for the 
chancellorship in the 
December all-German 
elections will be Oskar 
Lafontaine, currently premier 
of Saarland (see 2/90, page 
58). 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

Labour presents new 
policy programme 

The major transformation in 
the British Labour Party's 
attitude to the European 
Community, nuclear defence 
issues and the market 
economy was confirmed in its 
policy review document 
published in definitive form in 
the summer. Entitled 'Looking 
to the Future', the document is 
the fruit of a lengthy 
reassessment of all aspects of 
policy in the wake of the 
party's 1987 election defeat 
and will form the basis of the 
next Labour election 
manifesto. 

On the European 
Community, the document 
asserts that Britain's economic 
future is inseparable from the 
economic future of the EC as a 
whole, adding that Britain 
must play a positive role in 
shaping the Community - for 
example, by accepting and 
endorsing the European Social 
Charter. A Labour government 
would negotiate Britain's entry 
into the exchange rate 
mechanism of the European 
monetary system 'at the 
earliest possible opportunity 
on the basis of prudent and 
reasonable conditions'. At the 
same time Labour would 
oppose the creation of 'an all
powerful but unaccountable' 
European central bank. 

Labour supports the 
extension of majority voting 
in EC bodies where it would 
help to improve social policy 
and raise environmental 
standards. The European 
Parliament should be given 
the powers it needs to 
complement - not to replace -
national parliaments and 
should be able to initiate 
proposals for legislation. 
Labour favours enlargement of 
the EC to include the majority 
of European countries, starting 
with Austria and Norway, 
whose membership would 
facilitate applications from 
Switzerland and Sweden. 
Eventually a Labour 
government would welcome 
applications from the new 

democracies of central and 
eastern Europe. 

On defence and security 
issues, the policy review 
resulted in the abandonment 
of the unilateralist stance on 
renunciation of nuclear 
weapons. A future Labour 
government will have 
flexibility in pursuing through 
international negotiation the 
goal of a non-nuclear defence 
policy, without deadlines or 
rigid commitments to 
unilateral action. Within 
Europe, Labour seeks a new 
security framework in which 
NATO continues to play a 
constructive role and where 
security is achieved at a far 
lower level of armaments. The 
effective collapse of the 
Warsaw Pact and planned 
reduction in Soviet force 
levels would make possible, 
through international 
negotiation, substantial cuts 
in British defence spending. A 
Labour government will 
strongly oppose any attempt 
to give the European 
Community a military role. 

As regards economic policy, 
accepting that the operation 
of market forces is essential in 
many areas, a Labour 
government will at the same 
time tackle the shortcomings 
of the market and regulate its 
activities to prevent abuses 
and to ensure the fullest 
possible employment. 
Priorities will be to ensure 
appropriate education and 
training, environmental 
protection measures, 
scientific, technological and 
infrastructural investment, 
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and regional development. 
In a section on constitutional 
matters, the Labour Party 
commits itself to creating an 
elected second chamber in 
place of the largely hereditary 
House of Lords. Scotland will 
be given its own parliament, 
while elected assemblies will 
be created for Wales and the 
English regions. On the 
Northern Ireland question, 
Labour sees the long-term 
solution as being a united 
Ireland achieved with the 
consent of a majority in the 
North. 
On electoral procedure, 
Labour sees no good reason to 
change the established first
past-the-post constituency 
system for House of Commons 
elections. However, it 
proposes further study of 
possible different methods for 
elections to the proposed new 
second chamber and regional 
assemblies and also to the 
European Paliament. 

GUATEMALA 

Violence continues as 
elections approach 

The Democratic Socialist 
Party, PSD, the SI member 
party in Guatemala, has 
adopted Rene Leon Schlotter 
as its presidential candidate 
and Aracely Conde de Paiz as 
vice-presidential candidate for 
the elections to be held on 11 
November. 

General Efrain Rios Montt, 
who seized power in a putsch 
in 1982 and inaugurated one 
of the bloodiest regimes of 
recent years, has appealed 
against a court ruling to the 
effect that he was 
constitutionally disbarred 
from standing in the election 
because of his participation in 
a coup. The former dictator 
argues that it is unfair to 
apply the 1985 constitution 
retrospectively. 

General Leonel Bolanoz, the 
defence minister, meanwhile 
annonced that the army 
would not permit instability 
at election time and told 
politicians 'they must 

understand the will of the 
people is going to come out at 
the polls.' 

Christian Democratic 
President Vinicio Cerezo's 
human rights office recently 
reported that 225 people had 
been murdered by death 
squads since the beginning of 
the year. 

HAITI 

Democratisation in doubt 

The slow pace of reforms since 
the installation in March of 
an interim government under 
President Ertha Pascal
Trouillot has given rise to 
fears that national, provincial 
and municipal elections 
planned for 4 November may 
not be held under free and 
fair conditions. 

