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A GLOBAL INTERNATIONAL IN A
‘GLOBALISING” WORLD

Following our recent Twentieth Congress, the Socialist
International now brings together 139 parties and
organisations. Such a large and truly global International,
whose members include governing parties and influential
opposition forces from all around the world, has an
increasingly important role to play.

In these times of rapid and often bewildering
economic, technological and social change, of
globalisation, when we are more and more
interdependent and many issues can be tackled
internationally or not at all, the social democratic vision
can no longer be pursued only at national level.

An organisation like ours can help to set the social
democratic agenda internationally - for a world economic
system which serves people and not just capital, for the
widest access to the benefits of the new technologies, and
for the securing of peace, democracy, human rights and
social welfare in every country.

It is an ambitious agenda and a huge challenge for the
years to come.

3



Angelo Palma

B Pierre Mauroy,

president of the
Socialist International,
opened the Congress

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS
Issue 2-3/1996

CONGRESS VOICES...

Leaders of the Socialist International and its member parties from all over
the world took part in the XX SI Congress. These are some extracts from
their speeches.

How to prepare the Socialist International for the twenty-first century at a time when a new
world is emerging before our eyes and a new socialism is coming into being everywhere -
such is the challenge that we are called to take up.

Could we, after more than 100 years of existence, dream of anything better than to be
undergoing a crisis of growth such as traditionally marks the passage from adolescence to
adulthood? This is the situation - a demanding and exciting one - in which the Socialist
International finds itself today.

In many ways the Socialist International is stronger than it was only four years ago in
Berlin... In 1992 we took great pleasure in the advance made by democracy but we were
worried by the difficulties encountered by social democracy, especially in central Europe.
The balance had tipped towards nationalism in one place, ultra-liberalism in another, and
everywhere to the right. Today social democracy has become the leading political force in
central Europe, the left has successfully undertaken a gathering together that that region’s
history made more difficult than elsewhere: in many places the trust of the people has been
WOn...
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To say that we live in a new world is not enough. We must understand what is really
new and above all draw the political consequences of that. The speed of change is without
doubt something new. Think back to 1986, when Mandela was still in prison, Gorbachev
had only just come to power, the Berlin Wall was in place, Reagan’s conservative revolution
was in progress, Chile was still under the Pinochet dictatorship, Central America still deep
in conflict and the one-party state the norm in Africa. That was ten years ago. It could have
been a century ago...

Today the East has imploded, the South has exploded and the alignments on which our
world was built have disappeared. Democracy has made advances on a scale without
precedent in the history of humanity. But disorder remains in the world and indeed
sometimes gets worse.

Inequality still cries out for attention: a recent UN report has shown that the personal
wealth of the 358 richest people on earth today exceeds the annual income of the poorest
45 per cent, that is 2,600 million women and men.

The movements of international capital, by their very power and swiftness, are
transforming national currencies, even those of the great industrialised countries, into so
many corks floating about on the ocean, at times rendering valueless the sacrifices accepted
by our people. In one recent symbol of deregulation, we have seen the stock exchange fall
sharply here in New York after the announcement of a reduction in unemployment...

Our parties are, moreover, engaged with new questions which touch on the
environment, or the emergence of new diseases, or drugs, or migration, all these questions
being concentrated in cities.

Everywhere it is the consequences of economic, financial and cultural globalisation,
opening a new age of capitalism, which have the weightiest and most decisive political
consequences for us. This new world is still an unequal world, but has become a ‘global’
world. All, or almost all, the problems have taken on an international dimension and we
must therefore revise our modes of thought and action...

Whether we are in government or opposition, in whatever continent, we are convinced
that it is urgently necessary to take the offensive once again...

Iam convinced that the Socialist International can have an important role in inventing
a new future, if we have the will for it and give ourselves the means to achieve it. It is a
profound change that we must be able to envisage and to bring to reality.

Despite all the advances that I have alluded to, much still remains to be done. Let us
forget the constraints for a moment: we must overcome them, in particular the financial
constraints whose solution, everyone knows, is the first step to any real reform...

We know that the most important thing is the political content of our message and the
symbolic strength of our organisation. I will characterise in four ways this new Socialist
International of the twenty-first century: an organisation more on the offensive politically,
more widespread geographically, more coherent ideologically, and more powerful
electorally...

Let us take on the task, keeping always in our minds the lesson that Willy Brandt taught
us throughout his life - that we can do more than we can foresee. Then we will be in a
position to prepare the Socialist International for the twenty-first century.

Welcome, all of you, to the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Meetings such as
yours are not frequent in this House. But your request to hold the Congress of the Socialist
International here, at the United Nations, seemed symbolic in a number of ways.

First, beyond any ideological considerations, the social issues with which you are
concerned are also fundamental concerns of the United Nations. In its preamble, the
Charter of the United Nations affirms the Organisation’s determination to ‘promote social
progress and better standards of life in greater freedom’.

Second, I welcome your presence here today because of my understanding of the
increasingly important role of the new international actors in international affairs.
Sovereign states are not the only actors in the international system. The international
community now includes actors that must confront international issues. The international
system can no longer be seen as a static political system. It must now account for a world
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in constant movement.
Movements of wealth,
movements of persons,
movements of capital and
the dissemination of ideas
and skills are as crucial to an
understanding of the world
as the study of the dynamics
of territorial conquest was in
earlier times.

We must therefore now
conceive of an international
system shaped by the
policies of States, the
behaviour of economic
agents and the aspirations of
social actors. In other words
non-governmental organisations and institutions such as yours constitute a key element of
today’s world. The new international actors have, [ believe, a three-fold mission to
accomplish. They must be simultaneously a mobilising force for international public
opinion; a stimulus for the work of the United Nations and an element in the international
system. Mobilising international opinion is a vital aspect of working for peace,
development and human rights. I therefore congratulate you on your choice of themes for
your deliberations here,

As you know, the end of the cold war has, in some cases, led to perverse consequences.
Some parts of the world have suddenly lost all strategic interest for the great powers. The
latent world crisis has aroused national self-interest and encouraged, on the part of some
industrialised states, an inward-looking temptation. The terrible sight of civil strife and
dissension in the poorest countries has often discouraged developed states from pursuing
their assistance. The result has been that today, some feel greatly tempted to allow the
poorest regions, left to their own devices, to sink into economic under-development or
political chaos...

The Socialist International has long made plain the interest it has in the work of the
United Nations. Your consultative status at the Economic and Social Council is the clearest
testimony of this. And on many occasions you have shown your attachment to the

“principles and objectives of the Charter. Today, too, as you think about and work towards

the reinforcement of the objectives of the UN, you are demonstrating with great clarity
your attachment to our international organisation.

We are living at a crucial moment when it is essential to renew our faith in the ideas of
the Charter and our trust in a strong and independent international organisation, an
organisation whose objective is to exalt the ideals of peace, development and solidarity.

How can we take advantage of the immensely innovative potential of the world economy?
And how can we do so in a way that benefits all and not only the advanced few?

Never before have we had so much knowledge. Never before have we had greater
capacity. New technologies offer products, services and jobs that we could only dream of
even a decade ago. But where there is no vision, people perish. We need that broader vision,
our vision, to shape a future where every women, every man, every child in every
community on every continent can unleash their potential. The market holds no broader
vision. However good market mechanisms are at allocating resources effectively, the market
alone will never provide for employment, environmental excellence or social justice.

Social democracy believes that the market is the tool, not a goal in itself. We search for
workable compromises between capital and labour that can keep our society just and
united. Social democracy believes that society as a whole benefits from a fair distribution
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of wealth and opportunities. Social democracy believes that nobody stands to lose from
policies aimed at making health, education and welfare available to all. On the contrary we
all gain. And social democracy believes that democracy in each country is only half the job.
We know we must build democracy between states. Our vision is to build a civilised world
on law and contract where solidarity and social responsibility stretch across continents...

We must speak for social innovation. We must speak for the silent majority: children,
minorities, women and the billions who have their stake in the global village of the 21st
century. We will struggle to expand the arena where democratic rules apply.

We face difficult challenges. We see a new faceless and anonymous capitalism operating
all over the world. Ownership changes daily, jobs vanish, forces of technology, of finance
and of electronic communication bypass the traditional task of democratic decision-
making. Is power vested in our elected representatives or in the bond markets of London,
New York and Tokyo? We need to drive home that no growth and no progress can be
sustainable if democratic checks and balances do not work...

One billion people still
live in absolute poverty,
and the number is still
growing. Poverty is still
the greatest insult to
human dignity. Who is
speaking out for the poor?
Who is to point out the
terrible facts that financial
flows go from South to
North and not the other
way?” Who is holding
governments in the richer
parts of the world
responsible for making a
mockery of the agreed -
target of allocating 0.7 per
cent of GDP to
development aid? We must speak out for those who have no microphone... And we must
set the example where we are in power by showing that our social democratic model is the
most efficient, the most innovative and the most liberating... No multinational company
is going to run our primary schools. The equity gap cannot be bridged without an effective
public sector, civil servants and politicians who are held accountable by their own people...

We don't know today when today’s non-democratic countries will become democratic.
But I am convinced that we will live to see the day... We must build a civilised world on
law and contract. An international society where the strong are just and the weak secure..,
we need an international public sector and a conscientious human rights watch here in the
United Nations... We the parties here represented, we, if anybody, must take the social and
economic goals and aspirations hammered out under this UN symbol and give them life
in all our own countries. We must ensure that democracy grows strong and that democracy
takes command of our common future.

We need to put solidarity and equality again in the forefront of the political agenda. And
this is precisely the central objective of the report we are tabling under the heading, The
Need for a New System of Collective Responsibility.

Globalisation of the international economy is a reality we cannot ignore. It gives new
impetus to trade. People, capital and technologies travel now more and more quickly and
easily. It boosts productivity growth and the increase of the world’s wealth. But at the same
time well over a billion people are now living in absoluté privation and the gap between
the affluent and the poor has widened even in the most prosperous countries.
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Unregulated globalisation necessarily means the globalisation of poverty and social
exclusion and the downgrading of social rights to the lowest level.

But there are several ways of pursuing sound economic policies, at both national and
international levels. We are for policies that care for the needs of people, mainly the most
vulnerable, policies that aim at social justice and employment for all.
: No single country can
pursue, on its own,
traditional Keynesian
policies any more. But the
world as a whole can and
should implement a global
TECOVETy programme...

The globalisation of the
world economy has
weakened the capacity of
elected governments to make
a stand on their own against
purely speculative foreign
exchange transactions, tax
evasion and money
laundering. We need better
international coordination
mechanisms. They could
take the form of an Economic Security Council, an enlarged Group of Seven within the
United Nations framework, as Jacques Delors has suggested. That new structure would have
the advantage of being more representative of today’s world realities and become a forum
for the exercise of collective responsibility.

Another important task we face is the promotion of free and fair trade, avoiding
protectionism without creating a ruthless competition for jobs.

Economic globalisation must be guided and shaped by politics. The new developments
open up a greater number of opportunities for newcomers - but they also threaten to set in
motion a downward spiral in which the pressure exerted on wages and social expenditures
could lead to significant declines in the incomes and living standards of large segments of
the working public.

In contrast our social democratic values demand that world trade translate into fair
trade, with adequate social provisions. Industrialised countries focus on creating jobs that
are new and different - but ol 1

also highly productive and

well paid. Simultaneously i
the developing countries -
which are striving to close
the gap in affluence between
themselves and the more
highly developed countries
of the OECD - should pursue
stable successive rises in the
income levels of their
peoples.

In the long run only
democratic and just societies
can be wealthy ones. And
what holds true for each
nation is also of value in the
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context of world trade. The promotion of democracy, the re-distribution of wealth, social
justice in every country and among countries has always been and will remain the main
goal of our social democratic family.

In Canada, my country, and the nation the United Nations rates as the best country in the
world in which to live, over a million children live in poverty, many of them in families
with a single female parent. One in ten people are out of work. Infant mortality rates
among abonglnal populations are a national disgrace. Education, health services, and the
i e social safety net are eroded
daily by governments
committed to the notion of
a global economy and
unfettered freedom for
corporations and capital.

In the United States,
from 1969 to 1989, the real
income of the poorest fifth
of wage earners declined by
about 25 per cent, while the
richest 1 per cent managed
to increase their after-tax
incomes by well over 50 per
cent...

We, as the peoples of
the world, stand at a
crossroads, with the lifting of the enormous psychological, social and financial burdens of
the cold war and the great promise of scientific and technological innovations encourage
hope and opportunity. Our challenge is to ensure that the hope and opportunity is felt
around the world, in every town and neighbourhood.

It is an enormous challenge to social democracy to
make the masses of the advanced countries and
regions understand that it is in their own interest
to include the backward ones in development.
Unfavourable tendencies will not be contained
within frontiers. It is a proven fact that the
influences reach neighbours, the adjacent regions
and also the decisive global processes. Nowhere in
the world can one turn a blind eye to these
phenomena, sit back and do nothing...

International social democracy must pay special
attention to the specificities of the regions in
transformation. It is clear that capital must enjoy
absolute freedom of movement in the world.
However, investments aiming at the infrastructure
and at the enhancement of the role of human
capital need state encouragement on both national
and international level as well as state participation in the movement of capital...

New resources should be guaranteed for the improvement of education, as differences
in development cannot be reduced without it. We have to study urgently the phenomena
unfolding all over the world by which the financial resources for social expenditure are
continuously diminishing. This is a new challenge for the Left.
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What does globalisation mean? We are the Socialist International. We believe in
relationships of international solidarity. We try to analyse the interdependence which that
presupposes. We meet at the United Nations. That internationalisation which we call
globalisation has been understood and implemented or made use of much better by the
transnational corporations
and by the financial
capital which  flows
through the exchange
markets of the world...

We have to rethink the
role of the state. I do not
want an  overblown,
inefficient, bureaucratic,
much less a corrupt state.
But 1 do not want a weak
political power, a feeble
state which may not be
able to be independent of
the growing pressures of
the economic groups
within this free market

' which of course produces
great concentrations of power. I would prefer to see a strong state, a state capable of
intervening. Not intervening in the manufacture of blue jeans but intervening to ensure
services for all; to defend the position that investment in human capital is not only a
market-based obligation but the best possible mechanism to offer equality of opportunity
and to improve social justice, a state that understands that health is not a business, that it
is a problem that has to be faced and solved by public authorities.

We need concrete progress to get rid of child labour
and discrimination against trade unions. On the
other hand, a WTO social charter must not become
a tool for protectionism. In Europe we must address
the problem of competitiveness not by maintaining
protectionist practices, but we have to analyse the
significance =~ of  globalisation,  technical
development, structural changes in the labour
market and economic policies. We need a whole
new analysis...

The idea of an Economic Security Council may
help us to take the debate one step forward on a
global scale but, in this building, we must underline
that the whole question of the functioning and
feasibility of multilateral institutions is at stake.

In Europe, in America, in many parts of the world
we are witnessing a surge of new nationalism, a
regression to the past, in this country to the time of the cold war and in Europe to the
nineteenth century. We see an attempt at a new kind of projection of national power just
when we need global cooperation.

International relationships cannot be managed by a world policeman or world bankers or
be based on oppressive economic policies. Rather they must be developed on the basis of
collective and cooperative responsibility.

Today the world is moving towards a new system of geographical organisation, spurred
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on by the demands of the information society and the globalisation of trade. We are seeing
an inevitable pull towards regional groupings. We as a movement should embrace these
events. We are nothing if not internationalists. We have defended internationalism through
the worst periods of the cold war. Now is the moment to recognise a new international
reality, but to put our stamp on that reality.

Regional groupings make economic sense in the current climate. But we should be clear
as well that, with our emphasis on the value and dignity of the individual, we want those
groupings ‘to be based on the diversity of cultures and the strengths and the traditions
within each regional grouping.

The socialists who built the International in some sense anticipated this globalisation of
the world when they invited the forces of progress and the world of work to come together
internationally....

There is no economy outside of humankind.
The economy is the product of human activity.
There are no economic laws as there are laws of
physics. It is a science made by human beings for
human beings. It makes clear that it is possible to
modify the course of events, to change economic
mechanisms and put them into action...

We must modernise socialist doctrine and our
understanding of the economy, its trading
relationships and the balance of power in the world
but, above all, of the movement of capital in the
economy which is the foremost characteristic of
this stage of capitalism...

The globalisation of the economy means for
socialists the globalisation of regulation, a return to
a stable international monetary system, an
Fconomic Security Council, a social clause in trade
negotiations, action against financial speculation, including taxation to limit financial
speculation, aid to developing countries, especially with reference to their debt. Our
governments and not just our parties must fight for these ideas in international fora.

A modern left which
intends to attract new
young forces and energies
cannot lag  behind,
hanging on to noble but
conservative analyses and
positions.

We need to redevelop a
universal vision and set of
aspirations for a socialist,
democratic culture. This is
what this Congress will do
by opening the SI to forces
and movements from
Africa, Latin America and
central and  eastern
Europe. :

The focus of such a project should once again be political, the ability of politics to
influence real processes, to reduce inequalities, to restore significance to the noble words
of our tradition - individual freedom, equal opportunity, solidarity as the driving force of
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social citizenship.

One word more than any other defines the identity of this modern left: democracy. It
describes the possibility of a virtuous compromise between the rationale of an economic
perspective and that of a human and political perspective.

In April this year a Group of Seven summit meeting on employment was held in our
president Pierre Mauroy'’s city, Lille, and I attended it on behalf of the Japanese government.
Discussing the overall issues and exchanging useful ideas, delegates agreed that the mid-
and long-term macro-economic environment had to be kept stable by cutting financial
deficits; the economies and societies reshaped to better accommodate the economic
globalisation and technical innovation so as to create new job opportunities and special
attention to be given to young and unskilled workers.

At the summit I shared with other delegates a Japanese perspective of the employment
issue, and proposed an international conference to be held in Japan in order to discuss the
employment of workers young and old which undoubtedly required special attention. This
proposal was accepted by the delegates at the summit.

Globalisation not only changes the role of nation states, it weakens the politics of nation
states, the influence of politics...

Felipe Gonzilez was right in citing Adam Smith... Adam Smith of course was right in
fighting against the feudal state’s meddling in economics in the 18th century. The feudal
state was regulating everything, and without the rule of law. Nowadays we are, I would say,
in the reverse situation. We can see that the primacy of politics in international and
globalised economies is disputed...

Beyond balancing budgets, we have to explain our values to the public. They will not
support us unless they know our values and realise we have values and that we are trying
to make value-oriented politics in our everyday lives.

In this global economy capital has become even
more mobile. Money no longer respects national
boundaries. The threats to our environment
recognise no frontiers. And the weapons of mass
destruction which now exist exempt no nation.
The opening-up of a so-called global economy
has improved prosperity. It has encouraged
cooperation by raising our dependence on one
another. It has also intensified competition and
increased our vulnerability...

Let anybody who opposes a social clause [in
the WTO] explain why they defend forced
labour, the suppression of workers’ rights and
child exploitation...

1 believe that there are few greater common
issues facing all the countries of the world than
how to tackle the evil of unemployment.
Employment opportunity is a major component
of achieving social justice. We believe, as democratic socialists, that cooperation between
the nations to combat unemployment is essential and can be fruitful.




H Navin Ramgoolam,
leader of the Mauritius Labour
Party and prime minister of
Mauritius

E Bill jordan,

secretary general of the
International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions, ICFTU

B Rodrigo Borja,

leader of the Democratic Left
ID, Ecuador, and former
president of Ecuador

B Pierre Schori,

Swedish Social Democratic
Party, SAP, deputy minister for
foreign affairs

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS
Issue 2-3/1996

A re-assessment of the practice of democracy is vital
if we want the system to improve and be more
effective. We must keep high on the agenda our
determination to help in ensuring that elections are
fair and free throughout the world.

On the economic front all developing countries
have had to adapt to a highly mutable world. The
winds of change buffetted from all directions and
we have to change course and trim our sails
constantly. If we are not vigilant the new world
order will drive the wedge even further between the
poor and the rich, and the development gap will be
accentuated. The twenty-first century must not be
allowed to bring with it any more exploitation and
suffering in the name of the gods of free trade.

When we look at this world after the free-marketeers have shaped it in their own image,
what do we see? Prosperity? Contented societies at peace with themselves? No, we see a
world of growing insecurity and instability, the fertile ground of exploitation. We have
witnessed a revolution as ruthless in its consequences as any in recent history...

The recent ICFTU Congress decided it was time to fight back. And I know this Congress
believes it is time for socialists to go on the attack. World events are proving that the things
that we believe in are needed more than ever...

The time is right for an international forum embracing the socialist and trade union
movement. Its task would be to turn our common ideals into practical policy in the world
of the global market. We must seek a policy objective of nothing less than sustained growth
capable of delivering material prosperity, but with a social dimension.

Under the misleading labels of modernising the state, reducing its size, rationalisation,
decentralisation, liberalisation, deregulation - some words from the luxuriant dictionary of
neo-liberalism - are hidden the indiscriminate privatisation of public assets, the
dismantling of the state, the pillaging of the faculties to guide the state, the supplanting of
the state by the market, the surrender of the economy into private hands and the handing-
over of the economy to free competition...

Globalisation is not new. Each and every empire that has existed throughout history has
aimed for a kind of globalisation. That was true of the Roman empire. It was true of the
British empire, the Spanish empire. Each tried to create a global system of economy and
trade, built in its own image. Globalisation is a return to the old, international division of
labour, as conceived by the classical economists...

Today we are almost six billion on earth. How many more can we be? Ten billion? Or
fifteen? How great is the ecological capacity of Earth? This question depends among other
things on how many of the family of mankind travel first-class. The middle-class and
upper-class groups of the OECD nations are already seated on the upper deck, and they
regard it as the most natural thing in the world for them to travel in this fashion. The
nouveaux riches in the developing countries copy the lifestyle of Western nations. Regions
in Asia and Latin America are in the process of developing a Western market economy,
often with a much higher growth rate than we have in Europe....

Ecology and economy - we must succeed in uniting them in long-term sustainable
development for all the peoples of the world. It is at heart a question of solidarity and
mutual compassion. At heart it is an issue of deep respect for the short lives we live on this
fantastic spaceship Earth.

13



14

B Raul Alfonsin,

Radical Civic Union, UCR,
Argentina, former president of
Argentina

B Thorbjern Jagland,
leader of the Norwegian
Labour Party, DNA, and
now prime minister of
Norway

H jan Pronk,
Netherlands Labour Party,
PvdA, minister of
development cooperation

H Deniz Baykal,
leader of the Republican
People’s Party, CHP, Turkey

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS
Issue 2-3/1996

According to the World Health Organisation the most effective and pitiless murderer or
executioner, which is also the principal cause of suffering on earth, is poverty.

At the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 1995 it was pointed out
that although poverty affects households in general, women, because of the division of
labour between the sexes, bear the greater burden.

We can be sure that of the 5,700 million inhabitants of the world 1,500 are desperately
poor and this figure increases by at least 25 million every year.

According to recent estimates there are perhaps 100 million street children. There could
be 40 million in Latin America, 25 million in Asia, and 10 million in Africa as well as 25
million in other regions, including in the developed world.

A phenomenon which is becoming increasingly common is the concentration of wealth.
In 1980 the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, Canada and
Australia had 58 per cent of the world’s production. At present they control 68 per cent.

The most successful and significant achievement
of the last half of this century is economic
growth, Global economic output expanded from
4 trillion dollars in 1946 to nearly 20 trillion
dollars this year. This means that on average we
have added more to global output in each of the
last four decades than was added in all the
centuries before. But still we have mass poverty,
mass unemployment, so it obvious that we have
to focus more on distribution of wealth and
income, and to that end we need adequate
mechanisms for managing our common
economy.

One thing is certain: we have to look into the
devastating consequences of speculation which is
going on in the world economy today. It has been
estimated that for every dollar circulating in the productive sector of the economy fifty
dollars are circulating in the financial sector. There is no link any longer between world
trade and currency transactions needed to run this trade.

We are discussing a report with a good message; we need a system of global responsibility
as an answer to globalisation. [ very much agree. Globalisation is good for some, but bad
for many. It is good for those who are strong already. It is bad for those who tend to be
excluded from society. And we know, social exclusion at the end of the twentieth century
is an even greater evil than economic exploitation at the end of the previous century. This
indeed is our greatest challenge.

But to overcome this challenge we need more than a message. We need a mechanism, a
piece of machinery, a system of countervailing power. And the only way to build such a
political force in the interests of the poor, the weak and the vulnerable is to take our own
message seriously, to really coordinate our policies.

The social democratic movement is suffering from its own success. We changed the world
considerably in the direction of our principles. The task before us today is to further change
the world that we helped to shape...

Unfortunately what we have been preaching about social justice and solidarity has not
sufficed to create a balanced distribution of wealth either within countries or among the
nations of the world. Inequality and poverty are increasing at an alarming rate. More than
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one billion people today are living in absolute poverty. The gap between rich and poor has
never been greater. Every year twenty million people die of hunger or related causes.
Almost one million children over five years of age are dying every year in Bangladesh
alone....

We need to reassert the importance of politics. Politics, in essence, is to say, ‘we do
care’. Politics is to assume public responsibility and to act in solidarity.

The development of science and technology is a fundamental basis for well-being, but
only in so far as we are capable of channelling political action towards a higher stage of
democracy...

Our actions should be aimed at replacing social exclusion with social cohesion, at
structuring a modern society capable of facing the economic, scientific, cultural and
political challenges of the future...

On the national [as well as the international] level, we have to make serious changes to
the economic system... The articulation of macro-economic measures with micro-
economic policies is one of the spheres where the state must cooperate with the private
sector, encouraging production and strengthening market mechanisms in favour of
economic and social progress in our country and our region.

Despite the increasing scale of economic globalisation I also believe that policies to ensure
fair and free competition must provide especially for the promotion of the small
enterprise. Entrepreneurship on a small scale should not be swallowed up by the huge
centralised bureaucracies that drive global markets.

Rather, in the interests of democracy itself, it is important to promote the conditions
that will allow small firms and self-employed people to operate profitably, not simply in
traditional fields of activity, but also in new, high-technology areas. Again, such an
approach would need to be applied both within national societies and internationally....

Education, the environment, the promotion of a free and fair economy, and the
defence of the security and integrity of the human person - these constitute an agenda for
which extremely meaningful proposals can be made, proposals that cut across the
prevailing neo-liberal orthodoxy.

Willy Brandt once said ‘In order to have genuine globalisation we must have a global
mind and a global vision'...

In our country, and in different parts of the world, there is a distorted version of
globalisation... I would like a genuine globalisation and restructuring of the United
Nations, so that it becomes a genuine instrument of collective security. I want genuine
globalisation of the Bretton Woods financial institutions. They must change their
traditional outlook regarding quotas and representation. And, in order to respond to the

15

Angelo Palma



16

B Kalevi Sorsa,

chair of the S| Peace, Security
and Disarmament Council,
SIPSAD, introduced the debate
on ‘Making peace, keeping
peace’

B Michel Rocard,
Socialist Party, PS, France,
former prime minister of France

SOCIALIST AFFAIRS
Issue 2-3/1996

feelings and aspirations of the developing countries which are heavily burdened with debt,
I would like the IMF and the World Bank to think in terms of relieving the burden of the
loans under which the small developing countries are being crushed.

We want a globalisation of both the developed and the developing world.

In questions of international peace and security, no credible alternatives [to the United
Nations] are in sight. Socialist International members would like the UN to do more rather
than less, and increase its efficiency. Regional mechanisms based on the UN Charter should
be further developed...

The main method proposed in our draft resolution is preventive action: taking notice of
early symptoms of conflicts and acting resolutely to prevent them from breaking out. This
method is no novelty. But it has often been too late to prevent a conflict. Still there are quite
a few positive examples as well... Regional organisations working for peace and security are
often suitable primary or supplementary forums for conflict prevention. Their activities
should be fully supported. Europe was badly divided for decades and therefore the healing
work done by the OSCE, the EU and other organisations attracts a lot of attention. There
are many positive experiences also in other regions: Central America, South Africa, the
Middle East and Asia...

The SI has consistently worked for nuclear disarmament. The activities of the SI Peace,
Security and Disarmament Council, SIPSAD, have focused on nuclear disarmament more
than any other single issue, since its creation in 1978. We all have reason to rejoice at the
achievements in this field. But let us not forget that the ultimate aim is a nuclear-free world.
Some people say that this is unrealistic. Well, a vision is always unrealistic. The task of
political movements is to make it come true. We will do it, I am sure. The UN Headquarters
here in New York will be the scene of the signing of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty, which will hopefully become a reality without further delay. It is an important step
forward towards our ultimate goal..

