














































South African presidency the 
words of Thabo Mbeki, recorded 
here in 1995 when he was director 
of information, secretary of 
presidential affairs and of 
international affairs, are 
particularly interesting on the 
question of the balance between 
humanitarian help and political 
help offered from outside to the 
ANC. 

He says, 'The material, 
humanitarian assistance was very 
important, but it was that political 
stance that was criticial to the 
people inside the country and to 
the people outside the country. For 
instance, when the issue of the 
legitimacy of the South African 
regime arose, with a whole range 
of implications, someone like Olof 
Palme would say that 'the reason 
why I support the right of the 
people of South Africa to fight for 
their own liberation is that I do 
not believe that the South African 
regime is legitimate. We are not 
protesting against bad things done 
by an entity which otherwise is 
legitimate.' 

Once you had gone beyond that 
to say: 'We do not recognise the 
legitimacy of this government and 
the system that it is defending; let 
us rise against it and get rid of it', 
the position of the ANC inside the 
country and elsewhere changed, 
even in terms of the armed 
struggle.' 

These two volumes are to be 
greatly welcomed. They are the 
first of a series which will cover 
the involvement of the Nordic 
countries as a whole in Southern 
Africa. If the rest are up to the 
standard of these, students of 
international politics will be 
fortunate indeed. 

La Historia Oculta del 
Regimen Mllltar: 
Memorla de una Epoca, 
1973 - 1988 
by Ascanlo Cavallo, Manuel 
Salazar and Oscar Sepulveda 
Santiago 
Grijalbo, 1 998 
ISBN 956 258 059 8 

La Historla Oculta de la 
Transicl6n: Memorla de 
una Epoca, 1990-1998 
by Ascanlo Cavallo Santiago 
Grijalbo, 1998

ISBN 956 258 075 K 

As one who witnessed Augusto 
Pinochet's putsch on Tuesday, 11 
September 1973 in Santiago I 
preserve to this day the memory of 
the panic and fear which gripped 
all of us in the Chilean capital on 
that day and in the successive 
weeks. I recall the great patches of 
blood on the roads during the 
nightly scramble for transport 
home before the curfew, the troops 
in the streets and the emptiness of 
the city once the curfew fell. 

The arrest of Pinochet in 
London last year forced me to 
recall and reconsider the events 
and I found that my recollections 
of those terrible days and the 
years of dictatorship which 
followed were still fresh. 

But I am, too, more conscious 
than most of the difficulty of 
keeping the memories alive over 
a long period and this difficulty I 
recognise is one of the principal 
reasons for welcoming this book. 

Assembled and written by 
journalists who were working at 
their trade throughout the period, 
the books capture and retain the 
immediacy and accuracy of a good 

newspaper. They are mercifully free 
of the political pattern-making 
which some politicians and 
academic writers indulge in. The 
books are a treasure trove for those 
who were sometimes obliged to 
follow the antics of the dictatorship 
from afar, like the present reviewer 
who is proud of the fact that during 
the 1980s he was twice refused 
entry to Chile by Pinochet's police. 

The authors are particularly 
useful on a whole multitude of 
subjects: the rivalries between 
Pinochet and his fellow 
conspirators; the fluctuating 
relationships between the dictator 
and the Catholic church; the 
unpopularity of Colonel Manuel 
Contreras and his vicious secret 
policemen among the other 
factions within the dictatorship 
and on the moneymaking 
activities of the Pinochet family. 
Their description of the incident of 
the 'Pinocheques', the affair when 
the dictator threatened to bring 
the army out on the streets if the 
civilian government did not stop 
its investigation of three cheques 
worth some three million US 
dollars which were paid to a 
member of the family by the army 
as a result of an arms de<1,l, is 
particularly revealing. The books 
give the lie to the myth given 
enormous currency by the 
dictator's supporters that the 
family is poor and that funds need 
to be collected from the general 
public for Pinochet. 

Democrats will be particularly 
interested in the way in which the 
civilian governments of Aylwin 
and Frei handled the difficulties 
which arose from their relations 
with dictator as he clung grimly to 
his military command. 
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Africa Committee in Bamako 

A meeting of the Africa 
Committee took place in Bamako 
on 29-30 March, hosted by the 
African Party for Solidarity and 
Justice, ADEMA-PASJ, Mali, with 
the participation of more than 
sixty delegates from over twenty 
countries, including a number of 
party leaders and ministers of 
state. Participants gathered to 
continue discussions on the 
impact of globalisation and 
Africa, and also took as themes 
for debate: 'Regional conflicts: 
securing peace in the continent'; 
and 'Furthering and promoting 
democracy: the priorities of 
today'. 