Louis Roy, chairman of the 
19-member council of state
which shares power with
Pascal-Trouillot, announced
on 15 August that because of
political violence and the
president's failure to
reorganise the army, police
and judiciary, the council
would use its hitherto
untested veto on future
presidential decisions in order
to increase pressure for
democratisation. The first
serious confrontation arose on
24 August when Pascal
Trouillot, ignoring the
council, nominated
replacements for five
ministers who had resigned en
bloc to protest at the lack of 
progress. There have been
many reports of continuing
human rights abuses.

The social democratic 
National Progressive 
Revolutionary Party of Haiti, 
PANPRA, an SI member party, 
and other parties in the 
Concertation Assembly front 
backed a general strike and 
other popular protests at the 
unhindered return on 7 July 
of notorious Duvalier 
henchmen Roger Lafontant, 
and Williams Regala, number 
two in the Namphy regime 
which fell in March. However 
the P ANPRA, along with the 

Christian Democrats and the 
Democratic Renewal 
Movement, MIDH, 
condemned the 'adventurist' 
strategy of sevE;n other parties 
which on 11 July issued an 
ultimatum demanding the 
imprisonment of both men or 
the resignation of Pascal
Trouillot. 

/SRA EL 

Peres wards off Rabin 
challenge 

At a session of the Israel 
Labour Party's central 
committee in Tel Aviv on 22 
July, former prime minister 
Shimon Peres easily repulsed a 
challenge by ltzhak Rabin for 
the party leadership. Rabin 
made his bid following Peres's 
withdrawal from the 
longstanding national unity 
coalition with the right-wing 
Likud in March and 
subsequent failure to form a 
Labour-led government 
committed to Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations (see 2/90, 
page 61). 

Peres (67) replaced Rabin 
(68) as party leader in 1977
shortly before Labour went
into opposition to Likud for
the first time since the
creation of Israel. Both men
served in post-1984 national
unity coalitions, Peres latterly
as foreign minister and Rabin
as defence minister. While the
Labour leader has in recent
years headed the party's
dovish wing, Rabin has
achieved considerable public
acclaim beyond the ranks of
Labour supporters for his stern
handling of the Palestinian
intifada in the occupied
territories.

Rabin's challenge was 
backed by a majority of 
Labour Knesset members, 
including some leading doves, 
by the party's executive 
bureau and by the trade union 
leadership. However, the 
decision rested in the party's 
central committee of some 
1,300 members. A fighting 
speech by Peres consolidated 
his support in the central 
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committee, which voted by 54 
to 46 per cent against an 
immediate election, thus 
backing his continued 
leadership. There were a 
significant number of 
abstentions, and after the vote 
two prominent members of 
the party's younger 
generation, Ora Namir and 
Moshe Shahal, both declared 
their intention to run for the 
leadership when an election 
came. 
After his victory Peres pledged 
himself to lead Labour in 
militant opposition to the 
Likud-led government, adding 
that 'the struggle is now for a 
credible peace process'. 

LUXEMBOURG 

Robert Krieps 

Robert Krieps, former 
chair of the Luxemburg 
Socialist Workers' Party, 
LSAP /POSL, former 
minister, and member of 
the European Parliament, 
died on 11 August at the 
age of 67. 
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MALAYSIA 

Repressive measures 
opposed by OAP 

The opposition Democratic 
Action Party, DAP, has 
mounted strenuous 
parliamentary opposition to a 
government measure 
strengthening executive 
control over the operation of 
the already represssive 
Internal Security Act, ISA. The 
DAP campaign followed the 
unconditional release in April 
of the party's parliamentary 
leader, Lim Kit Siang, after 30 
months in detention. 
Also released was Lim's son, 
Lim Guan Eng. They were the 
last of the 106 detainees, 
mainly DAP members, arrested 
in October 1987 in a security 
clampdown under the ISA (see 
4/87, page 71). The arrests had 
been justified by the National 
Front government on the 
grounds that the detainees 
had stirred up racial tensions 
between the dominant Malay 
community and the Chinese 
minority. These claims were 
rejected then and since by the 
DAP, which although drawing 
its main support from 
Malaysian Chinese is strongly 
committed to multiracialism. 
The government's proposal on 
the ISA removed from the 
courts the power of judicial 
review of security cases, 
meaning that the executive 
would make the final 
decisions on appeals. The 
measure was condemned not 
only by the DAP but also by 
the Malaysian Bar Council and 
Amnesty International as 
undermining the powers of 
the judiciary and thus basic 
human rights. In the event, 
however, the government used 
its large parliamentary 
majority to secure adoption of 
the measure on 26 June by 93 
votes to 26. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Prime minister resigns 
in election run-up 

Labour Prime Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer resigned on 3 
September, just 8 weeks before 
general elections. He had been 
prime minister since the 
resignation of David Lange in 
August last year. Palmer was 
succeeded by Foreign Minister 
Mike Moore, 41, a popular 
figure whose appointment was 
though likely to boost 
Labour's election chances 
after opinion polls over the 
summer showed Labour 
trailing the opposition 
National Party by a 
considerable margin. 