In addition to nuclear weapons other categories of weapons of mass destruction threaten
mankind with untold horrors - but, more than any other weapons conventional arms, large
and small, day after day, in conflict after conflict. We should therefore strengthen our
efforts to restrict the arms trade and create a sense of responsibility among arms-exporting
governments. Military dictatorships, armed oppression of peoples, warfare on ethnic and
religious grounds, aggression on neighbours destroy annually hundreds of thousands of
human lives. They are an excessive price for a temporary increase in employment in the
countries selling arms. And in the long run investment in destruction never promotes
sustained growth anywhere...

Peace is the sine qua non of human development. Peace is the supreme goal of social
democracy. Peace is a necessity and a growth ground for democratic socialism. Establishing
and safeguarding peace will be our most important task also in future.

At the end of the cold war the field was left open to so many local conflicts that we don't
even know how many of them are going on. And despite the fact that we have a non-
proliferation treaty there is proliferation which threatens us. This creates conditions which
are more favourable and which are perhaps a window of opportunity for a diplomatic point
of view for us....

Preventive diplomacy consists of acting before you have a pile of dead bodies, which
bring in the media, which bring in the cameras and of course influence public opinion.

So far as preventive diplomacy is concerned this means that permanently, non-stop, we
have to be able to keep an eye on potential crisis situations and try to discover where a crisis
is likely to arise...

We must think about the concept of the right to intervene and we have to say this from
an ethical point of view. We are peace-loving peoples. It is our duty to do so.
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We are in agreement with the idea of SI President Mauroy that peace may be attained by
forestalling conflicts rather than by the use of force. These conflicts are foreseeable and a
policy of foresight is always possible and could avoid the massacres of men, women and
children. That implies a greater capacity for action by the United Nations, greater financial
resources and greater authority which could be put in place by a greater democratisation
of the organs of the UN....

Economic progress in some parts of the world does not automatically bring about
increased respect for human rights. On this point the SI must muster its forces with
determination, using all possible instruments of pressure including economic boycotts, in
order to see the advance of freedom all over the planet. As we approach the end of the
century the SI can emphasise with pride our action for the globalisation of social justice
and peace. The principles which inspired us in the most difficult times of this century are
freedom, tolerance and solidarity.

The Socialist International traditionally played a tremendous role, moral as well as
political, in trying to solve one of the most complicated issues in this century, namely the
conflict between the Palestinians and us, between the Arabs and Israelis, and trying to
reach an agreement, not by force but by the force of understanding. The job is not
completed. Furthermore it is not an easy road to travel.

If you want to make peace, contrary to what we are used to in economic life, you don't
have a credit card where you have the commodity first and then you pay the cost. You pay
the cost and then hopefully you may get the goods, if indeed you are to get them.

There are things that we have not yet done. We know that we have to make peace with
Syria. There is no sense in postponing it. We know that peace has-a territorial price and we
are ready to pay for it. We can postpone it for ten years: the price will not go down but
time will be wasted. And more people will lose their lives and their opportunities. We have
to make peace with Syria and make peace with Lebanon and to make peace
comprehensively with all the countries in the Middle East - and right away. What was
shown in the peace conference is that we do not need superpowers to impose peace on us.
We need clear logic and honest analysis to understand there is no alternative to peace in
the eyes of our people and others.

You know, many people ask me if | am an expert on Arab affairs. I am not - because I
do not believe that there are Arabs or Jews, black or white. I believe there are human
beings. And if you want to make peace, don’t forget that all of us are human beings, no
matter what the colour is and no matter what the past is. All of us have children and
women and responsibilities...

I would like to thank the Socialist International for its ongoing moral and political
support.

The achievements of the camp of peace have been huge. The road, however, is long and
the mission is difficult. We need assistance from the international community to build our
economy, our national institutions and, more importantly, to guarantee that the will of
that international community, which is based on international law and justice, is heeded...

We look forward to the establishment of a comprehensive and permanent peace in the
region, on the basis of the principle of returning land for peace. It should be a peace which
will include all states in the region, moving towards a truly prosperous and new Middle
East, free of all weapons of mass destruction, especially nuclear weapons...

We are counting on you to stand firm in your support for justice, principles and the
current peace process. With your sustained efforts we hope that the peace process will be
proven irreversible.
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All the regional problems of the area should be solved on the basis of international law if
we want really to have a permanent peace in the Middle East. I believe that Cyprus can play
a catalytic role for positive development in the region... if the problem of Cyprus is solved
on the basis of the United Nations resolutions and international law.

Democracy is a multi-dimensional approach. Democracy is incompatible with
occupation. This should be our first priority if we are to be taken seriously, if the socialist
movement is to be a protagonist for a new world order based on respect for the human
rights of all peoples, large and small.

For the peoples of this [Asia-Pacific] region, tension between China and Taiwan and
unknown future developments in the Korean Peninsula will remain the primary concern.
But if analysed from the perspective of human security, the most important questions the
region must face squarely within the coming century are issues related to the ‘economic
miracle’...

In the eyes of the people of the Asia-Pacific region, issues of environmental degradation,
energy crisis, population growth and food shortages constitute the most serious threat to the
security of the region.

Present generations may not notice the deepening of the crisis. But undoubtedly it is
future generations that will be forced to pay for the cost of the ongoing crisis. Social
democrats and socialists in this region must not be self-satisfied with the present good
performance of Asian economies. Let us all imagine how future generations will shoulder
the cost and anguish.

Africans are avid partisans of peace. The word ‘peace’ is evoked in all the greetings we
exchange throughout every day. I would also like to méention the active role of African
women in keeping peace. They know that it is they and their children who will pay the
highest price in war...

Obviously, the social progress which we seek to bring about in our developing countries
is a necessary condition for peace. Equally, peace is the sine qua non of social progress...

In Africa in particular, the fall of the Berlin Wall gave rise to hopes of a world of peace
and stability. But these hopes were short-lived. Conflicts of a new and pernicious kind
appeared in Africa, erupting usually within states. These threaten the stability of
surrounding countries and of the whole region. Questions of nationality and ethnicity,
identity and exclusion - not unique to Africa - are posing a great challenge to peace.

Forty years ago in this very building, as a representative of the Algerian revolution, I was
fighting for peace, democracy and respect for human rights in Algeria. Forty years later,
there is no peace, no democracy and no respect for human rights in Algeria. My country-has
suffered decades of violence... and all Algerian politicians now have a duty to accept
compromise...

An overwhelming majority of Algerians want peace. The presidential candidate of the
army campaigned on the issue of peace, his emblem was the dove. But nine months after
the presidential election we are still at war in my country...

As a number of our speakers have said, after the adoption of broad principles, we must
move on to their application. We need concrete initiatives to get our country out of the
dramatic situation it is faced with.
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Our agenda for human rights in the twenty-first century is based on our view of human
rights which is now we hope universally accepted, namely the view of their universality,
their indivisibility and their interdependence... It should be possible in the next period to
reach a much higher degree of awareness, a much refined, stronger, safer procedure, and
thus we hope a new and unprecedented degree of human rights security...

There remains a stark contrast between the many documents and treaties proclaiming a
universal rule of human rights and day-to-day reality in many countries and regions of the
world. And next to the old problems of enforcing and implementing human rights and
fundamental freedoms in societies around the globe new challenges, not least those linked
to the progressive process of globalisation that we debated yesterday. It is particularly the
displacement of authority over economic and political decisions from the nation state to
the international realm, to the now anonymous forces of the market, that makes an ever
greater need for more stringent international standards and international legislation....

While we were celebrating in the past years the victory of democracy in many parts of
the world, new challenges, new threats have appeared... And even in some of the most
developed societies of today’s world where human rights and fundamental freedoms have a
long tradition and are protected by manifold guarantees and mechanisms, there remains a
long list of inequities. There remain armies of underprivileged, excluded, marginalised and
forgotten. In many of our nations xenophobia, racism, anti-semitism continue to challenge
fundamental values of civilised society...

Democratic socialists cannot accept a new international economic order from which
universal labour standards, high universal labour standards, are absent...

These and all other issues of human rights and fundamental freedoms must be given the
highest priority. They must be the underpinning of any new and just order for peace and
freedom. Nations, to an increasing degree, must be judged by the respect they show for
human rights, and not only on economic performance. The alliances of the future should
not be based on military interests or the defence of purely national goals, but on the
common interest in the promotion of human rights.

Our opponents and critics argue that democracy and human rights are not for the low-
income, backward, developing countries. They allege that Western democratic values are
not appropriate for Mongolia and generally for Asia. They argue that initially you need
economic development and only afterwards can we talk about democracy and human
rights. They argue that the people are unenlightened and they question their ability to
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govern themselves. They argue that democracy cannot guarantee the stability and security
of a nation. They also dispute the indivisibility and the inter-relationship of world
developments.

It is gratifying to note that our Congress and its decisions will help to forge a common
understanding and belief in democracy and human rights by inter alia, rejecting the above
arguments.

We recognise that there is still much that we have to do. We must consolidate a democratic
rule of law, remove the enclaves of authoritarian conduct, normalise relations between the
civilian and military world and close the gap which opened between them. We must
guarantee the unrestricted exercise of citizens’ freedom. We must change the attitude of
confrontation imposed by the logic of war and assure full respect for human rights, as well
as advancing towards sexual equality in our society.

We aspire to a situation in which no citizen of our country, male or female, shall be the
victim of violence, abuse or degrading treatment at the hand of the agents of the state.

We want to put away for good the idea that ‘the end justifies the means’.

Is the situation in Burma hopeless? No, it is not hopeless. In spite of the increased repression,
in spite of encouragement for the State Law and Order Restoration Council from abroad, the
Burmese people and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi are determined to press for democratic reforms.
Domestic support for the democracy movement is growing. People are becoming more
outspoken and even the ethnic armies that have signed cease-fires with SLORC are
beginning to coordinate their calls for political dialogue and democratic reforms. The
Burmese economy is also adding to the generals’ problems. Continued massive military
spending is draining the economy and contributing to inflation. Social and health problems
are on the rise. Many children do not even finish primary school and Burma now has one
of the world’s fastest growth rates for HIV infection. The excessive export of basic
commodities to obtain foreign exchange is also creating serious shortages. Arbitrary taxes,
confiscation of private property, extensive use of forced labour for infrastructure and tourism
projects are all adding to the problems faced by the Burmese generals who have no idea of
how to solve them.

The situation in Burma today is not hopeless. But it is very tense and dangerous. If
allowed to fester unchecked it will affect not only Burma's future but the security of the Asia-
Pacific region.

The end of the cold war which was expected to usher in an era of peace, stability and security
is giving way to the development of tragic regional or local conflicts often inspired by ethnic
ot religious considerations, as witnessed by the shocking events in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Rwanda and Burundi, to cite but three examples.

But, despite everything the ideal of democracy and non-violence is gaining strength in
the conscience of all as the way towards a shining future.

In these circumstances the Socialist International, which has always put democracy and
non-violence at the top of its concerns, is today recognised by progressive people the world
over as the only world force which is the bearer of these ideals.

We in Nepal undertook a journey enduring many hardships and many of our valiant soldiers
of democracy had to lay down their lives for freedom and the protection of basic human
rights.

When we talk about human rights we feel it is our duty to express our solidarity with
Aung San Suu Kyi and her comrades. We believe all the prisoners who are lodged in
Myanmar jails because of their political beliefs should be released immediately.
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The countries where Asian values are talked about most are those countries where
governments seek to perpetuate themselves in power by restricting political and civil
liberties and by calling such practices Asian values.

Although the advocates of Asian values present false choices between prosperity and
freedom, development and freedom, stability and respect for human rights, economic
success is a very powerful and persuasive tool.

This is why the advocates of Asian values have been so eloquent in justifying widespread
restrictions on political and civil liberties - not only to their own electorates but in
international relations.

The gulf is deepening between the well-off and those on the margins of society and this
phenomenon is particularly visible in towns and cities. It is naturally in towns and cities
where the questions of the reduction of inequalities, and also the preservation of the
environment, of the maintenance of the quality of life, the preservation of public safety
without which citizens cannot live their lives in harmony are posed most sharply.

We must remember that soon half the world’s population will live in towns and cities.
We then can take better account of the importance of the thought and work that we are
carrying out in the context of our SI Local Authorities Committee. This work is all the more
important since it is at the level of the municipality that contact between citizens and their
elected representatives is, or at least should be, the easiest and most direct. The building of
democracy starts there - as does the building of social justice.

The first meeting of our SI Committee for Central and Eastern Europe in London in 1993
saw the participation of 21 European parties of which only seven were from eastern and
central Europe. Today over fifty member and non-member parties take part in the
Committee’s activities, some 35 of which are from central and eastern Europe.

In Budapest in 1994 we held an SI Council meeting which defined the SI's strategy for
eastern Europe. In many of the region’s capitals - Warsaw, Moscow, Bratislava, Prague,
Bucharest, Ljubljana and Sarajevo - the SI has held meetings, sent missions and established
ongoing contacts and cooperation with all of the region’s parties. Today, here, we see the
results of our work - twelve social democratic parties become members of the SI and now
our socialist family will in all count 25 parties in central and eastern Europe.

This Congress therefore closes the first phase of the SI policies launched by the Berlin
Congress. Now this Congress needs to initiate a second phase with as its goal the growth
of social democracy and of its representative parties in Russia, the CIS and the other
countries of eastern Europe. The objective is ambitious but we can pursue it with renewed
strength and determination.

This Congress will take its place as one of the most important in the history of social
democracy, particularly because of the circumstances of the time. The Socialist
International is prepared to take up new challenges....

We suffer isolation in the face of the world’s gigantic communications establishment.
We have a peaceful way of working and we seek change through parliaments and
governments, with elections... and we are to some extent held in check because of a lack of
communications. Today’s techniques mean that we are to a large extent excluded from
talking to the mass of people, the people we want to serve... That is a challenge we have to
take up...

I would like to point out the emergence of a whole new generation of leaders who are
to be seen at this Congress. The Socialist International is renewing its leadership in a way
which is at the same time clear and full of hope. At the same time women are taking a more
important place here than they have traditionally taken before.
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In the next twenty years, either the Mediterranean will become a sea of peace, of shared
prosperity, of cultural and religious harmony, or it will be the scene of growing and very
serious social, political and religious conflicts...

There is a worrying, perhaps even a growing distance between a rich North which has
undergone a demographic transition, and a poor and demographically very young South.
If the extreme and violent symptoms of fundamentalism have become disproportionately
important and dangerous in the region, that is'basically the reason.

But we do not share the historic pessimism of the conservative view which prophesies
the clash of civilisations as the inevitable destiny of the twenty-first century. Great as the
tensions and conflicts are, we look to the future of the Mediterranean region not only with
concern but also with optimism, for alongside the imbalance which I have described there
is also a growing interdependence.

Every event has its own measure of symbolism. Our Congress symbolises, in my eyes, our
common will to realise throughout the world the arrival of a durable and balanced
development in an atmosphere of real and lasting peace through the firm commitment to
uphold human rights in the fullest sense of the word.

Our Socialist International has made a decisive contribution to the democracy of our
region. Since the last Congress our parties have carried off important victories in Jamaica,
Costa Rica, Panama, St Kitts-Nevis, Barbados and Colombia. In Chile our three parties
participate in the coalition government and we can say the same about the People’s
Government Party in Uruguay. In Argentina the Popular Socialist Party is a member of the
Frepaso alliance which took a worthy second place and the Radical Civic Union of
Argentina won the local government of the capital city. Our friends in Haiti won power and
in our own Dominican Republic we won the parliamentary and municipal elections and are
running at this moment the government of the city of Santo Domingo.

Democratic socialism is today inspiring and
shaping  political life on  all
continents...Through our many activities
around the world, we are deepening and
strengthening the exchanges between our
member parties, as we work to evolve and
develop our common platform and to bring
the social democratic message to more and
more places. We are convinced that many
issues can today be tackled effectively on an
international basis or not at all. This gives a
new importance to the work of our
international, whose founders were inspired
by a vision of a global society and the ideals
of worldwide solidarity. &
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: Social Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina, SDP BiH
BOTSWANA: Botswana National Front, BNF

EL SALVADOR: Democratic Party, PD

GEORGIA: Citizens’ Union of Georgia, CUG

HAITI: Lavalas Political Organisation, OPL

INDIA: Janata Dal

IRAN: Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, PDKI

FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA: Social Democratic Union of Macedonia, SDUM
MOLDOVA: Social Democratic Party of Moldova

MONTENEGRO: Social Democratic Party of Montenegro, SDPM

TERRITORIES UNDER PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY: Fatah

ASSOCIATED ORGANISATION STATUS
International League of Religious Socialists

the United States and elsewhere
and from the UN diplomatic
community brought the
numbers to around one
thousand. Our venue, the
General Assembly Hall of the
United Nations, lent a particular
solemnity and symbolism to the
debates.

The XX SI Congress, which
was opened by our president,
Pierre Mauroy (see page 4), had
on its agenda three main
themes: ‘Markets serving people,
not people serving markets’,
‘Making peace, keeping peace’
and ‘A human rights agenda for
the twenty-first century’.

Debating those themes were
social democratic leaders from
around the world, some of
whose reflections are printed on
the preceding pages. They
included heads of government:
Gro Harlem Brundtland, first
vice-president of the Socialist
International and then prime
minister of Norway; Anténio
Guterres, prime minister of
Portugal, who introduced the
first Congress discussion on the
World Economy; Chancellor
Franz Vranitzky of Austria; Prime
Minister Paavo Lipponen of
Finland; Prime Minister Gyula
Horn of Hungary, and Prime
Minister Navin Ramgoolam of
Mauritius.

Other distinguished figures
attending included Shimon
Peres, former prime minister of
Israel; Felipe Gonzalez, former
prime minister of Spain; Raul
Alfonsin, former president of
Argentina; Rodrigo Borja, former
president of Ecuador; and Pedro
Pires, former prime minister of
Cape Verde, as well as the leader
of the Party of European
Socialists in the European
Parliament, Pauline Green.
Among the many guests were
Bill Jordan, general secretary of
the ICFTU, Yvan Rybkin, since
appointed secretary of the
Security Council of Russia, and
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leading representatives of the US
Democratic Party and trade
union movement.

Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
secretary-general of the United
Nations, addressed the Congress
(see page 6).

The delegates adopted
detailed Declarations on the
three main themes, as well as a
Resolution setting out the
International’s perspective on
current developments in every
continent and region, on the
question of local authorities and
in support of the United
Nations. These major policy
documents, which are printed in
full at the end of this report, will
guide the Socialist

International’s work and
commitments in the coming
years.

As the highest statutory body
of the International, the
Congress decides on the
admission of new member
parties and organisations. In the
period since the XIX Congress in
1992 an unprecedented number
of applications for membership
has been received from parties in
every continent. The Congress
admitted 33 new parties to
various categories of
membership, as well as a new
associated organisation. Full
membership was also granted to
a number of consultative and
observer parties. (see page 24).

In elections to the SI
presidium, Pierre Mauroy was re-
elected president and Luis Ayala
was re-elected secretary general.
Twenty-five vice-presidents were
also elected. The members of the
new presidium are listed
overleaf.

An important initiative of the
XX Congress was the
establishment of a new, high-
level commission, to be chaired
by Felipe Gonzilez. The
commission will examine the
aspirations of social democracy
and the role of an expanding
and increasingly global Socialist
International in today’s fast-
changing and interdependent
world.
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the Socialist Party, PS, France. Former prime minister of France.

VICE PRESIDENTS
" Gro Harlem Brundtland (First vice-president)

Former leader of the Norwegian Labour Party, DNA. Former prime minister of Norway.
Rolando Araya Monﬁe
Leader of the National Liberation Party, PLN, Costa Rica.

Tony Blair

Leader of the Labour Party, Great Britain.
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Leader of the Democratic Labour Party, PDT, Brazil. Former governor of the state of Rio de Janeiro.
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Leader of the Socialist Party, PS, Belgium.
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Ousmane Tanor Dieng

First secretary of the Socialist Party, PS, Senegal. Minister of state.

Felipe Gonzalez

Leader of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party, PSOE. Former prime minister of Spain.

Anténio Guterres

Leader of the Socialist Party, PS, Portugal. Prime minister of Portugal.

Gyiila Horn

Leader of the Hungarian Socialist Party, MSzP. Prime minister of Hungary.

Erdal Inénii

Former leader of the Republican People’s Party, CHF, Turkey. Former foreign minister and deputy prime minister of Turkey.
Lionel Jospin

First secretary of the Socialist Party, PS, France. Former minister of education.

Oskar Lafontaine

Leader of the Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD. Prime minister of the State of Saarland.
Paavo Lipponen
-Leader O}Ee Finnish Social Democratic Party, SDP. Prime minister of Finland.

Wim Kok

Leader of the Netherlands Labour Party, PvdA. Prime minister of the Netherlands.

Alexa McDonough

Leader of the New Democratic Party, NDP/NPD, Canada.

Pedro Paris Montesinos

President of Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela.

Jaime Paz Zamora

Leader of the Revolutionary Left Movement, MIR, Bolivia. Former president of Bolivia.

Shimon Peres .

Leader of the Israel Labour Party. Former prime minister of Israel.

Goran Persson

Leader of the Swedish Social Democratic Party, SAP. Prime minister of Sweden.

Poul Nyrup Rasmussen.

Leader of the Social Democratic Party, Denmark. Prime minister of Denmark.

Costas Simitis

Leader of the Panhellic Socialist Movement, PASOK, Greece. Prime minister of Greece.

Anselmo Sule

Leader of the Social Democratic Radical Party, PRSD, Chile.

Makoto Tanabe

Former Leader of the Social Democratic Party, SDP, Japan.

Franz Vranitzky

Leader of the Social Democratic Party of Austria, SPOe. Chancellor of Austria.

Ex-Officio:

Pauline Green

Leader of the Group of the Party of European Socialists, PES, European Parliament

José Francisco Pefia Gomez

Chair of the SI Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean, SICLAC

Audrey MacLaughlin

President of Socialist International Women, SIW
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President of the Party of European Socialists, PES

Nicola Zingaretti
President of the International Union of Socialist Youth, IUSY

SECRETARY GENERAL
Luis A'yala
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DECLARATIONS

THE WORLD ECONOMY

The Need for a New System of
Collective Responsibility

INTRODUCTION

‘We believe quite simply that markets
must serve people and not the other way
around.’ (John Smith)

1. A new age is emerging based on
globalisation of the world economy.
This has positive aspects such as
increased economic efficiency, a new
impetus to world trade and output,
more and better products and
services to consumers at lower prices
as well as new market opportunities.

The Socialist International
welcomes this development. But we
also need a new system of collective
responsibility offsetting the negative
effects of globalisation such as
financial turbulence, uneven
development, increasing inequality,
high levels of unemployment, social
exclusion and social unrest.
Globalisation has increased the
power of multinational corporations,
manipulators of foreign exchange
markets and international
organisations at the expense of
governments, electors and the
democratic process.

We have a positive view of the
development of society and the
potential for sustainable growth and
development with high levels of
employment. But crucial choices
have to be made. Political democracy
must prevail over economic and
financial oligarchy. We need a new
system of collective responsibility to
restore effective decision-making
powers to elected governments and
thereby reinforce their accountability
to their electorates.

2. In theast decades we witnessed a
manifold multiplication of world
wealth. But progress has been at high
social cost. From the early 1980s the
ultra-liberal model, based on the
gospel of economic deregulation and
disregard of social concerns, was
disseminated worldwide. The lack of
modernisation of state institutions
and their unfitness to deal with the
economic and fiscal disturbances in
many nations helped to create the

conditions for conservative ideals to
gain prestige. The neo-liberal ideas
acquired such a universal character
that some considered them the main
result of the global information age.
Underlying the ultra-liberal model of
development there is the idea that
money and the budget are all that
matter.

Fifteen years later, these
conceptions have failed to deliver
their promise and have led to
unprecedented imbalances,
frustrated expectations and
widespread injustice:
¢ inequality and poverty are
ravaging the developed and
developing economies - over a
billion people are now living in
absolute poverty and the gap
between rich and poor has widened
to unprecedented dimensions;
= technical progress has generated
new jobs but also technological
unemployment, and many skilled
and well trained people are
nowadays working in less qualified
jobs, often part-time, without
security and at minimal pay. In
many countries unemployment has
reached levels unprecedented since
the period between the two World
Wars;

» despite a higher per capita
income in many parts of the world
and the advances in medicine during
this century, millions of people die
each year from avoidable and
curable diseases;

* in Central and Eastern Europe
transition has been accompanied in
the short term by drastic falls in
income, employment and life
expectancy;

e Jocal armed conflicts, reflecting
ethnic disputes or control over local
resources, are causing massive
casualties, mainly among unarmed
civilian populations;

e the widening gap between rich
and poor, both within and amo:
nations, has hit women and children
especially hard.

¢ environmental degradation and
ecological disasters have become
commonplace, while decrepit and

unsafe nuclear plants could easily
replay the Chernobyl catastrophe.

3. Facing these new realities, we
stand at a crossroads:

» either we mobilise our traditions of
solidarity, justice and

cooperation to tackle the problems
we face today and in the

foreseeable future;

e or we disregard our values and
traditions and leave global resource
allocation only to the invisible - and
often insensitive - hand of the
market.

Democratic states should direct
their policies to benefit their people
without sacrificing efficiency gains
from the markets. The SI rejects the
inevitability of unemployment and
under-employment, and supports
national and multilateral efforts in
the search for full employment,
including joint international action
for a high level of effective demand,
the social negotiation of working
time and employment creation in
the social sphere and preservation
and enhancement of the
environment.

We should recall that promoting
the values of democracy, justice and
redistribution in every country and
among countries has always been
the top priority of the SI since its
inception.

TOWARDS A NEW
SYSTEM OF COLLECTIVE
RESPONSIBILITY

4. Globalisation in an age of
networked intelligence is the main
trend in today’s world economy. This
is unavoidable and in some respects
positive:

* information technology allows an
economy based on knowledge, the
key assets being intellectual assets.
What matters is a company’s ability
to attract, retain and continually
increase workers’ knowledge,
innovation and creativity;

= information is more and more




handled in digital form, compressed
and transmitted at the speed of
light, creating information
highways. Through these highways
a vast web of relationships is taking
shape,innovating every aspect of
economic and social life;

¢ relations between producers and
consumers are becoming
interactive. In some areas the old
corporation is being disaggregated,
replaced by dynamic clusters of
individuals and entities. The new
enterprise, in order to succeed, must
adjust to changing business
conditions in real time.

Globalisation has disintegrated
the former bipolar world, giving way
to a more volatile geopolitical
environment. It has brought gains
to the advanced countries and
several of the developing economies
of Asia. But not all countries have
been included in such gains. Most of
Africa, much of Latin America and a
significant part of Asia have been
excluded. Also, the gainers have not
won through globalisation alone.
Most of the newly industrialising
economies of the Pacific rim have
succeeded through policies for
governing markets and variants on a
mixed economy which have rejected
the neo-liberal path.

There are two ways to conceive
the political approach to
globalisation:
= the responsible way, taking into
consideration diverse regional
realities, and the social cohesion of
different societies, thereby
contributing to the global
improvement of economic and
social wellbeing and preserving the
environment. This is the SI
approach:globalisation, in order to
be an element of progress, must be
politically regulated.

e the ultra-liberal way, without
social and environmental
concerns,which will globalise
poverty, not only in the developing
countries but also and increasingly
in the developed countries, tending
to standardise social rights at their
lowest level;

5. The responsible way, allowing for
a fairer functioning of the trade
systems, requires stronger
international cooperation and a
comprehensive review of the Bretton
Woods institutions and the rules
and disciplines of the WTO.

With reason, at the Naples G7,
President Clinton called for a
multilateral review of the
functioning of the IMF and the
World Bank, on the grounds that
they had failed to help Africa, Latin
America and Russia to achieve the
success of the Pacific rim economies.

This failure has been due in part to a
dogmatic insistence on deflation.

In this context, such a
multilateral review should address
the related issues of trade,
investment and the re-cycling of
surpluses. International trade is
increasingly determined by foreign
direct investment. At the same time,
the combination of high technology
with the least cost labour has
qualified the assumptions of
conventional comparative
advantages theory, to the exclusion
of sub-Saharan Africa and much of
Latin America. Re-cycling of
surpluses should be not only
between the developed and newly
industrialising countries but also
towards a wider group of developing
countries.

Due to its nature, its world range
and its long-standing commitment
to the cooperative principles of the
post-war Bretton Woods system, the
SI is well placed to address these
issues and make a decisive
contribution to their solution.

The SI recognises the inspiring
work by the Commission on Global
Governance, chaired by Ingvar
Carlsson and Shridath Ramphal. Its
report, Our Global Neighbourhood,
is based on values which we fully
share and offers concrete proposals
on how the world can run common
affairs. Without improved global
economic governance, human
security will be endangered.