Prime Minister of Mali and 
leader of ADEMA-PASJ, Ibrahima 
Boubacar Keita, addressed the 
opening of the meeting and 
outlined some key issues for 
consideration. Africa was, he said 
'in urgent need of re-examining 
its priorities for the immediate 
future'. The African continent 
had the opportunity now to take 
its place successfully in the world 
economy: 'If that does not 

happen, its position on the 
sidelines, already worrying 
enough, will worsen and become 
irreversible - even fatal'. (Keita 
writes on globalisation in Africa 
on pages 4-7.) 

SI Secretary General Luis Ayala 
underlined the pride the 
International took in meeting in 
Mali. The SI was well placed, he 
said, to 'make a difference', not 
only in Europe, but also on the 
African continent 'where our 
shared ideals and values are 
advanced each day by our 
African member parties'. 
Globalisation, he recognised, was 
clearly a defining issue, but any 
development depended on 
guaranteeing peace in the region, 
as well as promoting democratic 
government for all Africans. 

Ousmane Tanor Dieng, 
Minister of State, First Secretary 
of the Senegalese Socialist Party 
and Chair of the Committee, then 
set out the work ahead. It was 
the Committee's role, he stated, 
to ensure that the African 
continent found its true 

expression in the heart of the SI 
and the themes on the agenda 
would certainly contribute to thi: 
process. In a world of change 
which touched on all spheres of 
life - economic, political, cultura_ 
ethical and ecological - ways of 
thinking and acting were being 
put in question, and, he added, i 
was our responsibility to work 
towards enabling people to seize 
future opportunities. 

As a result of its debate the 
Committee issued a statement o� 
globalisatio11 from the African 
perspective which proposed a 
series of principles and strategie 
to allow 'African nations to take 
control of their own future'. The 
Committee stated that given the 
decidedly neo-liberal context 
within which the globalisation 
process was unfolding, and givE 
the massive handicaps faced by 
the African continent in 
achieving equal treatment in an 
increasingly deregulated 
commercial environment, and it 
agreed that the African contine:
should make known and promo 





















Europe for Women 
Women for Europe 
Lissy Groner 

The European Elections: An 
Opportunity for Women 
Between 10 and 13 June 1999, European 
citizens within the 15 Member states will elect 
their representatives to the European 
Parliament (EP). This is an opportunity for 
women to have a direct say in the future 
development of the European Union. Women 
can play a central role in reaching new 
horizons for equality between women and men 
and in facing up to the political challenges of 
the future as female voters (around 140 
million) or as future Members of the European 
Parliament (MEP) itself. 

The European Parliament is the only 

Issue 1 Volume 48 

institution of the European Union directly elected by the peoples of Europe. It is one of 
the principal decision-making bodies. Today, 26.7 per cent of the MEPs are women, 
while there were 25.7 per cent before the last accession of three new Member States -
Finland, Sweden and Austria in 1995 - this was an increase of only 19 per cent in 
comparison to the elections of 1989. European democracy cannot be completed without 
a balanced participation of women and men in the decision-making process. The 1999 
European elections can help women to move towards this balance. 

PES Women in the European Parliament 
The Party of European Socialists (PES) is the biggest and most important political 
Group in the EP with 212 Members. It actively and constantly supports the fight for 
women's rights, mainly in the areas of employment, human rights and for the increase 
of the number of women in areas of decision-making. It also incorporates the strategy 
of gender-mainstreaming, which means the inclusion of a gender perspective into all 
fields of EU policies. The leader of the PES Group is Pauline Green, MEP from the 
British Labour Party. German MEP Lissy Groner, Vice-president of SIW, is 
spokesperson on women's rights and the PES Group's coordinator in the EP Committee 
on Women's Rights. They work in close cooperation with the women's section of the 
Party of European Socialists, the PES Standing Committee on Women's Rights, which 
is presided by MEP Fiorella Ghilardotti from the Italian Democrats of the Left (DS). We 
consider the PES as one of the most advanced European parties in relation to feminism 
and anti-discrimination on grounds of sex. 

Equality in EU Institutions 
The European Institutions have set up structures that are specifically responsible for 
equality issues. In the European Parliament, the Committee on Women's Rights has 
· en most active in supporting legislation and programmes aimed at promoting
� _ uality and anti-discrimination. This Committee has played a key political role within
::::-:e European Parliament. During the present legislature, the Committee has put
�-=--sard equality legislation and reports on many important subjects, such as
=" · -eking in women, violence against women, incorporating equal opportunities for
- ---" en and men into all Community policies, the state of women's health, and the

?-?.ct of unemployment on women. The Committee also maintains an ongoing· 
ue with representatives of national Parliaments. Progress has been made in the 
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