PAKISTAN 

Bhutto ejected at 
military's behest 

The Pakistan People's Party, 
PPP, government of Benazir 
Bhutto was unceremoniously 
ejected from power on 6 
August in what the deposed 
prime minister described as a 
'constitutional coup' carried 
out at the behest of the 
country's powerful military 
leadership. A consultative 
member of the Socialist 

Mike Moore 
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Radical Party of Chile, PR 
National Liberation Party, PLN, Costa Rica 
Movement for a New Antilles, MAN, Cura�ao 
Czechoslovak S.ocial Democratic Party 
Social Democratic Party, Denmark 
Dominican Revolutionary Party, PRO, Dominican Republic 
Democratic Left, lO, Ecuador 
National Democratic Party, NOP, Egypt 
National Revolutionary Movement, MNR, El Salvador 
Social Democratic Party, SOP, Finland 
Socialist Party, PS, France 
Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD, Federal 

Republic of Germany 
Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD, German 

Democratic Republic 
The Labour Party, Great Britain 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement, PASOK, Greece 
Democratic Socialist Party of Guatemala, PSD 
Social Democratic Party of Hungary 
Social Democratic Party, Iceland 
The labour Party, Ireland 
Israel Labour Party 
United Workers' Party, MAPAM, Israel 
Italian Social Democratic Party, PSDI 
Italian Socialist Party, PSI 
Peoples' National Party, PNP, Jamaica 
Japan Democratic Socialist Party, DSP 
Socialist Party of Japan, SPJ 
Progressive Socialist Party, PSP, Lebanon 
Luxembourg Socialist Workers' Party, LSAP/POSL 
Democratic Action Party, OAP, Malaysia 
Malta labour Party 
Mauritius Labour Party 
Labour Party, PvdA, Netherlands 
New Zealand Labour Party 
Social Democratic and Labour Party, SDlP, 

Northern Ireland 
Norwegian Labour Party, DNA 
Revolutionary Febrerista Party, PRF, Paraguay 
Socialist Party, PS, Portugal 
San Marino Socialist Party, PSS 
Socialist Party of Senegal, PS 
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, PSOE 
Swedish Social Democratic Party, SAP 
Social Democr.atic Party of Switzerland 
Constitutional Democratic Assembly, !ICD, Tunisia 

Social Democratic Populist Party, SHP, Turkey 
Democratic Socialists of America, DSA, USA 
Social Democrats USA, SOUSA 
Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela 

Consultatlve parties 
People's Electoral Movement, MEP, Aruba 
Revolutionary Left Movement, MIR, Bolivia 
EDEK Socialist Party of Cyprus 
Siumut, Greenland 
Working People's Alliance, WPA, Guyana 
National Progressive Revolutionary Party of Haiti, 

PANPRA 
Party for National Unity, VITM, Madagascar 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces, USFP, Morocco 
Nepali Congress Party 
Pakistan People's Party, PPP 
Peruvian Aprista Party, PAP 
Puerto Rican Independence Party, PIP 
Progressive labour Party of St. Lucia, PLP 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Labour Party, SVGLP 
Popular Unity Movement, MUP, Tunisia 
Democratic left Party, DSP, Turkey 
People's Electoral Movement, MEP, Venezuela 

Consultatlve parties - members of SUCEE 
Estonian Socialist Party 
Social Democratic Workers' Party of Latvia 
Lithuanian Social Democratic Party 
Polish Socialist Party 
Romanian Social Democratic Party 
Socialist Party of Yugoslavia 

Fraternal organls·atlons 
International Falcon Movement/ Socialist Educational 

International, IFM/SEI 
International Union of Socialist Youth, IUSY 
Socialist International Women, SIW 

Associated organisations 
Asia,Pacific Socialist Organisati0n, APSO 
Confederation of the Socialist Parties of the European 

Community 
International Federation of the Socialist and 

Democratic Press, IFSDP 
International Union of Soc.ial Democratic Teachers, 

IUSDT 
lewish Labour Sund, Jl8 
labour Sports International, CSIT 
Socialist Gro�p

1 
European Parliament 

Socialist Union of Central and Eastern Europe, SUCEE 
World labour Zionist Movement, WLZM 