TEN MAIN TASKS

6. For the SI, ten main tasks lie
ahead in the second half of the 90s:
* consolidation of democracy;

s promotion of employment and
better living standards;

s coordination of national policies;
¢ promotion of free and fair trade -
the case for a WTO social

clause;

o strengthening of financial
assistance;

¢ reviewing the functioning of
Bretton Woods institutions;

¢ regional and global cooperation;
¢ reinforcement of social rights;

* achieving equality and
enhancing women's rights;

s sustainable development and
protection of the environment.

The consolidation of democracy

7. The universality of representative
democracy is a key value both to the
SI and to all democratic parties. But
the end of the Cold War and the
spread of representative democracy
created expectations which cannot
be fulfilled without a new

framework for regional and global
cooperation.

The SI cannot adopt the approach
of the neo-liberals, wgo preach
democracy for the developing and
reforming economies yet deny them
the basic economic conditions for
development and social welfare, thus
making their democratic experience
extremely fragile. That is why
democracy needs to be reinforced by
a new system of collective
responsibility, and new policies to
reinforce democracy itself.

Democracy means the right to
alternation of power. But effective
democracy means that political
parties must be able to implement
alternative programmes in
government. The main reason for
voting is the real possibility of
changing policies. Indefinite
austerity, permanent poverty and
mass unemployment devalue and
discredit democracy itself. Changing
this depends substantially on the
international economic framework
and the behaviour of international
institutions. Both should provide the
macro-economic environment in
which new economic and social
programmes become possible. But
democracy also means that the
political system must ensure that
political reform, sound policies and
economic development benefit all
social groups and is not put into
jeopardy by social inequalities or
corruption.

Globalisation has promoted the
dominance of economic over social
interests, devaluing the political
process. As the process of
globalisation has limited the role of
the nation state, cooperation has to
be strengthened and legitimised by
more efficient international
institutions. We need an effective
international system of collective
responsibility to safeguard the
market economy and the
environment. At the same time we
need to promote the active
participation of people with their
own structures of representation and
organisation, contributing to a
global civil society at local, regional
and national levels.

Promotion of employment and
living standards

8. The SI approach envisages the
promotion of a new model of
sustained and sustainable
development, as well as adapting the
welfare state, the most important
achievement of democratic socialism
in this century. The new model must
take account of the evolution of
society, scientific and technological
progress, demographic trends,



environmental constraints and
migration. This implies:

e a permanent decrease of the
unemployment rate, enabling the
young and the long-term
unemployed entering the labour
market to undertake proper
training and to attain to a better life;
¢ national and multilateral efforts
in the search for full
employment,including joint
international action for a high level
of effective demand, the social
negotiation of working time,
employment creation in the social
sphere and preservation and
enhancement of the environment;

¢ a sustained rise of living
standards, which involves the
improvement of living conditions to
acceptable levels.

e national and multilateral
initiatives on migration, to regulate
flows, to guarantee the social rights
of migrant workers and their
families,and to support the
economic and social development of
low income countries.

Improving living standards,
together with a more just
distribution of income and wealth,
are of crucial importance for
political, economic and social
reasons. In particular, they
strengthen confidence in democratic
institutions, give a new impetus to
external relations and improve the
efficiency of policies. Moreover, the
highest growth economies have the
least unequal income distribution
and unemployment.

High unemployment,
underemployment and social
exclusion constitute the most serious
problem of our time, and a
significant threat to democracy. The
policy of ‘laisser-faire, laissez-passer’
has failed in this area, as it failed 60
years ago during the great
depression. This issue has to be
addressed by international co-
ordination of national economic
policies, through a global recovery
programme promoting trade,
income, welfare and employment.

Reducing unemployment without
facing the danger of inflation
requires more and better investment,
both in material and in human
capital.

Small and medium enterprises
account for more than two out of
three jobs. They are vital for new job
creation in both industry and
services. Also in some cases
globalisation can be successfully
realised at micro-level, with the
transfer of technology, more likely
through networks of regional, local
and associative enterprises.

New technology creates new job
opportunities but at the same time it

eliminates low-skilled and/or routine
jobs. Of all the new technologies,
information and communication
technology (ICT) is the most
pervasive and transformative.
Therefore, we must concentrate on
industries, infrastructures and
technologies of the 21st century in
order to remain competitive and to
meet economic and social
aspirations. The quality and the
quantity of the new technologies
will be decisive for the productivity
of the global economy.

Too often a mismatch between
demand and supply of labour has
prevented placing ‘the right people
in the right place’ and significant
investments in education and
training, especially in the less and
least developed countries. Technical
assistance programmes also have to
be stepped up and upgraded. But if it
is crucial for developing countries to
invest in human capital, this by no
means implies that the effort
undertaken by developed countries
can be slackened. Improvement in
qualifications and skills is crucial to
improving job security and
remuneration without endangering
competitiveness. It is also effective in
helping to prevent long-term
unemployment, to the degree that it
promotes job mobility.

Co-ordination of national policies

9. The globalisation of the world
economy has strongly reduced the
effectiveness of national economic
policies. A cooperative approach is
required to launch a global
economic recovery which implies
the need for:

¢ a framework to stabilise and
control international financial
flows,render the functioning of
international markets more
transparent,and avoid the
destabilisation of the economic
policies of elected governments.
Serious consideration should be
given to a turnover tax on purely
speculative foreign exchange
transactions. Such a tax,proposed by
Nobel prize winner James Tobin,
should include all major financial
markets;

e co-ordinated action in the
reduction of the level of interest
rates worldwide to reduce the cost of
capital and borrowing and stimulate
investment;

e joint action to control operators
in off-shore markets, in particular to
fight against tax evasion, corruption
and money laundering;

e fiscal policies which encourage
employment and penalise pollution
of the environment and depletion of
non-renewable natural resources;

= sustained levels of public
investment in infrastructure,
technology and skills, aiming at
more economic efficiency and the
creation of more and better jobs;

e creation of international financial
instruments to correct temporary
payment and fiscal imbalances and
to offset speculative capital flows.

This requires a close co-
ordination of the international
effects of national economic policies.
The G7 group has not been able to
adequately fulfil this coordinating
role. In addition, G7 economies
represent a diminishing share of the
world economy and trade.

We support the creation of an
Economic Security Council (an
enlarged G7) within the UN
framework, as a way to effectively
co-ordinate international economic
policy and to address global issues
such as the stability of exchange
rates and international capital flows,
the avoidance of fiscal competition
and the creation of global
programmes to reduce
unemployment and stimulate
economic recovery. This forum is
also required to increase the
cooperation of international
financial institutions within the UN
framework.

The form of such an Economic
Security Council could combine a
given number of additional
permanent members with a variable
membership of smaller countries. A
new structure on these lines would
both be more representative of
global realities and constitute a
manageable forum for the exercise of
collective responsibility.

Promotion of free and fair trade -
the case for a WTO social clause

10. Trade through full utilisation of
the concept of competitive
advantage represents the way to
significantly improve welfare
without jeopardising progress in the
reduction of inflation and budget
deficits. Moreover, trade is clearly
the first level at which cooperation
becomes critical. Thus we have to
ensure a system of collective
responsibility that avoids
protectionism.

But it is also clear that if trade is
to contribute to world welfare, it
must be consistent with a rise of
living standards. In particular,
import barriers (quotas and duties)
as well as subsidies regarding the
production and export of
agricultural products by the
developed countries, which impose
significant costs on developing
nations, should be reduced. On the
other hand, the generalised system
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of preferences (GSP) providing for
lower tariff rates for some exports of
poorer countries should be made
more flexible and efficient.

Trade should generate cooperation
for jobs, not competition for jobs.
Wild competition decreases
remuneration levels, qualifications,
social protection, safety and
environment quality. It ultimately
reduces product quality and
aggregate demand through low pay
and uncertainty, thus preventing
efficiency gains from trade.

Cooperation for jobs also implies
strengthening the vestigial provisions
within WTO by a (s:roper social
clause. This should under no
circumstances prevent the
developing and reforming economies
from competing on a comparative
cost basis. But it should mean a ban
on forced and child labour and the
enforcement of social rights, trades
union freedom, collective bargaining
and the right to strike and the
elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women.

Free trade must translate into fair
trade, without hidden administrative
barriers, with adequate social
legislation and free trade-union
activity. The question is not to
challenge the ability of less
developed countries to compete
through lower wage costs. What we
cannot forever disregard is any
process of wage formation from
which free bargaining activity is
excluded.

Further, the link between trade
and environment calls for an
environmental clause in the WTO
with binding international
commitments.

Strengthening financial assistance

11. Most of the less and all of the
least developed countries rely on
financial assistance to overcome
development problems. Aid has to be
strengthened and reoriented if some
degree of convergence is to be
achieved. There must be an absolute
obligation for the rich countries to
help the poor through programmes
aimed at the relief of poverty so as to
create the conditions for real and
sustainable development.

Aid should be diverted from
projects of the ‘white-elephant’ kind,
frequently linked to corruption and
diversion of funds. More attention
should be given to the need,
particularly in the poorer countries,
to finance:
¢ the ‘software’ of democratic
institutions - the requirements of the
basic functioning of the state;
¢ rural development and other
programmes aimed, in an integrated

way, at the basic needs of the
population ensuring ‘minimum
standards... in nutrition, housing,
health, the environment, education,
social services and basic income’.
(Stuart Holland)

In addition, a close monitoring of
aid programmes is needed to ensure
effectiveness and the inclusion of a
social conditionality, together with
traditional financial conditionality.

Funding of such programmes (and
the increase in overall funds available
to developing countries) would not
endanger economic stability and
growth in the developed (donor)
countries. Rather:

e these programmes would
significantly increase world trade and
consequently exports from donor
countries;

¢ some funding could be raised
through regional financial
institutions, without consequences
for individual countries’ budgets;

® as a temporary measure, part of
this could be financed by new
taxation on the main sources of
pollution and on scarce resources,
bearing in mind that the more
successful the fight against pollution
is, the less revenue this kind of tax
would bring in;

e a larger number of developed
countries should share the burden of
funding, including newly
industrialised countries. The UN
target of 0.7 percent of GNP as
development assistance should be
reached by all donor countries.

No literate and healthy
population is poor. No illiterate
population in ill health is other than
poor. Priority should be made for the
funding of health and education,
with a special focus on programmes
for women and girls. In terms of
health there is an urgent need for a
vaccination and remedial diseases
fund for the poorest countries.

At its present level, debt service is
an unbearable burden to heavily
indebted low-income economies,
negatively affecting the level of
public and private investment, and
requiring very restrictive fiscal
policies. To address this issue the
following measures should be
adopted:
¢ rescheduling of all debt service
due to Paris Club and other bilateral
creditors, including a substancial
debt write-off for heavily indebted
low-income countries;

e increase in the maturities and
interest subsidies of the debt due to
international financial institutions
financed by gold sales by the IMF,
part of the profits of the World Bank
and other regional financial
institutions and by grants from
bilateral donors;

* increase in the amounts lent by
international financial institutions,
financed if necessary by an increase
in their capital subscription;

¢ new allocation of Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs), in favour of
developing countries and countries
in transition.

Reviewing the functioning of the
Bretton Woods institutions

12. International financial
institutions were created more than
50 years ago, in a macro-economic
context that has drastically changed.
They are not equipped to deal with
the challenges that the developing
countries face today, and accordingly,
they have not served their needs
adequately. This should be remedied
by a substantial review of the
functioning of the Bretton Wdods
institutions. This should include:

¢ a different framework for
structural adjustment programmes
with a different type of
conditionality, taking into account
social needs;

* a change in the capital quotas in
the IMF and World Bank, with the
more equitable share in voting
procedures for developing countries;
e new or reinforced regional
financial institutions, more clearly
serving the needs of local economies;
e improved cooperation among
internatiohal financial institutions
and other international donors, thus
consolidating the policy-making
efforts of the international
community within the UN;

¢ creation of new financial
instruments with international
macro-economic potential (such as
regional and world bonds) to
facilitate the recycling of financial
surplus in favour of politically-
defined international objectives;

s a mechanism for the orderly
adjustment of balance-of-payments
disequilibria to facilitate tﬂe
maintenance of stable but flexible
exchange rates.

One of the key issues in any
fundamental review of the
functioning of the IMF and the
‘World Bank is their relation to the
new WTQO, and whether this in
practice is to prove able to fulfil the
opening paragraph of its Preamble
that ‘the signatories to this
agreement recognise that their
relations in the field of trade and
economic endeavour should be
conducted with a view to raising
standards of living, ensuring full
employment and a large and steadily
growing real income and effective
demand’.

A multilateral commission reviewing
the functioning of the IMF and the



World Bank in relation to the WTO
needs to recognise that the paradigm
of comparative advantage in
international trade has been
overtaken by cumulative advantage
for multinational investment and
trade, to the exclusion of many of
the lesser and least developed
countries.

Regional and global policies

13. The SI urges increased monetary
co-ordination, and in particular the
enhancement of monetary regional
cooperation. The SI also favours an
approach that introduces measures
ensuring more transparency and
accountability of operators, and that
avoids competitive devaluations.

A less monolithic global system
also needs more plural multilateral
institutions and financial
instruments.

The regional organisation of the
United Nations broadly coincides
with a potential framework for such
pluralism, with a variable geometry
of regional trade and economic
groups within this framework. The
European Union has a key role to
play not only within a wider Europe
for example in the Baltic Sea region,
but also with the Lomé Convention
countries; likewise with the
Mercosur, the Rio Group in Latin
America, SADCC, the Maghreb and
other regional groupings within
Africa, and with the follow-up of the
Barcelona Conference. But progress
to a more plural framework also
means that the regional agencies of
the UN such as the Economic
Commissions for Africa and Latin
America and some specialised
agencies and subsidiary organs,
should be reinforced, better resourced
and given greater relative autonomy.

There is a strong case for
reinforcing the power of the regional
development banks and matching
them by regional monetary funds.
This macro-economic conception lies
behind the establishment of the
European Investment Fund,
parallelling the micro-project finance
of the European Investment Bank.

Reinforcement of social rights

14. Intolerance, inequality, racial or
religious segregation, sexism and
social exclusion undermine the
solidarity and cohesion that are the
cement of today’s societies. Many of
the social problems we face today
have their roots in one of these
forms of discrimination, whether on
grounds of race, gender or religion as
do the symptoms of unemployment,
urban violence and drug abuse.

The functioning of a deregulated

market economy under such
constraints creates an explosive
situation, aggravating exclusion and
leading to social unrest and political
extremism that may, in turn, disrupt
the democratic process.

The SI therefore strongly
advocates the need for the adoption
of policies and measures that
contribute proactively to eliminating
any form of ethnic, gender or social
discrimination or the constitution of
ghettos, hence promoting the
participation of citizens in decisions
;vhich particularly concern their
ate.

Social rights are inevitably linked
to the existence of democratic
institutions. They can only be
guaranteed where fundamental
human rights are fully respected,
including free trade union activity,
collective bargaining and the right
to strike.

Trade unions activities have played a
key role in developed societies, not
only in the defence of workers’
rights, but also for the
modernisation and efficiency of the
economies.

Achieving equality and women’s
rights

15. Equality between women and
men is a basic condition for the
equitable development of modern
society. Deep discriminations against
women still prevail in large parts of
the world, assuming absolutely
inhuman forms. Even in developed
countries, judicial equality does not
prevent open or hidden
discriminatory practices at both
social and cultural levels.

The labour market, in particular,
does not allow real equality of
opportunities, since women are
usually offered low-paid part-time
jobs and are greatly affected by the
new forms of structural
unemployment. The eradication of
poverty cannot be accomplished
through anti-poverty programmes
alone but will require democratic
participation and changes in order
to ensure access for all women to
resources, opportunities.and
services.

The effective delivery of basic
social services, efficient
implementation of support
mechanisms like housing,
healthcare, childcare and education,
coupled with positive changes in
anti-poverty programmes, will
significantly lessen the burden of
poverty on women.

Political action to promote
equality in education and job
opportunities, must become a

reality. Men and women must have
the same possibilities to combine
professional and other
responsibilities, both in society and
in the family environment. In the
poorest countries, demographic
explosion has been a major
impediment to real development.
Family planning and parental
responsibility will not be possible
without a strong investment in
women'’s role in society, and
increased education and
participation in the decision-making
process. We also should focus on the
ratification of the UN Convention
on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and their Families.

Action programmes are needed in
order to enact legislative and
administrative reforms to give
women full and equal access to
economic respurces including the
right to inheritance, to ownership of
land, and equal access to credit.
Action is also needed in order to
pursue and implement sound and
stable sectoral policies, designed with
the full and equal participation of
women, that encourage broad-based
sustainable growth geared towards
eradicating poverty and reducing
gender-based inequality.

Further action is needed to
restructure and target the allocation
of public expenditures to promote
women's economic opportunities
and equal access to productive
resources and to address the basic
social, educational and health needs
of women, particularly those
currently living in poverty. Macro-
economic policies have to be
generated that have a positive
impact on the employment and
income of women workers in both
the formal and informal sectors.

Sustainable development and
protection of the environment

16. The solution to the
environmental problems threatening
the future of the planet is a critical
challenge for humanity as a whole.

A healthy and sustainable local
environment is a basic right, both
for today’s and future generations.
Public authorities and public
initiatives have an essential role to
play filling in the gaps left by free
competition, looking to fulfil
environmental needs that have a
social impact and are ignored by
private enterprise, or to guarantee
democratic access for all to
environmental goods and services
within an integrated and balanced
development perspective.

The Rio Summit rightly
established a link between
environment and development:
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‘wealth creates over-consumption,
but poverty destroys nature as well
due to the fact that too many have
too little to share’. (Svend Auken)

The answer to environmental
problems cannot be divorced from
the totality of global concerns. It
must be viewed not as an isolated
issue or trend, but rather within a
framework that encompasses all the
problems that beset the economy
and society.

Concern for the environment
must not be seen as a barrier to
economic growth. It must be
increasingly considered, on the
contrary, as an opportunity to
generate jobs based on new
technologies with meaningful
employment for high-skilled
professionals and low-skilled workers
alike. Energy-saving and the
restoration and preservation of
nature, being labour-intensive, also
offer major job opportunities.

The required change towards
sustainable economic growth in our
societies, given the supranational
nature of the environment, itself
demands international treaties, but
also supranational institutions and
associated policies able to contribute
decisively to a sustainable
development guided by principles of
mutual interest and cooperation.

The necessary aid to and
cooperation with developing
countries has to be translated into
specific financial assistance, training
and transfer of technology in such a
way that the development of the
nations who receive those benefits is
not subject to medium-term
constraints because of the short-term
destruction of its resources.

On the other hand, the enormous
environmental deficits bequeathed
by the totalitarian regimes of Central
and Eastern Europe call for an
increase in aid such as the European
Union is already giving.

The environment reflects what a
society is as a whole. This entails the
joint responsibility of the whole of
society for resolving its problems. We
need a better match between
problems and answers. The principles
of prevention and restitution - ‘the
polluter pays’ - are central to this.

Environment costs must be
internalised. For this to be achieved
it is necessary to seek the application
of new standards, the signing of
voluntary agreements with specific
industries and the undertaking of
educational programmes. We also
should fulfil the potential offered by
a new fiscal system that would
include environmental taxes on
pollution.

CONCLUSIONS

The new era of globalisation of the
world economy is a challenge for us
all. The socialist movement is
prepared to accept the challenge.

Globalisation undermines the old
links of solidarity in local enterprises
and deregulates sectors which
previously guaranteed a large
number of jobs. Globalisation can
lead to irreparable damages to the
environment. Not lea. .,
globalisation, while putting in
question the regulatory role of the
nation state, calls for integrated
economic institutions at both
regional and global levels.

We reaffirm that the democratic
decisions taken at national and
international level have an
irreplaceable role in correcting
distortions generated by the
functioning global markets and in
the search for social justice and full
employment.

Recent cooperation in the field of
economic policies among developed
countries has mainly aimed at
reducing inflation and budget
deficits, especially in Europe.
Employment, social issues and the
environment have clearly become
secondary. The SI approach is not
only more fair, but also more
efficient, as it takes into account
long-term perspectives, offsets
negative externalities and promotes
social inclusion.

Confronted with international
economic and monetary disorder,
we socialists and social democrats
express our determination to
promote a new system of collective
responsibility within the following
strategic framework:

° a global recovery programme co-
ordinated by an enlarged G7 or an
eventual Economic Security Council
of the UN to promote world
development and to fight poverty.
This programme should be
financed through new instruments
and increased official

development assistance, including
substantial debt write-offs for
heavily indebted low-income
countries;

e the creation of employment and
the rise in standards of living
(involving both the economic and
socihal dimensions) at both the
domestic and world levels, thus
strengthening cohesion between
North and South, East and West,
with action of global and local
significance implemented at the
appropriate level;

¢ areview of the functioning of the
IMF and the World Bank
recognising that diverse problems
for different economic systems

need to be addressed and resolved
through greater diversity in
ideas,policies and institutions, rather
than constrained by a single
paradigm of structural adjustment
and gains from trade, or a single
model of governance;
* areform of the international
monetary system that will contribute
to reducing exchange rate volatility
and foster cooperation aimed at a
sustainable growth of the world
economy;
® a better transparency and
accountability of international
financial markets with measures
addressing the need to reduce
speculative transactions and thus
contributing to the stability of
international currencies and capital
markets;
* a strengthening of the
multilateral trade system whereby
each country has to comply with the
obligations arising from the
agreements now covered by the
WTO and contribute to the success
of further market opening,
reinforced by negotiation of a social
clause, and with strengthened
preferential treatment for the poorer
countries;
® areinforcement of women’s
rights, political participation and
equality of opportunities, remedying
the lack of autonomy and access to
economic resources, including credit,
land ownership and inheritance,
offsetting the inadequate access of
women to education and their
minimal participation in the
decision-making process. The release
of women's productive potential is
pivotal to breaking the cycle of
fE:ﬁverty so that women can both

ly share in and contribute to the
benefits of development;
e strengthening within the
framework of the United Nations
those agencies concerned with
environment, such as the Sustainable
Development Commission and the
Environment Programme, and the
financial institutions associated with
such development;
¢ international agreements to
improve the quality of continental
waters and the air, neutralising the
negative consequences of climate
change and desertification, and
enhancing the overall quality of the
global environment.



MAKING PEACE, KEEPING PEACE

Peace, freedom, justice and
solidarity have a{ways been the
central values and objectives of the
socialist movement.

The Socialist International takes
pride in its tradition of persistent
and successful work for peace and
security.

Throughout the Cold War the SI,
true to its principles, maintained
dialogue with major powers,
consistently appealing for nuclear
disarmament, for radical cuts in
nuclear weapons, for non-
proliferation, for a test ban, for
confidence-building measures, for
openness and transparency, for the
solution of regional crises, for
common security, for preventive
diplomacy, for security and
cooperation - for peace. Through
such golicies which also inspired
member parties, the SI contributed
to the end of the Cold War.

While the Cold War is now over,
and the related arms race and the
threat of a nuclear war seem to have
subsided, the post-Cold-War
experiences have not been only
positive. While negotiations have
brought peaceful solutions to many
Cold War regional conflicts, new
crises and armed conflicts have
emerged elsewhere. While major
breakthroughs have been made in
disarrnament, huge stockpiles of
weapons of mass destruction and
conventional weapons are still there,
and the world still wastes its scarce
resources in excessive military
spending.

Therefore, the sustained powerful
action for peace, security and
disarmament must continue even in
the post-Cold-War world. The
Socialist International - and its
regional and special committees -
will explore new ways and means to
play a constructive role in the new
situation. We reaffirm our conviction
that the end of the Cold War has
created conditions for a just and
peaceful world order. Such an
international order must be built on
the principles of democracy, human
rights and the rule of law.

A peaceful world order also
requires the revival of the
commitment to the UN Charter to
maintain international peace and
security ‘with the least diversion for
armaments of the world’s human
and economic resources’.

Such changes do not come by
themselves. Persistent efforts to
change the world in accordance with

our ideals and objectives are needed
both at the global and regional
levels. The concepts of common,
cooperative and comprehensive
security provide basic guidelines and
directions for such efforts. The
Socialist International reaffirms its
appeal to all governments, social
movements and individuals to work
together for a just and peaceful
world order.

TOWARDS COOPERATIVE
SECURITY

A fundamental change has occurred
in the course of the last decade. The
strictly bipolar international system
and the ideological antagonism
between the blocs has given way to a
more cooperative world order.

The change in the international
system is still going on, and its
impact is being felt, in East and West,
North and South. With the
predictability of the bipolar system
disappeared, the present situation is
characterised by uncertainties. The
Soviet legacy continues to be a factor
affecting security policy in Russia
and elsewhere.

The United Nations is and
remains the most important forum
for security cooperation. The
Security Council, responsible for
international {)eace and security,
cannot be replaced by anything else
in the foreseeable future, but its role
can be further strengthened.

Besides being global in
membership, the United Nations
also deals with all aspects of security,
including various new threats to
security, such as political upheavals,
social distress, poverty,
environmental degradation, ethnic
unrest, uncontrolled migration,
terrorism and drug abuse. Future
security policies should take this
comprehensive security concept as
their foundation.

The global agenda of the United
Nations permits it to be utilised in a
flexible manner. Development and
peace go hand in hand. Concern for
the global environment is concern
for peace. Social progress is a
precondition for welfare, stability
and peace. The United Nations
conferences on important global
issues focus on problems to be
resolved by all states together.

The ‘Agenda for Peace’ of the
Secretary-General of the United
Nations contains important

considerations about the changing
role of the organisation.

Last year, when the UN turned
50, another important report was
published. The Carlsson Commission
stressed a strong commitment to
global cooperation in the service of
peace and progress and rejected
unilateralist approaches to global
problems.

If preventive diplomacy fails and
traditional peacekeeping is
insufficient, then the United Nations
may call on other organisations to
restore peace. This is perhaps the
greatest innovation in recent times
in this field, and it is still being
tested in Bosnia.

The concept of ‘overlapping
institutions’ provides regional
organisations and even military
alliances a role while keeping the
political decision-making role of the
United Nations Security Council
intact.

Regional organisations, acting on
the basis of the UN Charter, play an
important complementary role. In
Europe, the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
has changed from a traditional
forum for East-West negotiations, to
an international organisation
concentrating on preventive
diplomacy and conflict-
management. The OSCE has played
a useful role in many post-Cold-War
conflicts such as the former
Yugoslavia, Nagorno-Karabakh and
Chechnya.

Forms of cooperation between
such regional organisations as the
European Union (EU), the Western
European Union (WEU), the Council
of Europe, OSCE and NATO are
being developed in order to find a
meaningful division of labour for
them in the emerging European
security architecture.

TOWARDS A MORE EFFECTIVE
UN SECURITY SYSTEM

The world has faced more than a
hundred severe armed conflicts since
1945. The role of the United Nations
in crisis-management has increased
dramatically following the end of
the Cold War. Between 1988 and
1995, the UN has launched twenty-
three peace-keeping operations, as
compared to the thirteen established
between 1948 and 1988.

The Council of the §I, at its
meeting in Tokyo in May 1994,
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approved the report of the special
working group of the SIPSAD on UN
reform. On that occasion, while
acknowledging the existing
limitations in procedures,
operational capabilities and resources
for the UN to perform its role in
maintaining peace, we stressed the
need to maintain the notion that the
UN is the sole legitimate body where
measures to introduce and maintain
peace can be adopted on behalf of
the international community.

The Socialist International
remains committed to these
principles and calls for a further
extension of the means and
resources at the disposal of the UN
Secretary-General. We also express
our satisfaction at the progress of the
Secretary-General’s ‘Agenda for
Peace’, whose efforts to create a new
conceptual framework, in order to
respond to new chtallenges beyond
the scope of traditional
peacekeeping, will require the
support and commitment of the
member nations.

Conlflict-prevention appears as an
area in which the UN should
broaden its role, either through
preventive diplomacy or through a
preventive deployment of UN forces
in the early stages of a crisis. This
will require reinforcing the authority
of the Secretary-General, speeding-
up the decision procedures and
allowing stand-by forces to be
deployed at early call. Conflict-
prevention is the most appropriate
means to prevent crises spreading,
thus avoiding loss of life and saving
enormous effort and resources.
Successful conflict-prevention and
crisis-management also reduce the
risks and the amplitude of any
prospective use of force.

Regional cooperation in the area
of security has increased during the
last years. The possibility for regional
organisations to act in their areas of
responsibility should be encouraged
and facilitated. The experiences in
Europe and, most recently, in Africa
should allow a most efficient action
in conflict-prevention and
management when the UN Security
Council cannot guarantee the
availability of the means required.

The UN cannot act today as the
world policeman, but this should
not be in contradiction with the
need to define as clearly as possible
the criteria ugém which the Security
Council, on behalf of the whole
international community, makes its
decision whether or not to intervene
in a conflict.

In the world of today, the role of
the UN in maintaining peace cannot
be restricted to peace operations. The
impact of non-military factors on
global and regional security

underlines the need for an enhanced
UN capability to effectively
contribute to assess and solve them.
Economic imbalances and poverty,
food and water shortages, and
cultural divides are at the root of
many existing and potential
conflicts. Cooperation between
agencies and with NGOs as well as
interaction with the affected
populations are among the
requirements for maintaining peace
in the future. This cooperation
appears also as a prerequisite in
those cases where peace has been
achieved but must yet be
consolidated. These new challenges
will require a greater democratisation
and transparency in the decisions of
the Security Council and increased
collaboration with the General
Assembly, whose role should be
enhanced.

TOWARDS ENHANCED
REGIONAL SECURITY

A major aspect of present security
developments is strengthened
cooperation between the United
Nations and regional organisations
in peace and security issues, under
Chapter VIII of the UN Charter.
While this opportunity has been in
the Charter, it is only in this decade
that it has come under closer
scrutiny and in more frequent use.
Cooperation includes diplomatic
support, consultation, and division
of labour in co-deployment or joint
operations. Positive experiences have
already been gained in many crisis
areas, in Europe, Africa and Central
America.

The contributions of the
Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in Cambodia, the
OAS and the Contadora Group in
Central America, the European
Union, the OSCE, NATO and the
WEU in the Former Yugoslavia, have
pointed to a tfremendous potential.

The linkage between the UN and
the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe was formally
established in the beginning of the
1990s, but of course the regional
approach in Europe has been under
way for a quarter of a century.
Europe was also centrally in the
focus of SI activities for a long time,
which was well rounded, because
Europe was so deeply divided by the
Cold War and because Europe was
the primary scene for military
confrontation, with the two
opposing military alliances
confronting each other.

Against that historical
background it may be argued that
particularly in Europe the end of the

Cold War has been felt most
dramatically and that there the
challenge and need for establishing
cooperative security arrangements to
overcome the Cold-War divide are
most urgent. That need has been
recognised by all European
governments.

The CSCE history, and now the
institutions and procedures of the
OSCE, have created the basis for
such wide European security
arrangements. Fruitful experience in
confidence-building and cooperation
as well as the mechanisms developed
for crisis-prevention, for the
promotion of democracy and of
minority rights give direction to
further efforts.

Yet, today’s OSCE is still too weak
an organisation to be able to deal
with severe political or military
crises alone. The necessity to find
adequate roles for various
international organisations and the
best possible forms of cooperation
between them is guiding the present
efforts in Europe. The European
Union, the Western European
Union, the Council of Europe, the
Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS), NATO, and the UN are
all exploring their potential
contribution to European security
architecture. The North Atlantic
Cooperation Council (NACC),
Partnership for Peace as well as the
ongoing Implementation Force
(IFOR) operation in Bosnia are all
examples of such new forms of
security cooperation, where old
adversaries as well as neutral states
are acting together to build a new
and safer Europe.

In post-Cold-War conditions, the
most probable challenges are related
to crisis-management and peace-
keeping. Therefore the primary focus
of European discussions and
negotiations - whether in NATO, EU
or WEU - is on these issues. The
IFOR operation also sets a potential
example in providing a framework
for civilian and military elements in
new peace-keeping operations. Such
a comprehensive peace-keeping
approach has been fruitful already in
former UN operations, e.g. in
Namibia, Central America and
Cambodia.

The Socialist International has on
various occasions referred to the
possibility of exploiting the
European experience in other
regions of conflict. While it is not
feasible to reproduce such
experiences elsewhere - because
every crisis and conflict has its
unique characteristics - some central
features of the CSCE approach seem
worthwhile, such as the inclusion of
all relevant parties in the
negotiations, the adoption of a



comprehensive security agenda and
the beginning of the journey if
necessary, even with modest results
to make it start.

The validity of such a thesis has
been underlined by similar recent
experiences in many conflict-ridden
regions like Central America, South
Africa, Middle East and Asia. The
capital created through confidence-
building is needed to overcome
protracted hostilities and to assure
everyone the benefits of peace.

TOWARDS NUCLEAR
DISARMAMENT

Nuclear non-proliferation

The Socialist International remains
committed to achieving the real goal
of nuclear non-proliferation: general
nuclear disarmament. With the
indefinite extension of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1995
and in view of the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), the
international community should
restate its priorities. The Socialist
International will continue its work
to lessen the role of nuclear weapons
with the ultimate aim of a nuclear-
free world.

Non-proliferation is more than
just setting the agenda for nuclear
disarmament or improving the NPT
safeguards system. It is necessary to
address the political and/or regional
security perceptions and motives
evoked in order to keep a nuclear
arsenal or to develop a new one. It
should become clear that there is no
credible strategic need or rationale
for nuclear weapons in a world with
a sharply reduced risk of a global
conflict, without antagonistic
military blocs. With all the means
available we should tackle the
tension in certain regions which
tempt states to become nuclear, and
support consistent initiatives in
order to favour the settlement of
substantial security confidence-
building measures, disarmament
agreements, etc, while enhancing
our global support for the
elimination of the presence and the
threat of any kind of weapons of
mass destruction.

All states should strictly adhere to
the Resolution on Principles and
Obijectives for Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament,
passed by the NPT Review and
Extension Conference. A number of
countries have taken important steps
to renounce their aspirations to
acquire nuclear weapons. South
Africa has dismantled its nuclear-
weapon-making capability. Argentina
and Chile have joined the NPT, and

Argentina, Brazil and Chile have
become full parties to the Treaty of
Tlatelolco. France has engaged in
procedures to sign the Treaty of
Rarotonga. With Africa’s Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone, established in
1996, nearly all of the southern
hemisphere now constitutes a
nuclear-weapon-free zone.

A new era of cooperation among
nuclear-weapon states has made it
possible to reach agreements on
tangible reductions in nuclear
stockpiles and on the elimination of
entire classes of nuclear weapons.
Nuclear weapons have been
completely withdrawn from many
countries where they had been
deployed during the Cold War.

The Socialist International
opposes the deployment of nuclear
weapons and related delivery
systems in new member states in the
case of NATO enlargement. This
would be against the spirit of the
NPT.

The main concerns in the coming
years are the huge remaining
stockpiles of the nuclear-weapon
states, the refusal of some so-called
threshold countries to renounce the
nuclear option, and the risk that
nuclear know-how and material end
up in the hands of states or groups
which are beyond international
control.

Under these conditions, the
existence of important nuclear
arsenals still presents the risk of their
use, with the very serious effects
which this would mean for the
populations and the environment.
The situation created by the
disappearance of the USSR has
brought about new dangers in the
nuclear field which are just as
important.

The first is the possible access by
new states to nuclear armaments.
And the second is the possibility for
non-state terrorist or mafia groups to
acquire by purchasing, trafficking or
theft, nuclear materials capable of
producing bombs. This is why action
aiming to rid the planet of nuclear
risk must be conducted
simultaneously in four fields:

1. that of reducing the existing
arsenals - the START II Treaty must
now be ratified by the Russian
Duma, but it is necessary to begin
without waiting to negotiate a new
step which could take the form of a
START III Treaty;

2. that of reinforcing non-
proliferation and the test ban - it is
essential that the NPT be signed by
all the states of the world and that
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
be signed soon on the basis of the
zero option;

3. that of forbidding the production
of nuclear material for military use

or the capacity for its possible use for
terrorist purposes. The so-called cut-
off treaty negotiations must be
initiated as soon as possible under
conditions which would not
legitimise the arsenals of the
threshold states;

4. that of the extension of the
powers of sui)ervision of the
International Atomic Energy Agency,
which is an important condition for
the implementation of the policy of
nuclear material control, without
which any policy directed against
proliferation will fail.

The trade in plutonium and
highly enriched uranium for
economic, scientific or other reasons
should be placed under strict
international control. In the same
way, the IAEA must be allowed to
follow the evolution of radioactivity
levels of all the now closed-down
nuclear facilities or test sites and to
keep track of all the undeclared
activities which may lead to the
production of nuclear weapons.

A register of nuclear weapons
should be established at the United
Nations. Registering the existing
arsenals of nuclear weapons will
enhance the confidence of non-
nuclear countries in the readiness of
nuclear countries to disarm and will
thereby strengthen the will to adhere
to the non-proliferation policy.

The Socialist International
strongly urges all the governments
which take their inspiration from SI
principles to simultaneously pursue
the legal and political battle along
these four guidelines.

Negotiations on a treaty for a
nuclear-weapon-free world must start
in the Conference on Disarmament
immediately.

Nuclear testing

The Socialist International has
consistently insisted on a definitive
end to nuclear testing as an effective
and indispensable means to achieve
real progress in nuclear
disarmament. These efforts should
be continued until the CTBT is
signed and ratified by all relevant
states.

There is no technical justification
for the continuation of nuclear
testing. Scientific studies have shown
that a very small number of tests is
needed to ensure the safety of
certain types of nuclear weapons; yet
in no case will tests be needed after
1996. France and China - after two
more test explosions in 1996 - have
finally stopped testing and joined
the moratorium by the United:
States, Russia and the United
Kingdom. While it is positive that
China has given up the concept of
so-called peaceful nuclear




explosions, any conditions attached
to the decision are out of place.

The Socialist International has
consistently supported the
conclusion in 1996 of the CTBT. We
therefore welcome the resolution
passed by the General Assembly of
the United Nations on 10 September
1996, adopting the text of the CTBT.
The immediate goal now is therefore
to secure signatures of all states for
the CTBT and the early entering into
force of the Treaty. When in force,
the Treaty will be a cornerstone of
nuclear disarmament together with
the NPT, the IAEA safeguards system
and the agreements among the
nuclear-weapon states.

The ultimate objective, however,
must remain the elimination of all
nuclear weapons.

In this regard the SI welcomes the
recommendations of the recently
completed Canberra Commission on
the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons.

TOWARDS CONVENTIONAL
ARMS CONTROL

For fifty years the efforts of the
international community in the field
of disarmament have been primarily
aimed at promoting nuclear
disarmament and the prohibition of
other means of mass destruction.
Such emphasis has been justified,
because the future of mankind was
long jeopardised especially by these
very weapons. That task remains
unfinished, and further efforts are
needed to enhance nuclear
disarmament by all means, the
ratification and implementation of
the convention prohibiting chemical
weapons as well as further measures
to effectively abolish biological
weapons everywhere.

However, it is becoming more
imperative than ever to take
measures to cut down the so-called
conventional weapons as well. These
are the weapons with which most
present wars are being waged, they
constitute the arsenal of most armies
and they assume the greatest share
of global military expenditures.

In fact, the concept of
conventional weapons has long been
misleading, because many weapons
of this category can result in
destruction comparable to that
caused by weapons of mass
destruction.

The Treaty on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe (CFE), as the
most far-reaching treaty on major
conventional weapons, is an
encouraging example in many
respects. While it was negotiated in
the final phases of the Cold War in
Europe, it still shows how favourable

political conditions and arms-
readiness of all parties to the treaty
to adapt its stipulations to the
realities of the post-Cold-War world
makes it relevant also for today’s
world. The Socialist International
demands the strict implementation
of the treaty. We emphasise the
necessity of reducing the number of
forces and arms also in regions
where they seem to have temporarily
increased, and encourage all parties
to explore ways for further
reductions of major conventional
weapons. It would seem useful for
OSCE to open a revision process
where all states concerned could
participate.

Another positive development in
recent years has been the increased
openness and transparency in arms
transfers. The UN Register on
Conventional Arms is a most
valuable instrument in this respect
and should be further developed.
Openness in issues dealing with
arms transfers is a necessary
ingredient in confidence-building,
which again is a necessity for any
Ppeace process.

As a consequence of the end of
the Cold War and the solution of
many long-standing regional
conflicts, the volume o
international arms trade has notably
decreased. This positive development
can be further supported by
unilateral restraint, by agreements
between major arms suppliers as well
as by cooperation of arms importers
at regional level.

Recently, more attention -
particularly at the regional level,
especially in Africa - has been paid to
so-called micro-disarmament, i.e.
measures taken to destroy small arms
piled in certain conflict areas. Such
an approach can be of considerable
help in the solution of regional
conflicts, and should therefore be
further developed by the UN in
cooperation with regional
organisations.

A balanced and effective solution
must be found to the indiscriminate
use of landmines which cause
injuries and loss of human life to the
civilian population.

As conventional weapons take the
greatest share of global military
expenditures, their reduction is a key
factor in bringing them down, closer
to the goal established in the UN
Charter of maintaining peace and
international security “with the least
diversion for armaments of the
world’s human and economic
resources”. While the transition from
the Cold-War expenditure levels
towards that legitimate goal implies
major conversion at all levels, the
Socialist International encourages all
states to reaffirm their commitment

to that goal. Conversion at global,
national and societal levels will
release huge resources to
constructive purposes both in
developing countries and
industrialised countries.

THE ROLE OF THE SOCIALIST
INTERNATIONAL IN
CONFLICT-PREVENTION

As preventive action in the post-
Cold-War period is becoming more
important, there is an increasing role
not only for preventive diplomacy
but also for non-governmental
organisations.

The Socialist International has a
valuable record of dialogue between
major powers as well as other
conflict partners, and in new - more
favourable - conditions, its role in
conflict-prevention should be further
explored.

From this point of view, it is
recommended by the Socialist
International that the member
parties make a common effort in the
tields of conflict-prevention, risk-
analysis and mediation.

1. The role of the parties in conflict-
prevention

1.1 Security today requires a global
approach to the problems; in
conflict-prevention the political,
economic and social dimensions of
the crises must be taken into
account. Respect for human rights
and democratic rules in a perspective
of development facilitate conflict-
prevention. SI member parties are
called upon to work for an efficient
prevention of conflicts.

1.2 The parties have a sensitising
and educating role vis-a-vis public
opinion. ThE method of preventive
diplomacy requires that the peoples
concerned and international public
opinion are involved. Today, all
armed conflicts touch civilian
populations, which are the principal
victims of modern wars. Preventive
action can only be used in a political
climate which is convinced of its
necessity and of the promotion of a
culture of peace, which must be the
main objective of the SI member
parties.

1.3 In government or in
ogposition, our parties have the
obligation to join their efforts in
international as well as regional
organisations. Under their influence,
states can prefer a policy of
prevention, taking in the long-term
action which prevents crises
beforehand or prevents them from
reappearing.



2. The role of the Socialist
International in analysing risks of
conflicts

2.1 The International, with its
regional and specialised committees,
could be used for centralised efforts
and the exchange of information.
The SIPSAD and regional
committees could deal with these
issues more flexibly and faster than
international organisations.
2.2 Following the example of the
European Parliament conflict-
prevention centre, regional expertise
in conflict-prevention could be
organised.Their main task could be
to work out crisis indicators (social
tensions,economic hardships,
disintegration of state structures) and
to analyse their different forms.
2.3 Thus the SI should be
prepared to give an early warning
and pass it on to competent
international organisations.

3. The role of Socialist International
member parties in mediation

3.1 S§I parties should be able to
avoid accusations of interfering in
the internal affairs of a state. Support
given beforehand can provide the
concerned parties more efficient
means to act in their own country.
3.2 Diplomacy can advance when
disputes are studied and regulated
through political dialogue, which
channels tensions and helps the
parties to find peaceful solutions
together.

3.3. Thus, mediation which brings
about a rapprochement of the parties
to the conflict can become a central
task of the Council.

In particular, our parties can help
preventive efforts to be successful
thanks to their knowledge of the
local situations and their capacity to
set up a mission of good offices in a
relatively short time.

Thanks to this ‘citizens’
diplomacy’, discretion and
confidentiality - necessary
conditions for preventive diploma
- have a better chance to be fulfill
and a compromise is easier to reach
between the parties concerned. .

The originality of the SI Statutes
allows it to find its place in
preventive diplomacy. Its role must
be seen as parallel and
complementary to the activities of
international organisations.

It provides a forum for political
dialogue and an opportunity for
informal meetings which are
indispensable if a rapprochement is
sought.




A HUMAN RIGHTS AGENDA FOR THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

INTRODUCTION

No other period in human history has
been so stron%iy linked to the quest
for human rights as the 20th century.
It will stand out as the century of
human rights as well as the century of
the most abject denials of these rights
and freedoms.

At the end of this century it is
therefore necessary and legitimate to
draw the lessons of one hundred years
of human progress, and of human
failure, in one of the most noble
objectives of political endeavour: to

rovide to the men, women and
children of this planet an equal degree
of human rights and freedoms as
expressed in so many instruments and
declarations and found wanting in so
many dramatic and tragic failures and
shortcomings.

More than at any time in the past,
human rights have mobilised not only
academics and specialists, government
experts and lawyers but also large
numbers of ordinary people who have
organised, in a now huge field of
NGOs, what is today the vast
international human rights
movement. Moreover, human rights
concerns today have also created a
vast number of institutions and
occupy the workings of many national
and international organisations,
beginning with the United Nations.

While periodically pushed to lower
rank on the international agenda and
from the minds of international
decision-makers, while constantly
discriminated against in favour of
more worldly and also material
concerns of states and governments -
not least in favour of economic
advantage - human rights are here to
stay, moving higher and higher in
world political concerns, not least
thanks to a new degree of
international awareness in a global
information society that leaves few
spots in the international arena
unexplored.

But there is no doubt that despite
this dramatic advance in
consciousness and awareness, in
sensitivity and concern, the overall
balance sheet in the promotion and
defense of human rights and
fundamental freedoms worldwide
remains bleak.

While human ingenuity and
technical progress have been
successful in many instances in
fighting the evils haunting mankind -
such as illnesses and ignorance or the
risks of unforeseen disaster - it would

"be hard to sa};);hat human rights

abuses could be definitively
eradicated. In particular, there remains
a major contradiction between the
norms adopted internationally and
the practices tolerated at the national
level.

This fact is amply documented by
the growin% volume of reports issued
by national and international
authorities, governments,
international organisations and major
international human rights NGOs,
such as Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch, or the
International Commission of Jurists. It
thus appears imperative to draw up,
after the experience of decades past
and present, a new human rights
agenda for the 21st century.

This agenda must build on the
challenges and threats of the past as
analysed and identified by a host of
international conferences and
meetings, not least the 1993 Vienna
International Human Rights
Conference and some other UN mega-
events such as the Copenhagen, Cairo,
Beijing, and Istanbul Conferences on
Social Affairs, Population, Women and
Human Settlements.

The following analysis and
proposals will not depart from the
now universally accepted view of
human rights and fundamental
freedoms, namely their indivisibility
and interdependence, without
privileging any category or generation
of human rights: civil, cultural,
economic, political or social.

On the basis of past experience and
current trends it will endeavour to
establish the elements of a human
rights agenda for the 21st century that
should build on the idea of a universal
set of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. 1t will include a
considerable body of human rights
concerns that dominated the 20th
century and that will remain relevant
in coming decades.

A human rights agenda for the 21st
century, while not fundamentally
different from the current one as far as
the human rights content is
concerned, should however also be
bolder and more ambitious. It should
be aimed towards a much higher level
of awareness and preparedness in their
defense, introducing new systems of
much refined and safer procedures,
thus creating a new and
unprecedented degree of human rights
security.

A new universal human rights order:
general principles

Any new universal human rights
order, as indeed past efforts to create
such an order amply demonstrate,
must be based on a number of general
principles to be universally acceptable
and accepted.

Universality

Human rights standards, although
rooted in many cultures, are universal.
Through their universality human
rights must afford protection to all of
humanity, including special groups
such as women, children, minorities
and indigenous peoples, workers,
national minorities, refugees and
displaced persons, the disabled and
the elderly. Whilst recognising cultural
pluralism, we must not tolerate
cultural practices which derogate from
universally accepted human rights,
including women's rights.

As human rights are of universal
concern and are universal in value,
the advocacy of human rights cannot
be considered to be an encroachment
upon national sovereignty.

Indivisibility and interdependence

Human rights - be they civil, cultural,
economic, political or social rights -
are individual and interdependent. For
that reason, neither set of rights can
be accorded priority over the other.
Nor can it be argued that one set of
rights is, in practice, a prerequisite for
the enjoyment of others. Such
arguments are without legal or
empirical foundation but can easily
destroy the basis on which to build an
international human rights consensus.

Human rights, however, are
interdependent, as can be exemplified
by the fact that economic rights
demand a fair distribution of resources
and income, and the right to freedom
from hunger and poverty. These can
only be protected where people are
able to exercise their civil and political
rights, for example, the right o
workers to organise and form unions
to protect their economic rights.
Poverty arises from wrong
development in the face of systematic
denial of human rights.

There must be a holistic and
integrated approach to human rights.
Once set, those rights cannot be used
to bargain for others.
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Solidarity

The North-South dimension of the
human rights agenda is of
fundamental importance. Solidarity as
understood in the Declaration on the
Right to Development is 'solidarity
between industrialised countries and
their developing partners and
solidarity in every country with the
most disadvantaged'. The right to
development is universal and
inalienable.

In the year 2000 and beyond, four
fifths of the people of the world will
be living in the developing countries,
the number in absolute poverty and
despair will still be growing.

Solidarity with the people of all
countries requires a community of
interests and values to manage

roblems that respect no borders -
rom environmental degradation and
migration, to drugs and epidemic
diseases. All people are made less
secure by the poverty and misery that
exist in the world. Development
matters: properly applied in propitious
environments, aid works.

The international community
needs to sustain and increase the
volume of official development
assistance in order to reverse the
growing marginalisation of the poor
and achieve progress toward realistic
goals of human development.

A global development partnership
should work to achieve early in the
next century:

* a massive reduction in the
proportion of people living in extreme
poverty;

¢ universal primary education in all
countries;

+ gender equality,

e access through primary health care
systems to reproductive health
services for all individuals of
appropriate age.

Development policies should also
ensure that current trends in the loss
of environmental resources are
effectively reversed at both global and
national levels.

The success or failure of poor
people and poor countries in making
their way in an interdependent world
will have a profound influence in
shaping the 21st century and the

lace that human rights and
fundamental freedoms will occupy in
it.

Integration

Human rights activities should not be
treated or pursued in isolation but
should be integrated into other
activities, such as development
cooperation, peace-keeping and other
forms of conflict settlement. Careful
distinction should be made however,
between authentic human rights fact-
finding and monitoring on the one

hand, and advisory services or
technical cooperation on the other.
The differences between the two types
of activity are fundamental and the
distinction must be retained. Similarly,
while peace-keeping, the exercise of
'good offices' functions and
conciliation efforts are of major
importance, and should as far as
possible reflect integrated human
rights components, they cannot be
seen as substitutes for human rights
monitoring, nor will it be appropriate
in many instances to combine
responsibility for the different
functions in the same entity. Rather,
in many situations, human rights
monitors are needed to scrutinise the
promotion of human rights and other
activities of technical advisers, peace-
keepers and others, rather than being
replaced by them.

THE BUILDING BLOCKS FOR
THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS

Democracy, freedom of thought and
expression:

Democracy

Democracy is more than a legalistic or
formal process. Democracy is more
than the ritual casting of a ballot at
multi-party elections. True democracy
involves participatory democracy by
the people at all levels so that they
have a voice in the discussions and
decisions by which they are governed.
But democracy must not only govern
the political process, but should
pervade all spheres of society,
including economic and social life. It
is also a dynamic concept that needs
constant development and movement
towards ever stronger foundations.

It must be realised in the form of
people’s empowerment and
participation at the grassroots and
other levels with responsive and
accountable processes and institutions
both locally and nationally. It
demands good governance, freedom
from corruption, and accountability of
state and other authorities to the
people. It involves the protection and
participation of those groups which
are not in the majority, namely
minorities and disempowered groups.
It is intertwined with the issue of land
and social justice for rural people and
other disadvantaged grc-ulps.

Democracy is a way of life: in the
home, in the workplace, in the local
community and beyond. It must be
fostered and guaranteed in all
countries.

Democracy, development and good

governance

Democracy and development are
linked in fundamental ways. They are
linked because democracy provides
the only lang};term basis for managing
competing ethnic, religious, and
cultural interests in a way that
minimises the risk of violent internal
conflict. They are linked because
democracy is inherently attached to
the question of governance, which has
an impact on all aspects of
development efforts. They are linked
because democracy is a fundamental
human right, the advancement of
which is itself an important measure
of development.

Therefore, to an increasing degree
the problem of the form of
government in the members of the
international community, the nation
states, has become part of the
international political agenda. In
particular, progress towards a universal
democratic order and good
governance is more and more seen -
not least in the words and philosophy
of Boutros-Ghali’s “Agenda for Peace’
- as the ultimate goal of all
international efforts of peace-making
and peace-building.

Holding elections is only one
element in democratisation. Member
states have sought and received
United Nations assistance in
facilitating decolonisation, thereby
implementing the right to self-
determination in designing procedures
to smooth and facilitate transitions to
democracy and in building democratic
alternatives to conflict. United
Nations support has also been
provided for activities such as drafting
constitutions, instituting
administrative and financial reforms,
strengthening domestic human rights
laws, enhancing judicial structures,
training human rights officials and
helping armed opposition movements
transform themselves into
democratically competitive political
parties.

While democracy is not the only
means by which improved governance
can be achieved, it is the only reliable
one. By providing for greater popular

articipation, democracy increases the
ikelihood that national development
goals will reflect broad societal
aspirations and priorities. By
providing appropriate mechanisms
and channels for governmental
succession, democracy provides
incentives to protect the capacity,
reliability and integrity of core state
institutions, including the civil
service, the legal system and the
democratic process itself. By
establishing the political legitimacy of
governments, democracy strengthens
their capacity to carry out their
policies and functions efficiently and




effectively. By making governments
accountai;le to citizens, democracy
makes particular governments more
responsive to popular concerns and
provides added incentives for
transparency in decision-making.

Sustaining democracy and
development within states is closely
linked to expanding democracy in
relations among states and at all levels
of the international system.

Democracy in international relations
provides the only basis for building
mutual support and respect among
nations. Without true democracy in
international relations, peace will not
endure, and a satisfactory pace for
development cannot be assured.

Democracy within the family of
nations is a principle that is integral
to the system of international
relations envisaged in the Charter of
the United Nations. It is a principle
that means affording to all states,
large and small, the fullest
opportunity to consult and to
participate. It means the application
of democratic principles within the
United Nations and other
international organisations, global or
regional, themselves.

Democracy in international
relations also means respect for
democratic principles in interactions
taking place outside the United
Nations and the modern system of
international organisations. It means
bilateral discussions instead of
bilateral threats. It means consultation
and coordination in addressing
problems of mutual concern. It means
cooperation for development.

Self-determination

The right to self-determination is well
established in international human
rights instruments and international
law. However, it is well understood
that self-determination does not
necessarily imply secession or
statehood. Pluralistic political
structures,- permitting greater
autonomy to distinct groups, may
often be a better way in which self-
determination can be realised.

What is essential is that all peoples
have the right to cultural, political,
social and religious self-expression,
taking into consideration also
Resolution 1514 of the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

In that regard, the United Nations
seems best suited to create a specific
body to consider the issue of self-
determination and to produce criteria
by which claims to self-determination
can be judged according to objective,
universally acceptable standards.

Freedom of expression and thought

Freedom of expression and thought,
necessarily interrelated with the call

for civil and political rights as well as
with democracy, is severely
constrained in many countries. In
many parts of the world there are no
media independent from governments
or powerful economic monopolies.
People cannot express themselves
without fear. Journalists and also
ordinary citizens are persecuted, jailed
and even killed because they express
their thoughts or write the truth.
Sometimes the truth is suppressed
by economic lobbies and cartels -
including the evil power of drug
barons - but more often than not the
pretext for curbing freedom of
expression is national security or a
gresumed system of 'law and order'.
his is mostly a facade for
authoritarianism and for the
elimination of democratic aspirations.

Militarisation

There is a growing concern over the
increasing militarisation of many
countries and the diversion of
resources for this purpose.
Militarisation has led to the
destruction of civil society,
undermined the right to self-
determination, and denied the people
the right to liberate themselves and to
be free from fear. At times,
militarisation has taken the guise of
civilian groups, such as vigilantes.

It has particularly harmed
indigenous peoples and national
minorities and has resulted in forced
migration. It is interrelated with
violence against women, such as
sexual slavery, rape and other crimes
committed in armed conflicts. It has
particularly harmed children. They
suffer from physical health problems,
emotional disorders and social
maladjustments due to traumatic
events such as arrest and torture,
evacuation, massacres, disappearances,
and other forms of human rights
violations.

To deal with this problem
effectively, richer countries should
exercise particular responsibility and
restraint in relation to the export of
arms. Regional and international
codes of conduct should govern the
export, import and transfer of arms.
Such codes of conduct should prohibit
the export, import and transfer of
arms to regimes that would use them
for purposes of repression.

Rule of law

The rule of law must be based on the
existence of an independent judicial
system, providing justice and non-
iscriminatory treatment for all
citizens. Trials need to be in public
and people’s rights need to be clearly
stated as well as the means of redress
if they are undermined. In many
countries the continuing existence of

torture and inhuman and degrading
treatment gives rise to increasing
concern. These practices must be
eradicated.

In many countries, suspects are
tortured by law-enforcement
personnel in order to extract
confessions. This inhuman practice is
officially encouraged by some
authorities as a cheap and convenient
method of crime control. These so-
called confessions are used as evidence
in court cases.

The action needed to counter such
practices needs to be both preventive
and curative. The latter implies
prosecution of those responsible, as
well as rehabilitation assistance for
torture victims.

Abolition of the death penalty

One of the most fundamental
amongst human rights is every
individual's right to life. Universal
abolition of the death penalty
therefore contributes to the
enhancement of human dignir?r and
the progressive development o

human rights. No one should
therefore be condemned to such a
penalty or executed. States should, in
accordance with universal or regional
human rights instruments, abolish the
death penalty and no state that has
already done so should reinstate it.
When deprivation of life forms part of
the crime of genocide, the provisions
of the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide shall fully apply.

Racism, racial discrimination,
antisemitism, xenophobia and ethnic
violence

Racial discrimination is now
understood as any distinction,
exclusion, restriction or preference
based on race, colour, descent, or
national or ethnic origin which has
the purpose or effect of nullifying or
impairing the recognition, enjoyment
or exercise, on an equal footing, of
human rights and fundamenta
freedoms in the political, economic,
social, cultural or any other field of
public life'. Racial discrimination,
particularly in its vicious
manifestations, is a matter of criminal
behaviour and should be dealt with
accordingly in terms of legal action.
At the same time, the term 'racism’
indicates a state of mind which is
regrettably too common to be called
an aberration, but which reveals a
perversion and sickness of the mind.
As the UNESCO Declaration on Race
and Racial Prejudice states: “racism
hinders the development of its
victims, perverts those who practise it,
divides nations internally, impedes
international cooperation and gives
rise to political tension between



peoples”. The struggle against racism,
racial discrimination and antisemitism
requires a broad strategy of action,
ranging from legal and political
measures, including measures of
conflict-resolution and confidence-
building, to policies in the fields of
teaching, education, culture and
information. Victims of racial
discrimination are entitled,
individually and collectively, to
effective measures of protection as
well as to remedies and, as the case
may be, to affirmative action in the
economic, social and political fields in
order to repair and to make up for the
adverse and often degrading and
disgraceful situations in which they
find themselves.

Minority rights

The most frequent victims of racism,
xenophobia and ethnic violence are
minorities, whose rights need
particular protection, especially in the
development process.

Minorities are characterised as
representing a smaller portion of the
population, having non-dominant
status and in some respect differing
from the total population: there are
national, ethnic, cultural, linguistic,
religious minorities and international
minorities (such as the Sinti and the
Roma). They can either be scattered or
live relativefy close together in one
region.

Amongst minority groups, there is
a higher proportion of the rural poor,
urban migrants and in particular,
women and children who are often
doubly vulnerable.

Intolerance towards minorities and
refusal of the right to be different are
also apparent today in the
proliferation and violent behaviour of
fundamental religious movements and
?olitical extremists. Therefore respect

or religious and philosophical
freedom must be guaranteed. This
objective can be promoted through
cultural exchanges and learning about
people of different origins, particularly
through youth exchange programmes
and the teaching of different religions
and philosophies in public and private
schools.

The broadening and deepening of
the democratisation process is crucial
for minority rights, minority
participation and stable development.
This will imply greater transparency
and dialogue regarding this delicate
issue. Minority rights are to be
developed also by means of new
international legislation. Sufficient
effective rules of international law
have to be created to give individuals
the right to claim their rights as
members of a minority.

An important instrument to
promote the rights of minorities
should be the participation of

minorities through a truly effective
democratisation process. There should
also be funding for support to civil
society, including NGOs' action
research projects, information and
education programmes on inter-racial
justice and projects that empower
vulnerable minority communities.

Indigenous peaple

The world is home to many
indigenous peoples. A basic issue
among these indigenous peoples is the
fact that many are not recognised as
indigenous by governments and as
such are denied the right to self-
determination.

The{ are denied their specific
cultural identity and entitlement to
protection under relevant
international human rights
instruments. They are victims of the
ethnocide and genocide perpetrated
by certain governments - whether
from the North, the South or together
- international financial institutions
and transnational corporations.
International legal instruments
presently available are weak in
ensuring collective human rights
protection.

In many parts of the world their
right to land and other rights are not
respected. Among the-consequences
are the expropriation and despoilation
of their lands, armed conflicts and
displacement as refugees. This has
been accompanied by persecution and
suppression by force. On another
front, tourism has at times led to the
degradation of indi%enous lifestyles
through commercial exploitation.

The activities of the United
Nations aimed at resolving the
problems of indigenous peoples
should be stronger and the efforts to
elaborate a draft declaration on the
rights of indigenous people should be
expedited.

Refugees and displaced persons

The problem of refugees and displaced
persons is widespread and growing: it
is becoming a permanent
phenomenon. It is intermingled with
political repression, armed conflicts,
ethnic discord, and natural disasters.

Inadequate attention is paid to
their plight. Their position is
compounded by the lack of effective
national and international machinery
to ensure their protection and
assistance.

The safety of refugees and
displaced persons is often jeopardised
by restrictive state policies and
discrimination. The basic right of
refugees not to be pushed back to the
frontiers of danger is violated on
many occasions. The procedures
established to determine refugee status
are often defective, and voluntary

repatriation to the country of origin is
not always guaranteed. The human
rights of refugees and displaced
persons, including freedom of
expressior, are violated in the name
of restrictive national policies.

Few countries have acceded to the
relevant refugee instruments. This
displays a reticence to recognise
international human rights standards
and to render the situation more
transparent internationally.

The rights granted in the Geneva
Convention should be carefully
observed by the international
community and a set of additional
ri§hts should be adopted in the light
of recent experience, including 'de
facto refugees', persons who are
displaced %Jecause of civil wars, ethnic
persecution and natural disasters.

Measures are also required to
ensure fundamental rights for the
increasing number of migrants and
their families, who face long periods
of their lives as "guest citizens" in a
foreign country.

Children’s rights

A variety of abuses and exploitation of
children persist. These include child
labour, children in bondage and
sexual slavery, child prostitution, sale
and trafficking of children, children in
armed conflict situations, children in
prison, children in situations of
poverty and other deprivations, and
child abuse in families compounded
by family break-up and breakdown.
Basic needs, such as physical and
mental health, nutrition, education,
shelter, and participation are often
unsatisfied. The advent of AIDS has
increased the plight of children;
discrimination is increasing both
against children with AIDS and
orphans of AIDS-affected families.

Children’s rights are endangered in
a wide variety of situations. At a very
early age, they are exposed to violence
in many forms by governments -

overty, malnutrition, disease, and
ack of education which stultify their
growth and deprive them of their
childhood.

The scenario is much linked with
discrimination against the girl child,
militarisation, and the distorted
development process. Although many
countries have now acceded to the
International Convention on the
Rights of the Child, implementation
remains weak, with much lip service
rather than effective action to protect
children and to assist their families.

The human rights of women

Women continue to be discriminated
against all over the world as regards
the recognition, enjoyment and
exercise of their individual rights in
public and in private life and they are




subject to many different forms of
viol’enoe‘ Violations of women'’s
human rights should be combatted
with greater efficiency in the
promotion and protection of human
rights.

The prohibition of discrimination
on the basis of gender is a part of all
human rights instruments.
Underdevelopment, certain social and
traditional practices and cultural
patterns, and all forms of violence and
extremism create obstacles to the full
realisation by women of all their
rights. Human rights are universal and
should apply to women and men
equally. Violations of the human
rights of women have not been fully
dealt with by the overall mechanisms
of human rights instruments, the
avenues for redress in the case of
violations are not adequate and the
Rarocess of achieving de facto equality

s been slow.

In spite of the ratification of
international and regional human
rights instruments, states still
maintain laws and practices which
discriminate against women. Selective
traditions and customs are used by
states to perpetuate discrimination
against women and to condone it in
the private sphere, contrary to
obligations freely assumed by states
and to the expectations of the
international community. This is
particularly true in the field of access
to land and other economic resources,
legal status and capacity, and rights
within the family.

The issue of women'’s rights has
not been visible in the human rights
discourse in human rights institutions
and practices. Patriarchy, which
operates through gender, class, caste
and ethnicity, is integral to the
problems facing women. Patriarchy
must be eradicated. Women’s rights
must be addressed both in the public
and private spheres of society, in
particular in the family. To provide
women with a life of c{ignity and self-
determination, it is important that
women have inalienable, equal
economic rights (e.g. rights to
agricultural land, housing and other
resources and property). It is
imperative for governments and the
United Nations to guarantee these
rights. Crimes against women,
including rape, sexual slavery and
trafficking, and domestic violence are
rampant. Crimes against women are
crimes against humanity, and the
failure o% governments to prosecute
those responsible for such crimes
implies complicity.

Indigenous women experience the
impact of colonialism and racism as
well as sexism. Women who come
from countries which were colonised
by western powers also experience the
continuing effects of colonisation
when living in the West, as well as

discrimination and exploitation based
on their sex. In general, western
women experience systematic
discrimination in employment and
education, in the justice system, in
Eolitical life, and in access to adequate

ealth care. Violence against women
is of epidemic proportions. Also,
despite living in so-called developed
countries, many women are poor, and
both they and their children suffer the
complex and damaging effects of
poverty on their health, education
and self-respect. In western societies
women are subordinate to men in
both the public and private spheres.
They have less power, less status, less
income, less security, and less control
over their bodies and their lives.

In all regions it has been found
that the United Nations and
governments have, by and large, failed
to promote and protect women'’s
human rights, whether civil and
political or economic, social and
cultural. Women's subordination
throughout the world should be
recognised as a human rights violation
with due account to those structures
of oppression that interesect with and
compound such subordination.

Lesbian, gay and bisexual human
rights

Lesbians, gay men and bisexuals
experience abuses of their human
rights on a daily basis. They continue
to be unequal to heterosexuals in law.
Homophobia contributes to the
violation of human rights and is a
matter of criminal behaviour and
should be dealt with accordingly in
terms of legal action.

Lesbians, gay men and bisexuals do
not currently enjoy, the same freedoms
and treatment before the law as
heterosexuals. For example,
discrimination at work on the grounds
of sexuality is lawful in most countries
(unlike discrimination on the grounds
of gender and race) and same-sex
relationships are not afforded the
same legal recognition as opposite-sex
relationships in most countries. The
struggle against homophobia and
sexual discrimination requires a broad
strategy of action, ranging from legal
and political measures to policies in
the fields of teaching, education,
culture and information. Lesbians, gay
men and bisexuals are entitled to the
same human rights as heterosexuals.
Those rights must be enshrined in law
through the enactment of legislation
to ensure equal treatment, regardless
of sexuality, in all areas of political,
social and economic life.

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY: THE
NEGATIVE BALANCE SHEET

To sum up one might register as most
important the following concerns
regarding human rights violations:

- failure to adopt international
human rights instruments (as well as
too many 'reservations' upon
accession) and refusal to implement
them at national and local levels;

- lack of regional and national
intergovernmental mechanisms to
protect human rights in an
independent and accessible manner:

- lack of access to information to
empower people to protect their
human rights; discrimination and
national oppression of minorities and
indigenous peoples, and inadequate
protection of tribal peoples;

- governmental action undermining
the universality and indivisibility of
human rights;

- lawlessness on the part of
governmental authorities;

- proliferation of armed conflicts
enmeshed in ethnic discord, with
threats to civilians;

- political repression by means of
killings, disappearances, torture,
particularly of political prisoners, and
suppression of civil and political
rights, including self-determination,
freedom of expression and assembly;
- harassment of persons, including
health and church workers

carrying out their humanitarian
functions;

- attacks on the rights of workers,
particularly migrant workers;

- threats to agrarian and rural
communities;

- increasing number of threats to
refugees and displaced persons,
particularly through lack of fair and
effective refugee screening procedures,
violations of their human rights, and
menace to their right to seek asylum
and safety;

- impunity of those who commit
human rights violations;

- religious intolerance mixed with
extremism, and other forms of
discrimination on the basis of religion;
- numerous constraints imposed
upon the mass media;

- non-recognition of and continuing
violations of women’s rights, due to
patriarchy, including economic rights
and the inadequacy of processes to
enhance the empowerment of women
and gender equality;

- widespread sexual exploitation,;

- discrimination against and
oppression of sexual minorities
(i.e.lesbians, gay men and bisexuals);
- breaches of children’s rights due to
economic needs, socio-cultural
constraints, criminality, consumerism,
discrimination and militarisation;

- insufficient protection of the



disabled, whether physical or mentally
impaired;

- lack of services and assistance for
the elderly; - escalation of AIDS and
related exploitation;

- violation of the right to health,
and underdeveloped health care
systems, characterised by unequal
distribution and inaccessibility of
resources to the poor majority;

- denial of health services to
survivors of human rights violation;
- increasing environmental
degradation and depletion of natural
TESOUICES;

ELEMENTS FOR A HUMAN
RIGHTS AGENDA FOR THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

In 1948, when the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was
adopted as a 'common standard of
achievement for all peoples and all
nations', the standards it contained
were said by virtually all governments
not to be legally binding upon them.
At that time, no specific human rights
violations, apart from genocide, were
effectively proscribed. Virtually all
states shielded behind article 2(7) of
the UN Charter in arguing that any
other human rights matter was strictly
an internal affair for the state
concerned. While a UN Commission
on Human Rights was set up, its work
was dominated entirely by
governments, with independent
experts being accorded no role
whatsoever, and NGOs being restricted
in formal terms, to stiff ad hoc
appearances. The Commission'’s
mandate was largely confined, in
practice, to the drafting of new
treaties and other legal instruments.
Today, however, less than fifty years
after the adoption of the UN Charter,
very significant progress has been
made. The standards contained in the
Universal Declaration are, in practice,
applicable to every state, whatever its
formal attitude to their legal status.
The view that human rights violations
are essentially domestic rights matters,
while still put forward in an almost
ritual manner from time to time,
receives very little credence from the
international community. The
Universal Declaration has been
supplemented by a vast array of
international standards, the most
important of which are the six 'core'
human rights treaties. In addition to
the six expert treaty bodies created by
the UN to supervise the compliance of
states parties with their obligations
under those treaties, regional human
rights conventions and implementing
machinery have been set up in
Europe, the Americas, and Africa. The
UN has also created a complex array
of other, additional monitoring

mechanisms.

In brief, the international human
rights system has developed to an
extent that would have been
considered inconceivable by the vast
majority of observers in 1945. Even at
the time of the first World Conference
on Human Rights, not a single treaty
monitoring body was in existence,
there were virtually no procedures for
the investigation of violations, and
states were simply not held
accountable, except when egregious
violations coincided with the short-
term political interest of geopolitical
blocs. In the space of the last twenty-
five years the United Nations system
has made immense progress. Of
course, it is by no means sufficient
and enormous inadequacies remain.

They include such facts as:

- many serious situations have been
neglected by UN bodies, either
completely or for many years;

- the techniques available to them
and country rapporteurs to
encourage or compel an end to
specific violations are extremely
limited, and the procedures that have
been developed leave much to be
desired;

- the follow-up measures that
accompany these procedures are too
often ineffectual and many of the
governments targeted have
succeeded in ignoring them, or made
only token gestures in response;

- the UN system, broadly defined,
continues to isolate human rights
concerns within a narrow range of its
activities, despite some recent
breakthroughs;

- in relation to certain issues very
little progress has been made; they
include most notably economic, social
and cultural rights, minority rights,
and women rights; and

- the financial and human resources
available to carry out the various UN
mandates are lamentably inadequate.

But, despite the many
shortcomings of UN human rights
endeavours, there are grounds for
optimism. International public
opinion and the work of international
and domestic NGOs can make an
enormous difference to the positions
taken by governments and can create
conditions in which international
organisations are able to become more
effective.

In order to further promote the
cause of human rights and
fundamental freedoms a call should
be made to all the component parts of
the present international system,
international organisations,
governments, NGOs and civil society
as such to give priority attention to
the following general and specific
recommendations.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

- Promote and protect the
universality and indivisibility of
human rights by:

* recognising and guaranteeing the
interrelationship between human
rights, development and democracy,
as propounded by this NGO
declaration;

o aranteeing the rights of
collectivities, such as
minorities,indigenous peoples and the
unorganised sectors of labour as well
as individual rights;

¢ eliminating the root causes of
human rights violations - civil,
cultural, economic, political, and
social.

- Human rights and fundamental
freedoms are indivisible and
interdependent, equal attention and
urgent consideration should be given
to the implementation, promotion
and protection of economic, social
and cultural rights as well as civil and
political rights.

- Review and reform of laws, policies
and practices which are detrimental to
the full realisation of the civil,
political, economic, social and cultural
rights of their people.

- Ensure that develo%ment strategies
are sustainable, equitable, people-
based, and in a balance with the
natural environment, with the aim of
assuring equity and enhancing the
freedoms and the dignity of all
women and men.

- Develop guidelines for assessing
the human rights impacts of the
policies, actions and omissions of the
Bretton Woods institutions and to
establish appropriate mechanisms of
accountability.

- Counter socio-cultural practices
and extremism which constrain
human rights, particularly women's
rights, and in particular to reform
laws, policies and religious and
cultural practices that tend to deny
women's independent existence and
to take measures, such as community
mobilisation, mass education and
long-term development, to initiate
and enhance the process of
empowerment and equality.

- Lift - wherever they exist -
constraints on political rights imposed
under pretext of national security and
law and order, by repealing repressive
laws, ending arbitrary arrests, and
releasing all political
prisoners,liberalise political systems so
as to democratise the decision-making
process, guarantee people’s
participation at all levels of
government,and abide by good
governance.

- Address the root causes of armed
conflicts.

- Reduce arms purchases and re-
allocate arms expenditure to




development needs; no arms exports
to countries that violate human rights.
- Ensure that human rights have the
first call on state resources, by
reducing arms purchases and diverting
the fungs from militarisation to
human rights promotion and
protection, and by re-allocating from
other sources.
- Stop the sale of certain weapons
and security know-how to milita
and police forces that would use them
for repressive purposes. In particular
education about interrogation
techniques which include torture
should be outlawed.
- Respect the work of human rights
activists/defenders and social and legal
movements, including non-
ﬁovemmental organisations; cease
arassment, intimidation and other
malpractices against this sector, and
facilitate, rather than obstruct, the
operations of these catalysts of social
change.
- Guarantee the independence of the
judiciary, while nurturing a
commitment to responsibility to the
people, providing adequate
remedies for human rights violations
through judicial and other
channels, including the availability of
legal aid and assistance, and to
counter the impunity of violators by
effective legal and other measures.
- Promote comprehensive human
rights education and training,
including an increase in the provision
of information, the development of
awareness and of skills. Participatory
learning methods will enrich the
process and contribute to the
ﬁromotion and protection of universal
uman rights standards by utilising
the cultural wealth of the region.
- Introduce or amend domestic
legislation.
- Ensure compliance with these
international obligations, in particular
with the standards of equality and
non-discrimination, and to resolve
conflicts between the customary laws
of a group of people and those of the
state in conformity with the
universality of human rights,
according priority to those which
conform to the spirit of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights.
- Ensure the l:urotection of the rights
of women, children, indigenous
peoples, national minorities, peasants
and workers and all marginalised
groups.
- Guarantee the freedom of religious
and philosophical expression.
- Abolish forced evictions to
guarantee the basic human right to a
place to live in peace and dignity,
today actively denied to millions
throughout the world.
- Develop human-rights-based
relocation guidelines, eviction-impact
statements and codes of conduct for
use in exceptional circumstances.

- Abolish the death penaity.

- Cease all forms of political
repression, including organised sexual
violence, torture, enforced or
involuntary disappearances,
extrajudicial executions, and arbitrary
detention.

- Ensure protection of the rights of
all victims of human rights violations,
particularly torture victims and
prisoners.

- Provide the basic needs of political
prisoners, torture victims, refugees and
displaced persons.

- Ensure the right to object to armed
military service.

- Provide compensation,
indemnification and total health
services, including rehabilitation to
survivors and families of victims of
organised violence sponsored and
sanctioned by the state, including
torture,sexual slavery (including
victims of the devadasi - slaves of god
- system), forced labour, involuntary
disappearances, summary executions,
police and military oppression,
political repression, unjust detention
and internal displacement.

- While welcoming new initiatives
by governments to set up regional
mechanisms for the protection and
promotion of human rights, to subject
such measures to the following
conditions:

o if a regional commission is set up,
it should be mandated to apply
without reservations the International
Bill of Human Rights, Convention on
the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Women, the
Convention against Torture, the
Declaration ofg the Right to
Development and other relevant
human rights instruments;

+ member states of any regional
commission must ratify or accede to
the above international instruments
prior to their membership;

e the right of individuals and NGOs
to petition the regional

commission must be guaranteed;

» such petitions or appeals should
not preclude concurrent appeals to the
various UN mechanisms for the
protection of human rights;

* no member of this regional
commission should concurrently hold
an official position in government,
and members should be appointed in
consultation with NGOs;

e there should be a regular reporting
system by states on their
implementation of human rights
standards domestically with NGO
participation in the drafting of the
reports;

¢ meetings of this regional
commission and its deliberations
should be generally open to the
public;

* no aspect of government operation
and no official should be immune
from scrutiny or investigation,

including the military and security
forces;

¢ the regional commission should
have full investigative powers;

e a separate body should be set up to
adjudicate complaints;

e member governments must be
required to disseminate information
on the regional commission and how
it operates.

- Adopt, following public
consultation, a gender-sensitive
national policy on human rights
education and training which
provides, among other things, for
specific programmes designed for
government officers and emFloyees,
and law enforcement officials. There
should be programmes - both formal
and informal - on human rights in the
curricula of all educational
institutions, for which governments
should be held primarily responsible,
and effective use of the mass media.
Particular  emphasis should be given
to programmes designed specifically
for  marginalised members of the
community. NGOs should be assisted
and encouraged to conduct human
rights education and training.

- School and college curricula should
involve teaching about different
religions and cultures. All must have
the same access to education,
including being educated within the
local community. All educational
institutions must have clear policies
on equal ogportunities, including how
to deal with racism and sexism.

- Education exchanges are needed to
reduce the lack of understanding of
other countries. Young people should
have the opportunity of experiencing
life in another country for part of
their education. Learning another
language should begin in elementary
or first school and continue for
everyone throughout their school life.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

Wider acceptance of international
instruments and procedures

The centrepieces of international
action to combat human rights
violations should continue to be the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights; the International
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination; the
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against
Women; the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; and the
Convention against Torture and other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.

States which still have not done so
should be encouraged to become
parties to the conventions. All states
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rties to the conventions should also

encouraged to make declarations
on individual petitions. The existence
of individual petitions procedure and
its potentials as an international
recourse for victims should be duly
publicised. All states should also be
encouraged to become parties to the
International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Member of their Families
as a matter of priority, in view of its
possible early entry into force.

International standard-setting

Many important human rights
instruments have been internationally
agreed l‘lépon but the work on
standard-setting must continue. There
is a special need for instruments to
improve the protection of individuals
and organisations working actively for
the defence of human rights, an
international ban on capital
punishment, and for the protection of
refugees - not least in relation to those
who have fled from war situations or
are displaced within their own
countries. There is a need for further
international agreements to combat
terrorism, both by private groups and
by states.

In armed conflicts people have
little or no protection. Children are
particularly victimised in modern
wars. Some are recruited as child
soldiers; others suffer from
indiscriminate attacks since weapons
and military tactics are used which do
not spare children or other innocent
civilians. Humanitarian law needs
strengthening on these points, and
such improvements must be
combined with a dramatically
increased vigilance for the
implementation of agreed standards.

The Convention on the Rights of
the Child should be followed up by
more precise standards for the
protection of children in specially
difficult circumstances.

While regional human rights
conventions have been agreed in
America, western Europe and Africa,
no similar initiatives have been taken
by the governments in Asia and
eastern Europe. Such instruments have

roved to be valuable not least
cause they allow for more detailed
and culturally relevant approaches
than the UN texts.

In that regard, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights
should be authorised to propose the
adoption of new standards.

Better monitoring of agreed
principles

There is a strong need for measures to
enforce agreed standards.
Governments which have ratified
international conventions are among

the worst violators of human rights.
The efforts of supervisory bodies
established under the conventions to
monitor the practice of states should
be supported. The ad hoc monitoring
systems set up by the UN
Commissioner on Human Rights -
with observers, rapporteurs and
working groups - should be developed
into more permanent and
independent procedures, involving
also the UN High Comissioner for
Human Rights.

In particular, the time is ripe to
adopt an individual complaints
system for the international
monitoring of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
similar to the procedure established by
the first Optional Protocol to the
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. If all human rights are
indivisible, interrelated and
interdependent, then there is no more
convincing reason why the
monitoring procedures under both
covenants should remain different.
That economic, social and cultural
rights are less justiciable than civil and
political rights has proven to be an
argument which does not even hold
true any more at the domestic level.

An individual complaints
procedure will definitely be the best
opportunity, by means of developing
case-law, to define the precise
meaning and the limits of economic,
social and cultural rights.
Furthermore, since international
complaints may only be submitted
after the exhaustion of all available
domestic remedies, such a procedure
will actually become one of the most
effective means to put pressure on
states to develop relevant domestic
remedies and thereby make economic,
social and cultural rights justiciable or
at least enforceable by quasi-judicial
remedies such as complaints to
national human rights commissions,
ombudspersons, parliamentary
commissions or similar institutions
established by domestic law.

Establishing permanent international
courts on human rights

A permanent international court on
human rights with compulsory
jurisdiction over all cases of human
rights violations as well as a
permanent international criminal
court, to which individuals have direct
access, to provide both criminal
sanctions and civil remedies against
war crimes, crimes against peace and
crimes against humanity including
gender-specific abuses in
international, internal and armed
conflicts should be established at the
global as well as at the regional level.

Promotion of interaction between
national and international levels
National and international NGOs
involved in efforts to combat human
rights violations should become more
closely associated with the work of
relevant Committees of the United
Nations and regional human rights
mechanisms. Exchange of insights and
information, monitoring
developments at national and
international levels and assistance to
persons wishing to make use of
national and international recourse
procedures are forms of interaction
and cooperation between national and
international levels.

Protection of human rights in times of
war

Stronger mechanisms are needed to
enforce humanitarian principles
during armed conflicts. Modern armed
conflicts entail enormous human
costs. Civilian casualties are high not
only because modern wars have no
clear-cut front lines, but because
civilians are often deliberately
targeted. Such acts of terror are
forbidden by international law. The
1949 Geneva Conventions ban
military attacks against civilian
targets. This norm has been violated
repeatedly, not just by insurgents but
also by governments, sometimes in
raids against other countries. In
particular strong support, financial
and otherwise, should be given to the
International Committee of the Red
Cross.

A structure for humanitarian
initiatives should be created within
the UN Secretariat - in collaboration
with UNICEF, the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees and for
Human Rights, as well as the
International Red Cross and other
voluntary agencies - in cases where
warring parties refuse to make
provision for the most basic human
needs.

Prevention of racial and ethnic
conflict and violence, including early
warning and urgent procedures

National and international bodies and
authorities should give more attention
and priority to preventive measures in
order to identify and cope effectively
at the earliest possible stage with
situations that can produce conflict.
Fact-finding, good offices, mediation,
advisory missions, requests for special
information, fpe-rmanent monitoring,
promotion of dialogue, and urgent
relief actions have to be introduced as
additional means to promote and
protect human rights in potential and
actual conflict situations. Monitoring
bodies, such as CERD, should be
encouraged to assume such tasks or to
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advance such activities in addition to
their regular supervisory duties.

National institutions and NGOs

National institutions are effective fora
and instruments for the promotion
and protection of human rights, in
particular also in the area o
combating racism, racial
discrimination, antisemitism,
xenophobia and ethnic violence. They
should also be involved in early
warning activities, whenever a threat
of such activities appears. All efforts
should be made to strengthen
national institutions and to establish
such institutions where they do not
yet exist. Non-governmental
organisations should play an
important role in cooperation with
national institutions, notably also by
promoting interaction between
national and international levels.

Law enforcement

Whether states are parties to the
Human Rights Convention or not,
they should take the necessary steps
to fight human rights violations and
eliminate racial discrimination. Such
measures should include more
stringent penal provisions against
human right abuses and expeditious
enforcement policies and practices to
prosecute those who violate these
principles.

Members of the police and prison
personnel, as well as other law
enforcement officials, must be made
aware by better training and
understand the social and
psgchological situation of the different
ethnic and cultural groups in society.
This is needed with a view to taking
special precautions in law
enforcement and preventing excessive
use of force by law enforcement
agencies.

Effective recourse and redress for
victims

Victims of human rights violations
must be assured effective protection
and remedies, including the right to
seek and receive just and adequate
reparation or satisfaction for damage
suffered as a result of those violations.

Put human rights issues on the
agenda of globalisation

In the effort to create more
transparency and accountability in the
ongoing process of globalisation and
subject it to the same principles that
aﬁply in economic and social life at
the national level, human rights and
fundamental freedoms should occupy
a prominent place.

This is particularly true as far as the
protection of working people is

concerned, where globalisation today
has increased the incidents of forced
and child labour, and threats to the
freedom of association and the right
to organise or bargain collectively. The
respect for decent, internationally
recognised labour standards should
therefore figure high on the agenda of
future international trade negotiations
as well as other relevant negotiating
processes.

Extend the UN role in technical
assistance for human rights

With the creation of the post of UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the UN should now extend its
role as the world's principal agency to
provide technical assistance for the
promotion of human rights, including
a comprehensive UN programme for
human-rights-based development
cooperation. Within the framework of
this programme, provision should be
made for technical and financial help
in establishing and consolidating
national institutions charged with the
protection of human rights (e.g.
legislative bodies, reform of the penal
system) and of democra

(preparation and conduct of elections,
multi-party systems, independent
media), and for comprehensive
measures in the field of human rights
education, training and public
information.

Human rights programmes should
include the translation, printing and
dissemination of key documents
through UN Information Centres,
cooperating with NGOs in the
distribution and promotion of a basic
Bill of Rights. This information
programme should deal with specific
issues such as torture, racism,
discrimination against women, or

" violations of the rights of children.

Efforts should be made to create
broad awareness of the UN complaints
systems. Courses should be organised
for lawyers, local human rights groups
and others on how to put forward
complaints. The role of UNESCO in
the field of human rights education
should be defined. A major focus in
these promotional programmes should
be assistance to governments for
creating preventive safeguards against
violations of human rights. Models of
infrastructures for the protection of
human rights should be developed.
This is particularly important for new
democracies and countries which have
just emerged from a period of heavy
repression. Support to the mass-media
- and media structures - should also be
an important element in UN aid
programmes for human rights. Such
aid should be directed at encouraging
the right to freedom of expression.
Non-governmental groups in the field
of development aid and}]or human
rights should be invited to participate

in the implementation of a UN aid
programme for human rights.

Teaching and education

It is important that teaching materials
and teaching aids be widely available
to promote teaching, training and
educational activities against human
rights violations, in particular with a
view to combating prejudices which
lead to racism, racial discrimination,
xenophobia and antisemitism. Special
attention has to be given to the
multicultural education of teachers. It
is essential that teachers be aware of
the principles and essential content of
the legal texts relevant to human
rights violations and of how to deal
with these problems of relations
between children of different ethnic
and cultural groups in society.

In history and text books children
and young people should be made
aware in an accurate way of the
inhuman and criminal policies and
practices carried out by nazi, fascist,
totalitarian and other non-democratic
regimes, and more particularly of the
crimes of genocide and apartheid and
the crimes related to 'ethnic
cleansing'.

In this context, the UN should:

- pursue a 'People’s Decade for
Human Rights Education and
Training’;

- implement mechanisms for the
review of Human Rights Education
and Training, possibly by the relevant
treaty-monitoring bodies;

- establish an International Fund for
Human Rights Education and Training
activities for states and NGOs.

Information and media

Freedom of the media is difficult to
achieve but essential. The ownership
of the media should be diverse and
free to express different views. Local
use of the media is also important.
Many people’s views can be
manipulated by the media and
freedoms in this area are essential to
prevent government propaganda
maintaining in power the people
already there.

It is important to raise the
awareness of media personnel of the
importance of their role in
eliminating human rights violations.

The participation of journalists and
human rights advocates from minority
gzoups in the mass media should also

encouraged, as well as multicultural
activities of the media, inasmuch as
they can contribute to the suppression
of racial and ethnic prejudice and
xenophobia.



RESOLUTION

THE CONGRESS RESOLUTION

INTRODUCTION

The XX Congress of the Socialist
International, held at the United
Nations headquarters, is dedicated to
addressing today’s global challenges
through greater international
cooperation. Four years since our last
Congress in Berlin, where we
undertook the tasks of sustaining the
democratic revolution and ensuring
that its benefits are extended to all, it
is clear that now more than ever the
challenges of securing peace,
democracy and development require
an international effort.

The world is changing rapidly and
is increasingly interdependent, We
therefore must find new ways to live
- both within our own countries and
at the global level - that are socially,
economically and environmentally
sustainable. Only by reinforcing a
sense of common responsibility and
solidarity can humanity survive and
realise its potential.

Clearly, the role of the United
Nations must be central if the goal of
greater international cooperation is
to be achieved. Since Berlin, the
Socialist International therefore has
deepened its support for and its
relations with the United Nations.
The convergence of our International
and the United Nations, based on
the shared goals of peace, democracy
and sustainable development, and on
cooperative activities and efforts,
makes it more than fitting that our
Congress be held in New York.

The Socialist International, with
member parties in nearly every
country on every continent, and
with regional and thematic
committees active throughout the
world, promotes better
understanding and greater
cooperation among nations that face
common global problems. The vision
of the Socialist International and our
adherence to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights guide
and inform our work, as is evident in
the sections of the Congress
Resolution that follow.

Moreover, our ideals of liberty,
justice and solidarity, which placed
the Socialist International at the
forefront in the triumph of the
democratic idea, are more vital than

ever because they link together all
sectors of increasingly complex
societies. Social democratic solidarity
is based on a shared commitment to
the fundamental principles reasserted
and refined at the Stockholm
Congress in 1989. It derives strength
from diversity, both within and
among nations.

Democracy as we define it - with
political rights, social justice and
equal economic opportunity - is the
only form of democracy that will
endure. While it is true that market
mechanisms are required for.
economic growth and development,
it is also true that free markets do
not ensure justice. Democratic
socialism therefore'recognises the
state as a necessary servant of the
people in guaranteeing a just and
equitable society and a critical agent
in democratising economic change
in an era of globalisation. The
preservation of rights - and the
reconciling of individual rights with
the collective rights of workers,
women, young people, ethnic groups
and indigenous communities -
depends on responsibility shared by
governments and citizens.

The Socialist International
remains a leading voice in asserting
the link between disarmament and
development. More constructive and
equitable use of the world’s resources
depends on achieving international
peace. The United Nations therefore
must be given full support in its
efforts to resolve regional and civil
conflicts, to promote reductions in
nuclear and conventional weaponry,
including the proposed ban on the
use, production and stockpiling of
landmines, and to negotiate a treaty
banning nuclear weapons testing for
all time.

We democratic socialists are
confident in our approach to the
urgent tasks before us. Our long-held
commitments to freedom and
fundamental rights, and to justice,
peace and human well-being, have
been our strength in overcoming
obstacles in the past. Today, the
promise of lasting democracy and
the aspirations of all peoples for a
better life depend on unwavering
solidarity and greater international
cooperation among nations to

establish an effective system of global
responsibility and security. The
Socialist International, with its long
tradition of international
cooperation and solidarity, and with
renewed determination and
initiative, commits itself to
remaining at the forefront in
achieving a more secure and
democratic world.

AFRICA

I. Strengthening the democratic
process

Given the process of democratisation
currently under way on the African
continent, and in view of the urgent
need to respond to the many needs
of Africa, particularly the challenge
of its own development, the SI not
only confirms its support for the
respect of individual rights, but also -
and more specifically - for the
advancement of economic and social
rights at the continental level, in
other words for the right to
development - the right to
education, health, employment and
social welfare.

The Sl is pleased to observe the
democratic progress which is today
significantly changing the political
and institutional landscape of Africa,
under the impetus of progressive
forces: political parties, trade unions,
and civil organisations.

The phenomenon of
democratisation is historically very
significant and it is important to
recognise its true value. It is vital to
support the forces involved in the
African democratic process. If not,
the process runs the risk of being
weakened, all the more so since it is
encountering some disturbing
violations and challenges in certain
countries.

The SI undertakes to do
everything in its power to strengthen
democratic culture, particularly by
intensifying its role in observing
electoral processes and by supporting
the socialist and social-democratic
movements in the establishment of
new initiatives, training and
restructuring programimes.

Among these, the women's




movement must play a central role,
alongside the labour and youth
movements.

The SI asks that the results of
transparent and official elections be
democratically accepted by the
existing political powers.

In this way, strengthening the
democratic culture is seen as the best
way to guarantee the development of
democracy in Africa, where there
remain some disturbing pockets of
resistance to the democratisation
process. This opposition manifests
itself in the form of unfair and non-
transparent elections, military coups,
and an increase in extremist
movements and ethnic persecution,
which all threaten and challenge
constitutional and democratically
established laws.

The SI states that these abuses -
retrograde steps imposed by force -
mean that populations must struggle
just to survive day to day, and
therefore the SI must devote
particular attention to supporting
them.

The SI calls resolutely for the
establishment of democracy in such
countries as Nigeria, Equatorial
Guinea and Zaire.

It is becoming more urgent than
ever not only to reinforce the
democratic progress made at
institutional level, but to promote
real social and economic democracy.
Without this, it is impossible to
maintain peace and security.

Il. Peace and security

After stressing, once again, that peace
and security are vital to the success
of development initiatives, the SI
expresses its grave concern with
regard to the continued existence in
Africa of a number of areas of
tension, for example, in Rwanda,
Burundji, Liberia and Somalia.

In this connection, the SI
welcomes initiatives on the part of
African countries to defuse tension in
these areas and to promote
preventive diplomacy, via the
structures for the prevention,
management and control of conflict
created by the OAU (Organisation of
African Unity) in accordance with
international law and UN
resolutions.

The SI urges the entire
international community to give its
full support to these initiatives
designed to maintain peace in Africa,
and thereby preserve international
security.

Similarly, the SI urges the African
countries to continue to promote a
policy of peace, by utilising their
culture and allowing women to fulfil

their role in this effort.

In this respect, the SI urges it
members, and the African political
parties in particular, to assume the
central role that is rightfully theirs.

Ill. Ensuring development

Africa is becoming increasingly
integrated into what is known as the
logic of globalisation, marked by an
unprecedented increase in ultra-
liberalism and the increasingly
important role played by
international financial institutions,
particularly since the collapse of the
communist bloc.

The introduction of these
influences, within the context of the
drastic changes that have taken place
in the world economy, is at present
deeply affecting the economic and
social structures of the African
countries.

These new structures, imposed by
the requirements of the liberalisation
process and the Bretton Woods
institutions, have resulted in greater
and more widespread poverty among
the African populations. Structural
adjustment policies have been
imposed without the corrective social
measures that the social democratic
movement was fortunately able to
introduce in most of the
industrialised countries, where the
demands of the market economy
were tempered by the introduction of
social laws which aided the
development and stabilisation of
political democracy.

If Africa is to experience a smooth
and non-violent transition towards
the establishment of a new
democratic order, adapted to its own
particular circumstances, it is
essential to construct an
international system based on more
equitable economic and commercial
relations.

Such a system must be founded
on a respect for greater social justice
and ensure that industrialised
nations and developing countries
have equal access to the world
market. It must therefore not be
based solely on competitive criteria.

In this way, the new system will
enable the African economies to be
integrated into the world market.

Given the specific responsibility
of the European Union towards
Africa, the SI asks Europe not to
become a closed bloc focusing
exclusively upon its own prosperity,
but to remain open, particularly in
its relations with its African partners
and associates.

To this end, the SI asks that the
following basic principles be
incorporated into the European

Union treaty:

1.The principle of equal partnership
and cooperation (to be incorporated
into Section XVII of the EU treaty);
2.Greater cohesion in EU policies and
interventions, especially in the field
of commerce, agriculture, industry
and fishing;

3.A positive commitment to an
equitable economic and commercial
cooperation which respects the rights
of the individual and the right to
development.

The SI makes the same appeal to
other industrialised nations and
welcomes the initiatives already
introduced, in particular the special
UN initiative for Africa.

The SI expresses the wish that
these initiatives make a practical
contribution to the peaceful and
lasting development of the African
countries.

To this end, the SI urges the
African countries to pursue and
increase their efforts through greater
solidarity and through the
promotion of economic integration
at the continental, regional and sub-
regional levels.

The SI notes with concern the
lack of progress in resolving the
conflict in Western Sahara, which is
an obstacle to bringing peace and
improving the political, social and
economic situation in the Maghreb.
The partial withdrawal of MINURSO
is an unfortunate development and
again brings closer the possibility of
renewed hostilities. We must demand
that the parties involved comply
fully with the United Nations
Resolutions and make a new effort to
establish stable and permanent
mechanisms for negotiation to
resolve the conflict, with renewed
support from the international
community.

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

The Asia-Pacific region is the most
dynamic area in the world. In the
past it was called a ‘dormant Asia’,
but today it is a ‘thriving Asia’.
Developing countries in Asia are
growing twice as fast as the world
average. Also in the past it was an
‘Asia asunder’ in both security and
economic terms, but it is now an
‘Asia integrated’. On the economic
front, the APEC is thrusting forward
the process of economic reform and
integration, while on the security
front the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) is successfully developing
regional security dialogue.

But Asia is also a region of
contradictions. Rapid economic
growth, certainly benefitting many



countries in the region, is also
causing such problems as
environmental destruction, energy
crises and food shortages. Rapid
population growth, which will
continue into the 21st century,
together with environmental
destruction, energy and food
shortages may seriously threaten the
security of the region. It is
encouraging to see democracy
thriving, especially in newly
industrialised economies, but
authoritarian rule is still dominant in
many parts of the Asia-Pacific region.

Peace is more than the absence of
war. Just as war claims human lives,
poverty, starvation, environmental
destruction and violation of human
rights threaten people’s lives, deprive
them of the means to live,
undermine human dignity and in
the worst cases cause death.
Therefore military deterrence and
diplomacy are not the only means to
guarantee peace. The promotion of
social development, the elimination
of poverty, the protection of human
rights and the preservation of the
global environment should be
considered priorities in the effort to
secure peace.

Against these backdrops, social
democrats in the Asia-Pacific region
must apply multilateral rather than
unilateral and a comprehensive
rather than a single-issue approach to
the problems of the region.

Security and disarmament

The priority with regard to regional
security and disarmament is to stop
nuclear testing. The French
conservative government caried out
six rounds of nuclear tests before
announcing an end to further testing
in January 1996. As for China, it
recently conducted a nuclear test and
made clear that another test was
expected before September. From the
viewpoint of both nuclear
disarmament and environmental
protection, we firmly reject the use
of our land and ocean as nuclear test
sites. Therefore we strongly urge that
Beijing refrain from more nuclear
testing. And we also urge redoubled
efforts towards achieving a
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT). As we stand on the threshold
of the 21st century, the decisive
movement towards time-bound total
elimination of nuclear weapons
becomes more important for
international peace and security than
ever before.

The restriction of conventional
weapons is also an important issue.
In particular, in connection with the
revision of the Protocol on the use of

mines, efforts should be made for the
prohibition of the production,
storage, use and transfer of mines in
the future. At the same time we call
upon all governments in the region
to take voluntary measures to cease
the use of all mines until an
international agreement is reached to
ban them.

Another important issue in the
region is curbing the arms race.
Many developing countries in the
Asia-Pacific region, whilst growing
economically, are also growing
militarily. We do not consider the
present level of arms build-up to
pose an immediate threat to the
stability of the region, but unless
properly controlled it will develop
into armed conflicts. To deal with
this issue, we recommend all
countries in the region to accede to
the UN weaponry registration
system, which needs to be upgraded.

As in Europe, new regional
security frameworks are taking shape
in Asia and the Pacific. Among these
the ARF is a core regime which is
expected to play a pivotal role in
formulating confidence-building
measures.

Sustainable development

The APEC has been praised for its
‘open regionalism’ and its efforts for
gradual liberalisation. But the policy
of trade liberalisation alone is unable
to solve issues like population
growth, food shortages,
environmental degradation and
energy crises.

The choice should not be between
absolute poverty and unbridled
economic growth. What is needed is
a socially and environmentally
sustainable community in which
growing wealth can be properly
distributed and people can live in
harmony with nature.

Therefore we call upon all
countries in this region to share the
common perception of the
fundamental security issues, namely
environmental destruction, energy
crises, population growth and food
shortages, and to launch an intra-
regional initiative that aims to
encourage joint efforts for the
common goal of sustainable
development.

Democracy and human rights

Social democrats and socialists in the
Asia-Pacific region solemnly declare
that human rights are universal in
value. We respect cultural diversity
but not at the sacrifice of human
rights. Already in Europe, the
Americas and Africa, regional

mechanisms to protect human rights
have been set up. However in the
world's largest continent there is not
yet the possibility of creating a
similar human rights institution.
Every effort should be made to
establish such a human rights
mechanism in the Asia-Pacific region.

In Burma, as the recent arrest of
NLD parliamentarians shows, the
gross violation of human rights
under the military regime is still
continuing. We strongly demand
that all those arrested be
immediately freed and the result of
the last general election respected.

Furthermore, the rapes routinely
perpetrated against Burmese women
by SLORC soldiers as well as SLORC's
cynical use of rape as a tool in their
campaign of subjugation and
oppression of the civilian population
constitute a blatant violation of
human rights and must cease.

The United Nations, governments
and humanitarian agencies must do
their utmost to prevent the
trafficking in Burmese women to
Thailand.

The Socialist International calls on
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to urgently implement the
December 1995 General Assembly
resolution to find a political solution
in Burma. The SI also calls on the
governments of Japan, the ASEAN
and other nations to support Aung
San Suu Kyi's efforts to promote
national reconciliation in Burma.

The international financial
institutions and governments,
including UN agencies, should
refrain from renewing ODA
assistance, development and
assistance programmes and loans
until SLORC begins a political
dialogue with Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Socialist International
reiterates its intention, first declared
at the Manila meeting of the SI Asia-
Pacific Committee in February 1995,
to continue efforts to carry out the
planned SI mission to Burma which
has, to this date, been denied entry
by the Burmese authorities.

Attention should also be given to
the situation in East Timor.
Considering the continuation of
oppressive rule by the Indonesian
army and the massacre in Dili, we
need to increase efforts to support
the Timorese fight for self-
determination.

The human rights situation in
both Bhutan and Tibet remains
serious and we reaffirm our solidarity
with the people from these areas
struggling for democracy.

As regards China, authoritarian
rule remains in place, but its open
and reformist policies seem to




continue. Whilst monitoring its
attitude toward human rights, we
must help Beijing to further promote
the present course of open and
reforming policies.

The Korean Peninsula remains
unstable. Due to the flood last year
and the ensuing food shortage,
North Korea is said to be barely
surviving. To alleviate the plight,
Pyongyang is now accepting aid from
abroad. Whilst extending such
humanitarian aid, we need to
encourage them to accept the idea of
a four-party meeting and to gradually
integrate them into the international
community.

With regard to Fiji, the gross
violation of human and trade union
rights is‘also a cause for much
concern to the Socialist
International. Fiji’s racially weighted
Constitution has marginalised the
Indo-Fijian population and confined
them to third-class citizenship in the
country of their birth. The Indo-
Fijian community, who are the main
victims of the Constitution, are
denied equal access to education, the
civil service and to welfare provision
- despite paying 80 percent of
national taxes.

The SI will be closely following
the recent political developments in
Fiji vis-a-vis the findings of the
Constitutional Review Commission
report and calls on the government
of the day to accept and implement
its findings, which would put Fiji
back on the path to democratic
elections and towards a just and fair
society.

Women'’s rights in the Asia-Pacific
region

Asia, specifically Beijing, played host
to the UN Fourth World Conference
on Women which was the biggest
ever UN meeting. Yet women in
much of the Asia-Pacific region are
generally more marginalised in all
aspects of life than their sisters in the
developed world.

Issues of security, sustainability,
democracy and human rights impact
differently on men and women. In
the light of this there is an urgent
need for the social democrats of the
region to look closely into the
situation of women and put more
effort into strengthening their
Pparticipation in discussion and
action on these issues.

EUROPE

The series of events starting in the
autumn of 1989 that completely
changed the world suggested that the

age of confrontation between the
major political blocs had finally
come to an end. However, it
simultaneously created new
challenges.

The Berlin wall has fallen, the
Soviet bloc has collapsed, and the
countries of Central and Eastern
Europe have been finding their -
sometimes contradictory - way
towards democracy. Europe has
emerged from an age of ignominy
and has finally been able to devote
itself to the task of its total and full
construction. But serious problems
remain.

For the first time in over forty
years, Europe has again experienced
war, without there being any
indication of its ability to resolve the
conflict. The phenomenon of
extreme nationalism has reappeared,
threatening the political stability of
the continent, and the serious
structural problems experienced by
our societies are reflected in
unacceptable levels of
unemployment.

The European states cannot deal
with these new problems in
isolation. European socialists who
work together within the framework
of the Party of European Socialists
(PES) believe that their option offers
solutions to these new situations at
the European level. Furthermore, the
SI considers that the European Union
not only represents an onortunity
but also has a responsibility to ensure
peace, welfare and justice within
society. And since the PES is the most
widely represented political group
throughout the European Union, we
should be able to claim, without
deluding ourselves, that we represent
the only political power capable of
offering a combined solution to
economic, social and environmental
problems.

The obijectives of socialist action
within the European framework are
as follows:

- Work and prosperity: to create a
fully employed, efficient and safe
society, in which unemployment and
poverty have been eradicated;

- To create a balanced programme
of economic, social and

ecologically sound development that
protects the environment and
promotes a better quality of life;

- To promote the development,
reform and expansion of the
European Union. In the light of the
Inter-Governmental Conference
currently under way, the SI and the
PES maintain that the institutional
reform of the European Union
should be based on three objectives:
to establish an effective decision-
making process, which significantly

extends the field of application of
the qualified majority vote; to invest
European policy with greater
transparency and openness, and
ensure that decisions are adopted at
the appropriate level; and to
introduce greater democracy into EU
procedures, by increasing the powers
of the European Parliament and
strengthening the participation of
national parliaments;

- To develop a common foreign and
security policy, with a view to
promoting international peace and
development;

- To create an open society,
prepared to demonstrate its solidarity
vis-a-vis the rest of the world;

- To ensure equal opportunities for
men and women;

- To promote inter-personal, inter-
generational and international
solidarity.

Employment has been and always
will be the guiding principle of
European socialist action. Policies for
economic growth that generate job
opportunities and are
environmentally sustainable
constitute the principle economic
and social challenge faced by policy
makers. Large-scale unemployment is
adversely determining the future of
our societies.

In December 1993, the PES
launched the European Initiative for
Employment, an ambitious
programme of action containing the
key elements of an economic policy
designed to generate employment.
Looking towards the next (i.e. the
third) PES Conference, to be held
next spring in Malmé, Jacques Delors
is directing work on a new
development programme that builds
on the work of the European
Initiative for Employment.

We believe that there are as yet
unexplored possibilities for the
stimulation of an active and
sustained economic policy at the
European level. For example, it is
possible to release vast growth
potential by transcending the
boundaries of national economies
and making use of the very real
possibilities of the common
European economy, while a
concerted initiative of macro-
economic policies at the European
level can guarantee stable and
sustained growth and a steady
increase in job creation.

Investment and employment in
the private sector are a priority
objective which must be developed
through public investment in
research and development,
infrastructure, housing and
management of the environment
with a view to ensuring satisfactory



levels of long-term competitiveness.
Investment in education and training
must also be a priority objective.

European socialists are working to
establish a new social contract in
Europe between unions and
management, with the support of the
public authorities, that will open the
way for a new and positive balance
between ensuring job security and
the need for change. The re-
organisation of the existing
employment structure can and
should be achieved through
negotiations that safeguard
competitiveness and involve a
reduction in working hours with a
view to improving the distribution of
existing employment.

Another way of maximising the
number of job opportunities would
be to make use of the vast potential
in the field of new activities linked to
the service sector, as well as the
stimulus provided by the social
economy and local initiatives sector.

The political priority of
employment does not prevent
European socialists from asserting
their commitment to Economic and
Monetary Union as an essential
concomitant to the home market
and a means of ensuring that those
countries which join the single
currency meet the required timetable
and common criteria. The third
phase of the EMU should begin with
the participation of the largest
possible number of member states.
The implementation of monetary
union should be accompanied by an
improved co-ordination of economic,
budgetary, fiscal, employment and
social policies, with a view to
ensuring that the EMU is socially
compatible and that the common
criteria can be maintained on the
basis of economic re-organisation.
Whatever the case, it is essential to
promote sound economic and social
relations between the states who join
the EMU and those who do not.

European socialists are actively
working to ensure that the European
Union has real capacity to voice its
opinions at the international level,
through a Common Foreign and
Security Policy. A European Union
equipped with the necessary and
appropriate foreign policy and
security instruments would have
been more effective and more able to
provide an initial energetic response
to the conflicts in the former
Yugoslavia.

The SI and the PES maintain that
Europe should promote solidarity by
developing a policy of active
cooperation within its immediate
sphere of activity. With regard to the
less developed countries, it should

help to reduce the inequalities
between the northern and southern
hemispheres and, to this end, should
maintain the present level of aid to
the countries of the Lomé
Convention.

Democratic socialists in the EU
work with their counterparts in non-
EU countries to promote the
protection of human rights and
respect for democracy and the
legitimately established state, both
within the EU and in other
countries. Unlike the conservative
parties, we believe that social and
economic rights form an integral part
of human rights.

European socialists are continually
working to ensure that the European
Union promotes the development of
Central and Eastern European
countries and facilitates their entry
into Europe. These new democracies
are currently undergoing a process of
reform and need help with regard to
their reconstruction and access to EU
markets, and clear indications
concerning their full integration into
Europe. We also support the creation
of a space for association and
cooperation, in all fields, with the
countries of the Mediterranean basin,
and pledge our support for all efforts
designed to ensure the success of the
peace initiative in the Middle East.

With regard to the environment,
the PES has extended existing action
programmes by establishing a new
development programme that links
environmental management and job
creation. The European Union must
lead the world in the fieid of
environmental protection, and
ensure the implementation of legally
binding and clearly prioritised
environmental agreements -
regarding climate, the protection of
forests, desertification, biodiversity
and waste - in line with the World
Summit in Rio.

We believe that the European
Union should increase and improve
environmental aid to the developing
world. Adequate environmental
management can only be achieved if
the necessary economic and social
bases have been established. To this
end, the European Union must
support the opening up of world
markets to the less developed
countries (LDCs) and the transfer of
the appropriate technology and
financial resources so that these
countries are not forced to choose
between short-term economic
benefits and long-term
environmental issues.

European socialist action is
directed towards the creation of a
programme of cooperation and
environmental management which

opens up new areas of job creation,
reduces the depletion of natural
resources and develops sustainable
systems of production and
consumption.

A strong, committed Europe
which promotes democracy must
combat racism and xenophobia. The
racist violence and attacks that occur
in our socijeties are an extreme
manifestation of deep-rooted social
problems. These phenomena are
partly produced by unemployment
among young people, recurrent
recessions and a general feeling of
hopelessness, which is regrettably
exploited by the anti-democratic
politicians of the extreme right.

The only way forward is to
construct a prosperous Europe, based
on mutual commitment, where the
rights of the individual are respected
and where the citizens of non-EU
countries have the opportunity to
become socially integrated through
training and employment
opportunities, and to participate in
the political life of Europe.

Last, and by no means least,
European socialists are striving to
achieve an equal society. There
should be a significant increase in
the number of women at all levels of
participation and decision-making.
In the political field, the PES is
committed to promoting the
representation of women in all EU
institutions and, within its own
sphere, to attaining a balanced
representation of men and women in
all PES bodies and areas of activity. In
the economic and social field, this
commitment is focused on
overcoming discrimination,
correcting the de facto inequality
between men's and women's pay and
finding a solution to the problem of
greater unemployment among
women, who are also more
susceptible to the consequences of
social and territorial inequality.

CENTRAL AND EASTERN
EUROPE

The fall of the Berlin wall and the
collapse of the communist system
have signalled the end of an epoch
in the history of Europe and of the
world. The attempts to affirm justice
without liberty and democracy have
been revealed as a tragic illusion.

Democracy and justice are
inseparable values and it is precisely
the events of these past years which
have shown us the relevance and
validity of the values and ideas of
democratic socialism.

Willy Brandt saw in the
affirmation of social democracy in




Eastern Europe the crowning of the
Ostpolitik to which he dedicated his
political career and his life*itself. The
events of these years have proved the
courage and clear-sightedness of
Willy Brandt.

We reaffirm today that what
Europe will become in the next few
years will depend in large part on
what happens in that enormous
region which extends from the
Polish plains to Siberia, from the
Balkans to the Caucasus.

1. The war in the former Yugoslavia
has constantly been at the centre of
our attention, and our thoughts are
first and foremost with the women,
children and men in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Sarajevo, Srebenica,
Bihac, Goradze, Brcko, Tuzla, and in
all the villages and cities hit by the
horror of the bombardments and
ethnic cleansing.

We have always been convinced
that no solution was possible as long
as weapons, violence and arbitrary
power had the upper hand. Peace
was and is built only through
negotiation. This is why all of our
efforts were directed towards
suspending the war, starting a
dialogue between the sides and
launching a negotiated settlement.

This is also why we greeted with
satisfaction the signing of the
Dayton Accords which enabled the
sides to put a halt to the hostilities
and an end to the suffering of the
civilian population, and to begin a
peace process which has as its
objective the peaceful coexistence on
the same territory of distinct ethnic
communities. The successful
elections in Mostar and the
beginning of activities of the city’s
municipal council were an important
step in view of the forthcoming
elections throughout Bosnia.

Clearly, the road to peace is still a
long one, and there will no doubt be
difficulties. In the first place further
steps are needed to enable refugees to
return to their homes, and allow the
free circulation of every individual
within the territory of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and the full application
of the Dayton Accords under whose
mandate the military forces of the
Implementation Force (IFOR) are
acting.

The SI asks the international
community to reconfirm the
international IFOR peace mission in
Bosnia-Herzegovina in order to
contribute to the stabilisation of the
peace process and to support the
integration of different ethnic
communities.

One of the principal conditions
required to carry out these objectives

is the need to bring to justice those
responsible for the massacres and
crimes committed in Bosnia. We
express our full support for the work
being carried out by the
International War Crimes Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia, presided
over by Professor Antonio Cassese.

The SI holds in high regard the
work done by the NGOs and
humanitarian agencies in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and calls on the
international community, the
European Union, the World Bank,
the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR)
and the other UN agencies to
intensify their efforts for a full
reconstruction of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

No one should forget the major
political objective: that of rebuilding
in the entire territory of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and in all countries of
the region a democratic society
which is multi-ethnic, multi-cultural
and multi-religious.

For this reason we believe that the
electoral deadline of September is of
extraordinary importance, and we
ask all the member parties of the SI
to assist by all possible means those
parties of social democratic
inspiration which are fighting for a
multi-ethnic society: the Bosnian
Social Democratic Party (SDP) and
the Union of Bosnian Social
Democrats (UBSD).

There need to be further decisive
new steps aimed at establishing a fair
and stable peace which guarantees
the rights of all the parties in the
region and of all its ethnic and
religious communities. The elections
in Serbia and Montenegro also
should be such that they affirm fully
democratic principles and rules in
those two countries.

The SI reaffirms its position in
support of autonomy for the
population of Kosovo, Sandjak and
Vojvodina within the current
territorial and legal framework of the
Yugoslav federation, and hopes that a
final accord can be reached on good
neighbourly relations and
cooperation between Greece and the
Former Yugoslav- Republic of
Macedonia.

With respect to the elections in
neighbouring Albania, the SI
disapproves of the manner in which
the vote in May 1996 was held, and
the serious political and institutional
crisis which the elections provoked.
The only way to emerge from the
current crisis is through a political
dialogue between government and
opposition, aimed at achieving an

. agreement on the political and

electoral steps required to return to

constitutional rule. New general
elections must be organised as soon
as possible with full respect for
international democratic standards,
and precise conditions and
guarantees of democratic legitimacy.

2. The democratic and economic
changes in Central and Fastern
Europe are of truly historic
significance and strongly affect the
stability of the entire continent. The
Socialist International hails the
achievements of the citizens of this
region in building up democratic
institutions and in bringing about
modernisation, economic growth
and political stability. The process of
systematic transformation has
opened up new prospects for social
democrats in this region of Europe.

Today’s situation is quite different
from that in 1989.

During a first phase - in the period
immediately following the fall of the
Berlin wall - there was a widespread
expectation throughout the region
that a market economy would be
able to satisfy quickly the demand
for welfare and prosperity that
decades of communist rule had not
fulfilled.

This is why public opinion was
swayed towards neo-liberal and free-
market forces.

This hope, however, very soon
revealed itself to be an illusion. The
transition to a market economy has
indeed entailed high economic
growth rates and a modernisation of
society, particularly in some
countries of Central Europe.
Nevertheless the shift to a market
economy has occurred without
appropriate rules, often in an entirely
unregulated fashion, thereby causing
acute social inequities. Small groups
of the population, in some cases
belonging to the establishment of
the past regimes, accumulated vast
amounts of wealth, while a large
number of citizens continued to live
in precarious and insecure social
conditions.

For this reason, there developed a
second phase in the transition,
during which a vast number of
citizens turned to those political
forces which proposed a more
balanced and fair relationship
between the market and the need for
social solidarity.

The SI welcomes this striving for a
social market economy in Central
and Eastern Europe.

This explains why in many
countries of Central and Eastern
Europe parties which explicitly
declared themselves to be social
democratic have won elections in
recent years.



The vast majority of citizens in
those countries certainly do not
yearn for the political oppression
and greyness of daily life under
communist regimes. Those electoral
results demonstrate, rather, that
there is an undercurrent of protest
against economic inequality and
unregulated free-market policies, and
against those who fed the illusion
that the market would resolve all the
contradictions inherent in the
transition.

3. The recent elections in Russia
have been a significant step forward
in consolidating democracy and in
the establishment of political
pluralism. This should not make us
forget, however, that there continue
to be huge problems and growing
difficulties.

The transition to a market
economy in Russia has continued to
be marked by insufficient foreign
investment and by uncertainty and
confusion in overall policy. There
are, however, signs of a recovery in
terms of economic productivity. But
this continues to take place in a
context of generalised uncertainty,
characterised by the absence of clear
rules, by the onslaught of speculative
forces, by the growth of the illegal
economy and, above all, by the
increase in extremely acute social
inequalities.

In Russia today there is a major
risk. While in Central Europe public
opinion has been disappointed by
the inequities caused by the market
and has shifted to the left, in Russia
it runs the risk of following those
whose authoritarian programmes are
unable to channel this widespread
protest into a democratic dynamic
which is both reformist and
modernising. Clearly, this risk is
disquieting both for Russian
democracy and for the future of
Europe and the world.

In the post-bipolar era, Russia still
plays a decisive role in the
development of policies of
cooperation and development in our
continent. Europe and the world
have a fundamental interest that in
Russia and the other states of the
Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) the transition towards
democratic institutions, the
consolidation of the rule of law and
the stabilisation of a market
economy are not halted. We all need
Russia’s full insertion into the pan-
European institutions.

This requires more incisive action
from the European Union, from
international institutions, and from
the individual industrialised
countries aimed at a more efficient

mobilisation of human and
entrepreneurial resources and of the
financial means needed to back the
economic transformation of Russia,
Ukraine and the other states of the
CIS.

An important aspect of this
commitment is the financial and
technological support for the
reconversion of the industrial and
military apparatus, thereby favoring
the development of civil production
aimed at rebuilding the basic
infrastructure and at satisfying
internal consumer demand. The
ongoing Chechen crisis has
demonstrated the weakness of
Russia’s democratic institutions, has
resulted in widespread human rights
violations, and proves that a military
solution cannot resolve the crisis.
Moreover, the conflicts in other areas
of the Caucasus show how strong are
the risks of instability and swings
towards authoritarianism.

We support the end of the
military action in the Chechen
Republic. We welcome the latest
peace initiatives and believe that
they must be developed further in
order to achieve a lasting peace in
the southern region of the Russian
Federation.

In the current situation, the
growth of progressive and democratic
forces which can offer proposals and
programmes of a democratic nature
is of decisive importance. There is a
strong need for social democracy in
Russia.

The forces within the Socialist
International must, therefore, be
committed in their support for the
progressive groups and must favour
their merger, because only a new
group of leaders who are truly
democratic and progressive can
ensure the establishment of political
and economic democracy in Russia.

4. We cannot forget that the major
contribution to democratic stability
in all of Central and Eastern Europe
lies squarely in the positive evolution
of economic reforms. In this field
today’s main challenge is to set up a
framework of clear and transparent
rules as an alternative to an
unregulated, laissez-faire market and
which prevents the economies from
becoming dominated by new
nomenklaturas, and which can
counter the attempts by speculators
and criminal organisations to
influence state power for their own
purposes.

The ‘market’ itself cannot resolve
problems and conflicts. On the
contrary, a ‘social market economy’
needs to be developed, where
economic development and a truly

competitive market can be
established, while at the same time
equitable, safe and respectable living
conditions can be guaranteed for all.
It is not a question of returning to
forms of statism which have by now
been completely rejected by public
opinion in those countries. It is
rather a question of combining
modernity and solidarity, efficiency
and equity. This is fundamental in
order to guarantee the establishment
of a fully fledged, firmly rooted
democracy.

To achieve such objectives,
international aid is needed not only
to supplement the resources of the
state, but also to stimulate the flow
of private investment, just as the
foreign debt of each country needs
to be renegotiated taking into
account the specific needs of each
country.

5. The Yugoslav tragedy indicates
that the fall of the Berlin wall and
the end of a bipolar balance of
power have not, taken alone,
resolved the problems of security
and of democratic respect for human
rights.

The end of a bipolar world has
led to an unresolved tension
between interdependence and
nationalism, between forces which
tend to unite and those which push
towards a disintegration, such as that
shown by a war in the heart of
Europe. Moreover, what we are
witnessing is not so much the break-
up of the old order, but a more
complex process of ‘decomposition’
and ‘recomposition’, each facet of
which needs to be worked out
democratically.

We want to encourage the
European Union to pursue a strategy
of integration by launching within
six months of the end of the Inter-
Governmental Conference
negotiations for the enlargement of
the Union, by extending the
‘association’ status to new countries,
and by establishing new bilateral
‘cooperation links’ between the EU
and the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe while intensifying
specific EU projects aimed at those
countries.

The SI backs all political and
military integration efforts which
can favour policies of cooperation
and security in the region: the
strengthening of the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) and its conflict-
prevention mechanism; a more
widespread involvement of countries
of Central and Eastern Europe in the
Western European Union (WEU) and
in the European Union’s Common




Foreign and Security Policy; NATO's
Partnership for Peace in many
countries in the region; and the
prospects of the expansion of the
Alliance to some of those countries.

The prospects for the enlargement
of the Atlantic Alliance to the
countries of Central and Eastern
Europe need to be defined in terms
of three objectives: that of
maintaining NATO's decision-
making capacity and high level of
efficiency in its actions; that of
providing a positive response to the
demand for integration and security
coming from all Central and Eastern
European countries through the
strengthening of the Partnership for
Peace, through their integration into
the Euro-Atlantic security structures
and through full membership in the
Alliance; and thirdly that of fully
involving Russia in the region’s
security policy, thereby avoiding on
the one hand the risk of the rebirth
of surreptitious forms of bi-polarity -
a new grey zone of insecurity and
instability - and on the other the
emergence in Moscow of suspicion
and a prejudiced outlook towards
the role of NATO and its
enlargement.

6. Faced with the claims to national
self-determination which have
gradually emerged in Eastern Europe,
the problem for social democrats is
not simply to agree or disagree. On
the one hand we cannot ignore the
fact that the shapes and borders of
the states in Central and Eastern
Europe today are the result of two
successive World Wars and do not
necessarily correspond to national,
ethnic or religious identity.
Concurrently though, we cannot
accept the position that each state’s
identity should be based on ethnic
or religious homogeneity. The future
will be marked everywhere by multi-
ethnicity and multi-culturality.

This is where the task of social
democracy lies: principles and
methods for the birth and
recognition of new state entities
need to be established. In particular,
three preconditions appear to be of
essential importance:

- the full recognition in each state
of human and political rights on an
individual level and for each ethnic,
cultural and religious community;-
the inviolability of borders, as stated
in the charter of the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(CSCE) which establishes that
changes to borders can result only
from consensual agreement between
the states involved;- the
acknowledgement that in today’s
modern societies there are two

dimensions which coincide less and
less: that of the market - which is
ever more supranational and
transnational and requires political
entities and institutions of an
analagous dimension - and the
national dimension. This means that
the eventual birth of new states
cannot avoid taking into
consideration their willingness to be
part of supranational institutions.

We therefore believe that the
major problem is to provide these
processes with a democratic outlet,
keeping them securely within the
process of European integration in
order to avoid those errors
committed by the international
community which weighed
negatively on the Yugoslav drama.

Linked to this is the need to
develop a European strategy on
immigration which can confront the
problems connected with
demographic growth and
development in the region, and
which can regulate and rationalise
the flow of immigrants, bearing in
mind that the formation of multi-
ethnic societies in Europe is today an
irreversible process.

With the disappearance of
ideological confrontation between
antithetical systems, the true threats
to peace and security come from the
emergence of ethnic-national
conflicts and from sharp economic
contrasts. And we should not ignore
the dangers inherent in the
establishment in some countries of
fundamentalist religious rule.

Ethnic and religious conflict can
be avoided mainly by affirming,
defending and developing the rights
of persons belonging to minorities
and the full acceptance of multi-
ethnicity. The SI reaffirms its
commitment to opposing all ultra-
nationalistic, racist, xenophobic and
antisemitic political movements and
parties.

7. The creation of the Socialist
International Committee for Central
and Eastern Europe (SICEE) at the SI
Council Meeting in Athens in
February 1993, following the Berlin
Congress in 1992, underlined not
only the extraordinary historical
changes which began in 1989 but
also the enormous opportunities
which opened up for the SI to
strengthen all those movements and
parties which based their platform
on social democratic principles, in
contrast to neo-liberal policies, and
in order to play a key role in
directing the democratic transition
which is still taking place along
reformist and progressive lines.
Since its creation SICEE has

established growing cooperative ties
with an increasing number of parties
in Central and Eastern Europe,
thereby favouring the growth of the
SI’s presence in the region and
supporting the strengthening of
social democratic parties.

With each meeting, the number
of parties has grown. SICEE meetings
now include the participation of 50
parties, 30 of them from Central and
Eastern Europe. We believe this
underlines the growing presence the
SI has gained throughout the region.
At the Congress in New York many
parties from Central and Eastern
Europe joined our International.

SICEE has been collaborating
closely with the European Forum for
Solidarity and Democracy which has
been working successfully to support
the development of democratic
political parties in Central and
Eastern Europe through seminars on
political education, communication,
and training in electoral
campaigning.

The Congress opened up a second
phase towards the widening of the
presence of the SI in Russia, in the
CIS, and in the Caucasian and
Eurasian region.

What Europe will be in the future
will depend in large part on the
evolution of the transition processes
in Central and Eastern Europe.
Whether democracy, progress and
solidarity will be achieved in these
countries will depend in no small
part on us, on our ability to spread
and strengthen the values and ideals
of democratic socialism and in this
way connect them to the hopes of
millions of men and women.

THE MEDITERRANEAN

Considering that the Mediterranean
is one of the regions of our world in
which a plurality of cultures,
languages, religions, and traditions
have historically co-existed, with
different degrees of tolerance and
confrontation; that it is an area of
great potential and at the same time
a focus of serious conflicts, in which
the weight of history and tradition
must have their place in our
analysis, but must not prejudice our
commitment to building a region of
peace, cooperation and mutual
understanding;

Recognising that the Euro-
Mediterranean Conference in
Barcelona represents a big step
forward for the aspirations of the
progressive sectors in the region and
gave rise to legitimate hopes that
inequalities and injustices could be
corrected through mechanisms of



cooperation freely entered into by
the different countries attending this
historic meeting;

Noting that we see reflected in the
resolutions of the Euro-
Mediterranean Conference many of
the elements of socialist thought
such as, for instance, arms limitation
and disarmament, which can
transform the bases of regional
cooperation, in order to secure
greater peace, welfare, respect for
human rights, freedom, democracy
and education; and that this
common project has the support of
socialists and social democrats, who
bring energy and dedication to the
full implementation of the
agreements;

Conscious that the Mediterranean
region stands at a historic crossroads,
where there are still profound
inequalities and disjunctions of an
economic, social, political, cultural
and religious nature, together with a
new positive spirit of which the Euro-
Mediterranean Conference in
Barcelona was an occasion and a
symbol; that the Conference served
to create a positive spirit and was an
exceptional opportunity for the
participants to commit themselves to
a new phase of cooperation between
the northern and southern shores of
the Mediterranean;

Underlining the importance of the
contents-of the Barcelona
Declaration, because of the multi-
dimensional character of the
partnership established around the
three axes - political, economic and
social - which stands as a basic point
of reference for cooperation in the
region; that it signifies a real change,
especially in terms of the relationship
between the EU member countries of
the northern shore and the countries
of the eastern and southern shores of
the Mediterranean;

The SI considers that this new
phase in Mediterranean cooperation
is not only possible but necessary
and must be based on dialogue and
mutual trust. This challenge is a
political one, a question of the
political will to avoid fatalism or the
passive contemplation of the existing
imbalances, together with a
determined effort to overcome
inequalities. Conscious of the
difficulties which must be overcome,
we are for the introduction of a social
democratic agenda for the region,
based on a market economy which
can generate balanced development
and correct inequalities.

Europe has a great responsibility
for the positive or negative evolution
of this new phase of cooperation
based on more than 30 countries and
800 million people. It must have a

political vision appropriate to the
new times, to a new age of change,
with its particularities and its risks of
polarising tendencies: the
implementation of ultra-liberal
policies conducive to even greater
inequalities, or tendencies to state
domination and centralism for fear of
some external enemy. In order to
combat such tendencies we need to
develop the concept of subsidiarity
and move towards sub-regional
integration and making partners of
local authorities and civil society.

The end of the East-West
confrontation has led to profound
changes in the very complex field of
Mediterranean security. There are
more than enough elements present
to envisage an uncertain future, if the
structural injustice affecting the
southern shore and also preventing a
balanced relationship with the north
persists. Security requires stability
and stability requires balance. Europe
can and must contribute to this
balance, and must try, in its own
interest, to ensure that it is a
harmonious balance. The European
Union must make clear to its
Mediterranean partners that the
borders of its member states are its
external borders and that it does not
accept that they be put into question.

Insecurity is born of instability,
and this is always caused by socio-
political and economic factors. We
must therefore be more careful not to
confuse risk factors with a real
military threat - these are much
better tackled with money than arms.
It is fundamental that European
public opinion avoid the erroneous
idea that now the ‘enemy’ in the East
is no more we must invent one in
the South in order to justify a
continuing system of security.

The phenomena of radical
religious movements cause logical
concern but it is naive to believe that
a policy of repression can put an end
to fundamentalism. The strategy of
isolating those who espouse violence,
and pursuing dialogue with all
democratic forces is a good starting
point but there will not be stability
in the societies directly affected by
fundamentalism until a strong civil
society emerges, and this will only be

ssible if there is tolerance, respect

or human rights and in particular
real emancipation of women.

We are concerned that the
economic development programmes
of the Declaration have not
developed as planned. The
implementation of the agreements
entered into by the Mediterranean
countries and the European Union
must be respected. The unblocking of
the funds destined for the

Mediterranean Development
Assistance (MEDA) programmes is
essential. Equally, we must be
sensitive to the factors holding back
the process, especially, the chapter
referring to full respect for human
rights, creating the mechanisms
necessary so that such factors do not
affect the execution of the
programmes.

The third ‘pillar’ - that referring to
social and human partnership - must
be strengthened and promoted.
Mobility and exchange among the
citizens of the countries around the
Mediterranean, as an apprenticeship
in multi-culturalism, is a
fundamental stepping stone to real,
multi-dimensional cooperation
which will foster common values,
respect and understanding of
differences, and put an end to the
fear produced by ignorance and lack
of contact. This is what is needed to
guarantee balance and integration
between economic, political and
social partnership.

We consider it indispensable to
offer new opportunities to our
citizens, especially to the young -
who, concentrated mainly in the
South, make up 60 per cent of the
region’s population - guaranteeing
them access to education and
professional training so that they can
take a full part in society. Also to
offer equal opportunities, an
indispensible condition for
combatting poverty and social
inequality and preventing the
advance of fundamentalism. Only by
the strengthening of social cohesion
can we create a more just and
egalitarian context.

The SI expresses its concern at the
consequences for society and for
public health caused by the traffic in
drugs and by the high level of
consumption by young people which
is affecting their futures. In the
framework of the Euro-Mediterranean
partnership we appeal to the
European Union to make the fight
against drugs one of its priorities,
working jointly with the countries of
the southern shore and furnishing
the necessary technical and financial
assistance for the substitution of
CIOpS.

The SI also expresses its concern at
the worsening of the situation of
violence and terror in Algeria and
manifests its solidarity with the
Algerian people who have the right
to a life of peace and democracy and
to real economic and social
development. It considers that a push
towards peace is possible if there is a
real political will. The opening of a
true dialogue is an urgent necessity to
set in motion a peace process which




is indispensable for the holding of
credible elections for a legislature and
for economic recovery.

We express our full support to the
member parties in the Maghreb in all
those initiatives in favour of the
relaunching of the political,
economic and social construction of
a democratic Maghreb.

We are faced with the historic
necessity of taking a step forward in
the consolidation of a new
relationship between the
Mediterranean countries, with the
principal aim of correcting the
historic inequalities which have kept
us apart, so that we can offer a more
balanced region to the present and
coming generations. We must put the
Mediterranean on the Socialist
International’s map, in a very visible
way, making it a priority, and move
towards a renewed level of activity
which can generate new political
proposals.

The role to be played by the
European Parliament and the
parliaments of the Mediterranean in
the follow-up to the Barcelona
Conference are very important. In
this context, the SI gives its support
to the proposal of the European
Parliament of 13 October 1995,
seeking the creation of a
parliamentary forum of the
Mediterranean region formed by the
parliamentary delegations of the
patliaments of the Mediterranean
countries and of the European
Parliament.

The SI supports the accession of
Cyprus to the EU and expresses its
concern for the lack of progress and
the continuing division of the island
and calls for the implementation of
the UN Resolutions which demand
the withdrawal of foreign troops and
elements, the respect of the
independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Cyprus and the
safeguarding of the basic freedoms of
its people.

The SI calls on the United Nations
to continue the efforts to reach an
agreement based on justice and the
respect of international law, and calls
on the government of Cyprus and
the Turkish community in Cyprus to
show goodwill.

THE MIDDLE EAST

The Socialist International
champions the peaceful co-existence
of all peoples in the Middle East. This
requires the observance of the
following principles:

- Respect for human rights

- The right of peoples to self-
determination, in conformity with

the UN Charter

- The willingness for peaceful
conflict-resolution

- The commitment to pluralism in
political, ethnic and religious issues.

The SI expresses its concern about
the violation of human rights as well
as the political, ethnic and religious
intolerance in many countries of the
Middle East.

Only if the governments of all
states in the region respect and
actively put into practice the
resolutions of the United Nations and
the international treaties, can
conflicts and crises be reduced.

The struggle against terrorism
cannot be credible and successful
unless there is respect for pluralism
and democracy, freedom of opinion
and human rights. Violence may not
be answered with violence against
innocent lives.

The SI emphasizes the need for a
new framework for the establishment
of closer relations between all
countries in the Middle East and
their neighbours in Europe. The
Barcelona Declaration between the
European Union and its
Mediterranean neighbours is a
nucleus for such a framework.

Within this framework especially,
economic relations and foreign trade
between the countries of the Middle
East have to increase.

One possibility for a framework
providing for increased common
security in the Middle East may be a
Permanent Conference on Security
and Cooperation in the Middle East
along the lines of the OSCE.

I The Middle East Peace Process

Momentous events have taken place
in the Middle East since the XIXth
Congress of the SI in Berlin. Mutual
recognition between the government
of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, the signing of the
Declaration of Principles in
September 1993, the subsequent
interimn agreement on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip of September 1995,
the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, as
well as the process of regional
economic cooperation initiated at the
Casablanca and Amman Conferences
have transformed the reality of this
region, making global peace an
attainable objective for our
generation. This considerable and
historic ?rogress is a result of the
policy of the Israeli governments of
prime ministers Yitzhak Rabin and
Shimon Peres, and of our member
parties, the Israel Labour Party and
MAPAM. It is also the result of the
courageous decisions of the PLO and
its President Yasser Arafat, as well as

the work of many members of the
international community.

The Congress welcomes the
admission of the Fatah movement as
an observer party to the Socialist
International, a decision which opens
a new chapter in the relations
between the SI and the Palestinian
people.

Since the elections in Israel in
May 1996, the peace process has
entered into a difficult period. The SI
reaffirms its strong support for the
agreements signed between the Israeli
government and the PLO, and for a
comprehensive peace in the Middle
East.

On the Israeli-Palestinian track,
the most important thing is to
honour the agreements achieved
between the two sides, to fulfil all the
obligations of the interim stage,
including the removal of the closure
of the Palestinian territories and
redeployment from Hebron.
Negotiations on the permanent stage
of the peace process must start again.

The SI reaffirms its opposition to
the continuation of settlement
activities in the Palestinian territories.

The SI reaffirms the right of the
Palestinian people to self-
determination and statehood, as well
as the need to find solutions to the
complex and difficult issues of
settlements, Jerusalem and refugees.

Aware of the gravity of the
economic situation in the Palestinian
territory, and of its negative impact
on the Palestinian political scene, the
SI calls upon the international
community and the donor countries
to fulfil their pledges and face their
own responsibility. The SI urges
member parties, both in
governement and in opposition, to
emphasise the need for urgent and
increased economic assistance to the
Palestinian territories. In this context,
the SI salutes the partnership pact
contracted at the Barcelona Euro-
Mediterranean Summit of 1995 as an
important opening towards
prosperity and cooperation between
all the peoples of the area.

It is of crucial importance to
renew the talks between Israel on the
one hand and Syria and Lebanon on
the other. Those talks should be
based on the principle of Land for
Peace and on UN Security Council
resolutions 242, 338 and 425, which
must lead to peace agreements.

Particular attention must be paid
to the issue of terrorism, which has
not only exacted a heavy toll in
innocent lives, but has also
effectively disserved the cause of
peace. This terror is supported by
some political forces and states in the
area. Terror, which is to say violence



against civilians, wherever it may
come from, must be fought
relentlessly, in an international
coordinated effort of all
governments.

Il The Kurds

a) The Kurds have serious problems
in Turkey.
The Socialist International:

firmly supports all national and
international demands for rapid
progress in the democratisation
process in Turkey. Needed in
particular are far-reaching
constitutional reforms and
substantial improvements in the
human rights situation;

demands the release of all political
prisoners, including the DEP
parliamentarians;

appeals to the Turkish authorities
to open a constructive dialogue with
the country’s Kurdish citizens and
their representatives who renounce
violence;

reaffirms its conviction that a
stable and democratic Turkey is of
utmost importance for the future
development of the region and of
Europe, believing that the more
democratic Turkey becomes, the
more it can be part of democratic
European institutions;

supports the Republican People’s
Party of Turkey in its struggle to
ensure equal rights to the members
of all ethnic, cultural and religious
communities, including the Kurds.
b) The Kurds are oppressed in Iran
The Socialist International protests
against the continuing persecution of
the Kurdish population in [ran, and
specifically of the Democratic Party
of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI). The
assassination of PDKI leaders
Ghassemlou in 1989, and
Sharafkandi in 1992, took place
directly after their participation in SI
Congresses. Their presence at the SI
meetings had underlined the SI's
solidarity with the cause of the
Iranian Kurds.

Since 1993, systematic ethnic
cleansing, artillery attacks and other
hostile actions along the Iraqi borders
have forced the Kurdish population
there to seek safety in Iraqgi
Kurdistan. Even in this area, however,
Iranian troops and aircraft have
managed to carry out attacks, despite
the existence of the no-fly zone that
is supposed to be enforced by the
powers which took part in the Gulf
War.

The SI protests against these
constant violations of the human
rights of the Iranian Kurds and their
representatives, the PDKI, by the
Iranian regime.

We support initiatives to improve
the human rights situation in Iran,
such as the manifesto of the 134,
which demands the lifting of
censorship in Iran. Such initiatives
are aimed at improving living
conditions in that country.
¢) The Kurds are oppressed in Iraq
The SI advocates the continuation of
international guarantees for the
Kurds in northern Iraq, as they were
introduced by the imposition and
monitoring of the safe-haven zone
north of the 36th parallel.

d) The continuous problems and
oppression of the Kurdish people do
not justify the violent conflict
between the Kurdish factions. These
conflicts serve as a pretext for
violence against them.

The SI appeals to all politically
responsible leaders of the Kurds to
cooperate in a peaceful and
pluralistic way.

The new military conflicts in the
area inhabited by the Kurds show
that a lasting peace settlement in the
Middle East which does not also
enshrine in international law the
rights of the Kurdish people would be
incomplete and would only provide a
breeding ground for permanent
crises.

The SI calls upon all states
involved to contribute to the
peaceful solution of the Kurdish
problems. The SI condemns all
terrorist actions be they committed
against the Kurds or by Kurdish
organisations.

The Sl is deeply concerned about
military actions in Kurdish-populated
territory of northern Iraq. The SI
supports all efforts undertaken by the
United Nations to bring about a
peaceful solution to this conflict.

il Iran and Iraq

The SI calls upon all states in the
Middle East, especially Iraq and Iran,
to be peaceful members of the
international community, to
implement the resolutions of the
United Nations, to take part in the
fight against international terrorism
and to respect the human rights of
all their citizens.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN

After a long struggle against
dictatorships and military regimes,
democracy and free elections are now
a reality in the vast majority of Latin
American countries. The Socialist
International and social democratic
parties have played a leading role in
this victory, a role which has kept

them - individually or in association
with other democraiic movements in
the region - at the forefront of the
struggle to establish and develop
political democracy, respect for
human rights and peace in Latin
America.

Latin American democrats have
fought for decades against
authoritarian regimes, military coups
and the economic and social under-
development imposed under the rule
of military juntas and local
oligarchies. The region’s social
democrats have been fighting to
change this state of affairs and
promote development and social
justice.

Democracy in the region is
currently facing new challenges.
Control of traditional institutions is
now being disputed. The media, once
in the hands of a powerful few, are
now playing an increasingly
influential role in the democratic
process. Public opinion, nourished by
a greater supply of information, is
beginning to give an added
dimension to democracy that the
political party organisations have yet
to absorb. The inability of traditional
political structures to meet popular
demands for social reform has
resulted in adverse reactions to the
political parties. This is a clear
indication of the need to introduce
political reforms that will open the
way for more participatory forms of
democracy. The problems of
democracy are resolved by even
greater democracy and true socialism
is democracy extended to all areas
and levels of society.

Harsh structural adjustment
programmes accentuate the
disenchantment among the people.
The appearance of dangerous
symptoms of instability in some
countries is a cause for concern and
could have negative effects on
developments elsewhere in the
region. Democracy is the
fundamental basis of our strategy and
that is why we are fighting to
establish democracy in all areas. Our
opposition to the economic sanctions
against Cuba is based mainly on the
need to remove barriers and facilitate
a peaceful transition towards multi-
party democracy in that country.

In facing the challenge of
globalisation and the emergence of a
new economic culture, Latin America
is at a considerable disadvantage with
regard to human resources. The lack
of training in this field means that
globalisation will give rise to the de-
nationalisation of companies.in
many Latin American countries. At
the same time, the slow rate of
economic recovery will aid anti-




democratic elements who wish to
undermine the credibility of political
parties.

The Socialist International shares
the Latin American people’s concern
over worsening social problems, the
result of inadequate economic
systems based on primary products
and the imposition of unfair
international conditions. We
recognise the need to develop a
strategy based on developing human
resources. It is impossible to maintain
people’s faith in democracy when
they are suffering from hunger and
poverty. An overwhelming national
debt keeps many countries in a state
of economic weakness. This debt,
combined with increasing poverty, is
an obvious symptom of the fact that
the production base and the
international price regime restrict the
economic and social progress of the
Latin American nations.

Better social conditions are vital
for economic development, which
today depends more than ever on the
education of the population. For this
reason, the social democrats of Latin
America reject the neo-liberal
monetary strategy, which is limited
to controlling macro-economic
variables, thus maintaining the low
level of local production. This leads
to the decline of local economies,
perpetuating ignorance, fomenting
violence and other social evils,
increasing external dependency and
threatening the region with
ungovernability.

The reduction of the state and the
dismantling of welfare programmes
in most countries in the region is a
severe contradiction in view of the
need to improve the educational
training of the Latin American people
which they need to function in the
new culture of information.
Programmes for public spending cuts
therefore should not include
education, since this forms the very
foundation for the creation of
wealth.

The people of Latin America - who
must develop the conditions to be
competitive at international level -
have recognised the need to improve
and strengthen regional alliances.
Progress has been made in opening
up trade between countries in the
region and, in this respect, we
confirm the importance of Mercosur,
whose dynamism sets a standard for
the orientation of commercial
policies. Our aim is to create a true
community of nations so that
regional cooperation is transformed
into another means of achieving
sustainable progress and
development.

Regional cooperation must be

complemented by permanent efforts
to improve the technology of the
region’s productive base. The value of
goods is increasingly dependent on
the amount of technical know-how
involved in producing them.
Technological progress in regional
production is vital for the
development of democracy and the
establishment of social justice in
Latin America, a task which is
virtually impossible with the semi-
feudal production systems still
existing in many parts of the region.

The Socialist International, which
has worked to improve North-South
relations, supports the long-standing
efforts of its Latin American members
for economic cooperation and for
more fair distribution of the surplus
generated by the more developed
economies. This means making a
determined and substantial reduction
in military spending in order to
release more resources for investing
in people.

The trend towards decentralisation
- which has arisen as a result of the
new culture of information and has
even affected the more marginal
areas of the region - will require
greater civic action and more
involvement on the part of citizens
at the community level.

In the same way, we believe in the
advantage of the greater involvement
of women in the political process.
Some of our parties have made
progress in the struggle to break
down the old prejudices that are
delaying the valuable inclusion of
women in political and economic
life.

As social democrats, we reaffirm
our support for the re-establishment
of the ethical principles of democracy
in order to combat the major
problems and meet the challenges of
Latin America, and especially in
combatting the detrimental effects of
drugs - in every field and at all levels
- on institutions, safety and public
health.

Sustainable development is an
important issue in Latin America,
where major battles are being fought
to protect the environment. The
deforestation of the Amazon Basin,
over-fishing and pollution are the
consequences of economic policies
based on economic ultra-liberalism,
the social irresponsibility of certain
companies and the profit motive as
the overriding criterion of the
economy.

The Socialist International is
pleased by the progress made in the
peace negotiations in Guatemala and
the resumption of the democratic
process in Haiti. It is also pleased that
the efforts of the Central American

people have resulted in the
establishment - for the longest period
in their history - of freely elected
governments. During the
accomplishment of this task, the
Socialist International has
maintained its active support for the
movements committed to the
promotion of democracy and social
justice throughout Latin America and
the Caribbean.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Half the world’s population will soon
be living in towns and cities. For
urban populations, the municipality
is both the place in which they live
and where they confront the basic
problems of everyday life. But
because power is at its most
accessible and most easily identifiable
at the level of the municipality, this
also makes it the ideal place to
promote contact between citizens
and their elected representatives.

In countries throughout the
world, there is an increasing
preference for socialist-run local
authorities. In many countries, the
strength of the socialist movement is
largely based on well-established
local organisations. But this strength
is also a major responsibility and it is
essential that elected representatives
prove they are worthy of the trust
placed in them.

In response to our changing
societies, modern socialism must be
based on a simpler and more
‘horizontal’ system of organisation
and concern itself with the problems
of everyday urban life. Because it is
strongly committed to freedom,
peace, progress and development
beneficial to all, the Socialist
International is determined to
approach the 21st century with a
heightened awareness of the
problems faced by ordinary citizens.

To this end, the SI organised a
major conference on the theme of
“The Urban Face of Socialism’, held in-
Bologna, Italy, on 28-29 January
1995. The two-day conference was
attended by 300 mayors and other
delegates from 53 countries who,
after much debate, adopted the 21-
point Bologna Declaration. They also
agreed to pursue the issue and to take
positive steps to humanise the urban
environment. One such initiative was
the launching in Istanbul, on 5 June
1996, of the SI Committee on Local
Authorities, within the context of
HABITAT II, the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements.

The Bologna Declaration considers
urban problems within the general
context of the momentous changes



that are taking place worldwide: the
world economy, the age of
information, the dissolution of
political and military blocs, the
strengthening of international
institutions. Unfortunately, all this
has not necessarily resulted in the
creation of more equitable economic
and social balances between the
regions or between the inhabitants
within regions. On the contrary, the
gulf continues to widen between
those who have prospered and those
left behind by these changes.

At the same time, local and
regional authorities are becoming
much stronger, as economic entities
and in terms of their collective
identity and political involvement.
But towns and cities also provide the
most visible manifestation of the
contradictions within our societies:
the contradiction between
development and protection of the
environment, between waste and
poverty, between the concept of
freedom and the reality of exclusion.

Towns and cities have the
potential for developing democracy
at local level, for involving citizens in
the management of public affairs and
strengthening an integrated and
collective identity. This aspect of
democracy and citizenship formed
the subject of a special report at the
Committee meeting in Istanbul.

The Socialist International
demands that local authorities
worldwide be democratically elected
by the people and not appointed by
central governments.

The men and women living in the
world’s towns and cities have and
must have equal political and social
rights. The true affirmation of
citizenship is legal equality regardless
of nationality or ethnic origin, the
right of all inhabitants and their
families to participate in the political
life of the local community, and
equal access - in real terms and for all
citizens - to the basic services offered
by the town or city in which they
live.

Towns and cities are ideally suited
to democratic innovation, since this
is where the direct relationship
between electors and representatives
has the greatest potential, where
public administration is much more
accessible and where direct
consultation is more easily achieved.

Of course, it is the responsibility
of individual states to introduce
policies that ensure social cohesion
and the protection of the rights and
freedoms of the population. But the
local authorities must be given the
powers and financial resources
necessary to introduce practical
policies that are beneficial to their

citizens, for example, in the fields of
health, education, environment,
safety, housing, and public transport
and to combat poverty.

It is essential to promote solidarity
between rich and poor towns and
cities. It is also fundamentally
important to design and promote
models for development that
encourage a more sparing use of
resources and mutually supportive
relations between rich and poor
towns and cities.

It is unfortunately all too obvious
that unemployment, social
marginalisation and the informal
economy create an obstacle to the
rights of citizenship. While national
and regional governments are
responsible for promoting economic
development, for bridging the gap
between the official and unofficial
economies and for creating greater
job opportunities, local authorities
can usefully intervene in the field of
job-creation by introducing active
policies in such fields as local services,
urban ecology, the maintenance of
infrastructures and equipment, public
works policies, etc.

During the HABITAT II
Conference, the SI clearly expressed
its support for the right of every
individual to reasonable
accommodation.

The housing problem is
particularly relevant since, along with
health, employment and family
structure, it is central to the
preoccupations of urban populations.
It is also of direct concern to the
public authorities within the context
of their development and planning
policies. Housing plays a crucial role
in the creation of a good-quality
environment, in the attractiveness
and therefore the image presented by
a particular town or city.

The Socialist International
welcomes the holding of the World
Assembly on Cities and Local
Authorities in Istanbul, as well as the
participation of local authorities in
the HABITAT II Conference. These
initiatives open the way for new
courses of action at the international
level that recognise urban
populations and local authorities as
part of the system of the United
Nations and other international
organisations.

The Socialist International intends to
promote the dialogue between local
and regional socialist representatives,
and their federations, in the context
of international events.

Following the Bologna
Conference, the Socialist
International will also be periodically
organising major conferences for local
and regional socialist representatives.

THE UNITED NATIONS AND
OUR INTERNATIONAL

This Congress is meeting in New York
in recognition of the crucial role of
the United Nations in today’s world.
Four years ago the Socialist
International held its Congress in a
newly reunited Berlin, a symbol of
freedom for people around the world.
Today, the United Nations is not only
a symbol of the global yearning for
peace, it is the principal institution
for promoting international
cooperation at a time when it is
needed most. Our International is
pleased and grateful for the
opportunity to hold its Congress at
UN headquarters and we stand ready
to continue supporting and
strengthening the United Nations in
the spirit of a common effort to
secure a better world for all.
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Patriotic Front for Progress, FPP
Abel Goumba

COLOMBIA

Democratic Alliance, M-19
Carlos Franco Echavarria
Fabio Villa
Gustavo Petro Urrego

Fernando Herndndez

EL SALVADOR

Democratic Party, PD
Ana Guadalupe Martinez
Eduardo Sancho
Joaquin Villalobos

HAITI
Lavalas Political Organisation, OPL
Gérard Pierre-Charles

HUNGARY
Hungarian Social Democratic Party,
MSzDP

Laszlé Kapolyi

INDIA

Janata Dal
Madhu Dandavate
K. Yadava Reddy

IRAN
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan,
PDKI

Abdullah Hassanzadeh

Ghacem Hosseini

A Aliyar

FORMER YUGOSLAY REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA
Social Democratic Union of Macedonia,
SDUM

llinka Mitreva

Alil Dzaferovsky

MOLDOVA
Social Democratic Party of Moldova,
MSDP

Edgar Vulpe

MONTENEGRO
Social Democratic Party of Montenhegro,
SDPM

Zarko Rakcevic

Dragisa Bursan

Vladimir Radulovic

TERRITORIES UNDER
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
Fatah

Nasser Al Kidwa

llan Halevi

Marwan Jilani

SLOVENIA

Social Democratic Party, SDS
Janez Jansa
Miha Brejc
Barbara Medved

FRATERNAL ORGANISATIONS

International Falcon Movement/ Socialist
Educational International, IFM/SEI
Mehry Moussavi
Nayerh Taiel:]‘edi
Nasser Rashidi
Hossein Madani

International Union of Socialist Youth,
Usy

Alfred Gusenbauer

Nicola Zingaretti

Alfredo Lazzeretti

Karim Baloul

Javier Cha

Ofer Dekel

Raju R?! Joshi

Heiko Kretschmer

Monika Dryemadhi
Franklin Leon Blanco
Gabriela Leu

Jamila Madeira

Rita Ottervik

Mishra Sunilam
Alejandra Vazquez
Fabio Villa

Andres Ygeman

Luis Pedro Martins
Roberto Mionis
Ahtonio Mondragon
Rolando Llamas

Socialist International Women, SIW
Marléne Haas
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ASSOCIATED ORGANISATIONS

Group of the PES, European Parliament
Pauline Green
Luigi Colajanni
Manuel Medina
Nadia Van Hamme

Labour Sports International, CSIT
Maurice Deveen

International League of Religious Socialists
Evert Svensson
Judy Deutsch
Jeffrey A. Gea
John Martin Winter

Andrew Hammer

Party of European Socialists, PE
Jean-Francois Vallin !

Jewish Labor Bund, |LB
Esther Lokiec
Benjamin Nadel
Harry Kupferstein

World Labour Zionist Movement, WLZM
David Lehrer
Adele Grubart
Elyas Frymer
N%'tza Ranz

S| Secretariat
Latifa Perry
Justina Pang
Gabriela Shepherd
Hugh O’Shaughnessy
Fred Smith
Doug Payne
Vanessa Eyre
Rita Lintz
Kathrin Wichterich
Eva Olofsson

GUESTS - INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS /PARTIES

American Federation of Labour/Congress
of Industrial Organizations, AFL-CIO
Phil Fishman

COPPPAL
Maria Emilia Farias Mackey
Alejandra Latapi Renner

EurocEean Forum for Democracy and
Solidari

Conny Fredriksson

Dasa Sasic Silovic

Friedrich Ebert Foundation, FES
Ernst Kerbusch
Ernst Stetter
Reinhard Keune
Dieter Dettke

International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions, ICFTU

Bill Jordan

Beatrice von Roemer

Jean Jaurés Foundation
Gilles Finchelstein
Lyne Cohen-Solal
Jean-Michel Rosenfeld
Bernard Masset
Mordechai Schenhav

Karl Renner Institute
Erich Froschi
Lisl Kauer

Liberal International
Jan Weijers

Olof Palme International Centre
Sven Eric Soder

Polisario Front
Ahmed Boukhari
Moulud Said

SAMAK
Tom Saxén

World Health Organisation, WHO
Cristina Torres

AFGHANISTAN
Afghanistan Social Democratic Party
Anwar Ahady

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA
Union of Bosnian and Herzegovinian
Social Democrats, UBSD

Mevlida Kunosic-Viajic

BRAZIL

Workers’ Party, PT
Marco Aurélio Garcia
Jorge Mattose

BURMA
National League for Democracy,
NLD (LA)

Win Khet

U Ba Thaung

Yuzana Khin

CAMBODIA

FUNCINPEC
Thuch Ly
Boramy Lean

CONGO
Assembly for Democracy and Social
Progress, RDPS
Jean Pierre Thystere-Tchicaya
Paul Tchignoumba

CROATIA

Social Democratic Party, SDP
Tonino Picula
Gordana Grbic

CROATIA

Social Democratic Union, SDU
Olga Horvat
Danko Suvar
Aleksander Filipovic

CROATIA
Social Democratic Action of Croatia, ASH
Marin Gerskovic

CUBA
Social Democratic Party
Antonio Santiago

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Santo Domingo Accord
José Gonzalez Espinoza
Rafael Trinidad
Rafael Lantigua
Mario Montes de Oca

EL SALVADOR
Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front, FMLN

Salvador Sanchez Ceren
Maria Marta C Valladares
Joaquin Mauricio Chavez

JAPAN

New Frontier Party
Takashi Yonezawa
Otohiko Endo
Akira Imaizumi
Takashi Oka

JORDAN
Hasan Abu-Nimah

KENYA
Forum for the Restoration of Democracy,
FO

Raila Odinga
Mathew Okwanda
Joseph Mancho

NICARAGUA
Sandinista Renewal Movement, MRS
Ricardo Zambrana Diaz

POLAND
Polish Socialist Party, PPS
Piotr lkonowicz
Maria Walczyniska-Rechmal
Leszek Knap
Luzanna Dgbraosha-lkonowicz

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Russian Social Democratic Union, RSDU
Pavel Kudyukin
Dimitri Myslivchenko
Alexandre Pyjikov

RWANDA
Social Democratic Party, PSD
Charles Ntakirutinka

SOUTH AFRICA
African National Congress, ANC
Cheryl Carolus

UKRAINE

Social Democratic Party of Ukraine, SDPU
Youriy Buzdugan
Evgeniy Marchuk
Olena Skomorochtchenko

URUGUAY

New Space Party, PNE
Felipe Michelini
Carlos Mary
Victor Treschant

USA
National Democratic Institute, NDI
Ken Wollack

ZIMBABWE
Zimbabwe African National Union,
ZANU-PF

Machivenyika T Mapuranga

GUESTS-INDIVIDUALS

Shridath Ramphal
Dieter Koniecki

llir Meta

Phil Noble

Philip Bokov

Ivan Rybkin

Klaus Lindenberg
Stuart Holland

Robert Bernard
Frédéric Kibassa-Maliba



Following the Mongolian Social
Democratic Party’s election success
(see page 84), Party Leader
Radnaasumberel Gonchigdorj
became President of the State Great
Khural (Parliament).

_ Alfred Sant, leader of the Malta

Labour Party, is Malta’s new prime
minister, elected in October. Deputy

prime minister and minister of
foreign affairs in the new Labour
cabinet is George Vella. Among the
other new ministers is Leo Brincat,
the Malta Labour Party’s
international secretary, who became
minister for commerce.

Thorbjern Jagland, leader of the
Norwegian Labour Party, replaced
Gro Harlem Brundtland as prime

minister on her resignation in
October. He appointed a cabinet
whose new members include Jens
Stoltenberg, a deputy leader of the
Labour Party, as finance minister.
Frode Forfang, international
secretary of the Norwegian Labour
Party, was appointed state secretary
in the ministry of foreign affairs.
The party’s new international
secretary is Tonje Westby.

In Argentina the Popular Socialist
Party has this year been celebrating
the centenary of the foundation in
1896 of the country’s socialist
movement by Juan B Justo, a

surgeon and academic who returned
from study in Europe inspired by
the work of European socialists and
trade unionists.

Ramén Rubial, president of the
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party,
PSOE, celebrated his 90th birthday
on 28 October 1996, in the presence
of many leaders and members of
the PSOE, and guests including the
president of the Socialist
International.

The long political career of
Ramoén Rubial began 76 years ago
when he started work and joined a
trade union at the age of fourteen,
soon becoming active in the
socialist movement. During the
long period of dictatorship in Spain,
he spent more than twenty years in
prison and many more years under
surveillance, before the restoration
of democracy, the re-establishment
of the PSOE, its election to
government in 1982 and
subsequent fourteen years in office,
in all of which he played a leading
role.

Ramon Rubial with Pierre Mauroy
and Felipe Gonzdlez at his 90th
birthday celebration in Madrid
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The Socialist International

Maritime House
Old Town
Clapham

London SW4 OJW
United Kingdom

Telephone
(44 171) 627 4449

Telefax
(44 171) 720 4448/498 1293

E-Mail
socint@gn.apc.org

World Wide Web
http://www.gn.apc.org/socint/

ABOUT THE
SOCIALIST
INTERNATIONAL

The Socialist International is the worldwide organisation of socialist,
social democratic and labour parties. It is the oldest and largest
international political association and now brings together 139
parties and organisations from all continents. The Socialist
International, whose origins go back to the early international
organisations of the labour movement of the last century, has existed
in its present form since 1951 when it was re-established at the
Frankfurt Congress.

The International provides its members with a forum for political
action, policy discussion, dialogue and exchange. Its statements and
decisions advise member organisations and the international
community of censensus views within the global family of socialist,
social democratic and labour parties and organisations.

The late Willy Brandt, former chancellor of Germany, was
president of the Socialist International from 1976 to 1992.

Pierre Mauroy, former prime minister of France, was elected
president in 1992 and re-elected by the International’s XX Congress
in 1996. Luis Ayala (Chile), who was first elected secretary general by
the Stockholm Congress in 1989, was re-elected by the Congress in
1996.

The Congress, which meets every three years, and the Council
(including all member parties and organisations), which meets twice
a year, are the supreme decision-making bodies of the Socialist
International. Meetings of the presidium and party leaders are also
held from time to time, as well as special conferences on particular
topics and issues.

Committees and study groups have been established for work on
Africa; Asia and the Pacific; Central and Eastern Europe; Economic
Policy, Development and the Environment; Human Rights; Latin
America and the Caribbean; Local Authorities; the Mediterranean; the
Middle East; Peace, Security and Disarmament; and Finance and
Administration. These committees and study groups have specific
programmes of work and meet regularly. The Socialist International
also frequently sends missions and delegations to various countries or
regions.

The Socialist International, as a non-governmental organisation,
has consultative status (Category 1) with the United Nations, and
works internationally with many other organisations.




Full member parties

Social Democratic PartE/, PSD, Albania

Socialist Forces Front, FFS, Algeria

Popular Socialist Party, PSP, Argentina

People’s Electoral Movement, MEP, Aruba

Australian Labor Party, ALP =

Social Democratic Party of Austria, SPO

Barbados Labour Pa

Socialist Party, PS, Belgium

Socialist Party, SP, Belgium

Revolutionarz Left Movemnent, MIR, Bolivia

Democratic Labour Party, PDT, Brazil

Bulgarian Social Democratic Party, BSDP

Party for Democracy and Progress, PDP, Burkina Faso

New Democratic Party, NDP/NPD, Canada

African Independence Party of Cape Verde, PAICY

Party for Democracy, PPD, Chile

Social Democratic Radical Party, PRSD, Chile

Socialist Party of Chile, PS

National Liberation Party, PLN, Costa Rica

Movement for a New Antilles, MAN, Curacao

EDEK Socialist Party of Cygrus

Czech Social Democratic Party, CS5D

Social Democratic Party, Denmark

Dominican Revolutionary Party, PRD, Dominican Republic

Democratic Left Party, PID, Ecuador

National Demacratic Party, NDP, Egypt

Moddukad, Estonia

Finnish Social Democratic Party, SDP

Socialist Party, PS, France

Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD

The Labour Party, Great Britain

Panhellenic Socialist Movement, PASOK, Greece

Social Democratic Paréy, PSD, Guatemala

Party of the National Congress of Democratic Movements,
KONAKOM, Haiti

Revolutionary Progressive Nationalist Party of Haiti, PANPRA

Hungarian Socialist Party, M5zP

Social Democratic Party, Iceland

The Labour Party, Ireland

Israel Labour Partsr

United Workers’ Party of Israel, MAPAM

Democratic Party of the Left, PDS, ltal

Italian Democratic Socialist Party, PSD

Italian Socialists, SI

Ivory Coast Popular Front, FPI

People’s National Party, PNP, Jamaica

Social Democratic Party, SDP, Japan

Latvian Social Democratic Workers’ Party, LSDSP

Progressive Socialist Party, PSP, Lebanon

Lithuanian Social Democratic Party, LSDP

Luxembourg Socialist Workers’ Party, LSAP/POSL

Democratic Action Party, DAP, Malaysia

Malta Labour Part

Mauritius Labour Party

Party of Democratic Revolution, PRD, Mexico

Mongoiian Social Democratic Party, MSDP

Socialist Union of Popular Forces, USFP, Morocco

Labour Party, PvdA, Netherlands

New Zealand Labour Party, NZLP

Sandinista National Liberation Front, FSLN, Nicaragua

Social Democratic and Labour Party, SDLP, Northern Ireland

Norwegian Labour Party, DNA

Revolutionary Febrerista Party, PRF, Paragua

Social Democracy of the Re;s:)ublic of Poland, SdRP

Union of Labour, UP, Polan -

Socialist Party, PS, Portugal

Puerto Rican Independence Party, PIP

San Marino Socialist Party, PSS

Socialist Party, PS, Senegal

Party of the Democratic Left, SDL, Slovak Republic

Social Democratic Party of Slovakia, SDSS

United List of Social Democrats , ZL, Slovenia

Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party, PSOE

Swedish Social Democratic Party, SAP

Social Democratic Party of Switzerland

Constitutional Democratic Assembly, RCD, Tunisia

Republican People’s Party, CHP, Turke

Democratic Socialists of America, DSA, USA

Social Democrats USA, SDUSA

Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela

Consultative parties

Radical Civic Union, UCR, Argentina

Social Democratic Front, SDF, Cameroon

Liberal Party of Colombia, PLC

Dominica Labour Party

Convergence for Social Democracy, CPDS, Equatorial Guinea
Fiji Labour Party

Gabonese Party for Progress, PGP

SIUMUT, Greenland

Working People’s Alliance, WPA, Guyana

Party for National Unity, VITM, Madagascar
African Pa&y for Solidarity and Justice, ADEMA/PAS], Mali
Mauritius Militant Movement, MMM

Institutional Revolutionary Party, PRI, Mexico
Frelimo Party, Mozambique

Nepali Congress Party

Party for Democracy and Socialism of Niger, PNDS
Pakistan People’s Party, PPP

Democratic Revolutionary Party, PRD, Panama
Peruvian Aprista Party, PAP

Philippines Democratic Socialist Party, PDSP
Democratic Party of Romania, PD

Romanian Social Democratic Party, PSDR

St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party

St. Lucia Labour Party, SLP

Unity Labour Party, St. Vincent & the Grenadines
Popular Unity Movement, MUP, Tunisia

Party for People’s Government, PGP, Uruguay
People’s Electoral Movement, MEP, Venezuela

Observer parties

Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, MPLA
ARF Armenian Socialist Party

Social Democratic Party of Azerbaijan, SDPA

Democratic Union of Progressive Forces, UDFP, Benin
Movement for Democracy and Social Progress, MDPS, Benin
Social Democratic Party, SDP BiH, Bosnia & Herzegovina
Botswana National Front, BNF

Patriotic Front for Progress, FPP, Central African Republic
M-19 Democratic Alliance, Colombia

Democratic Party, PD, El Salvador

Citizen’s Union of Georgia, CUG

Lavalas Political Organisation, OPL, Haiti

Hungarian Social Democratic Party, M5zDP

Janata Dal, India

Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, PDKI, Iran

Social Democratic Union of Macedonia, SDUM, Former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia
Social Democratic Party of Moldova
Social Democratic Party of Montenegro, SDPM
Fatah, Territories under Palestinian Authority
Social Democratic Party of Slovenia, SDS

Fraternal organisations

International Falcon Movement/Socialist Educational International,

IFM/SEI
International Union of Socialist Youth, 1USY
Socialist International Women, SIW

Assoclated organisations

Asia-Pacific Socialist Organisation, APSO
Group of the Party of European Socialists of the European
Parliament

{nt?ErgaE)tli’onal Federation of the Socialist and Democratic Press,

International League of Religious Socialists

International Union of Socialist Democratic Teachers, IUSDT
Jewish Labour Bund, |LB

Labour Sports International, CSIT

Party of European Socialists, PES

World Labour Zionist Movement, WLZM
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Hugh O'Shaughnessy

Personal Views:
Politics, Peace and
Reconciliation in
Northern Ireland

by John Hume

with introduction by Douglas
Gageby and foreword by
Senator Edward M. Kennedy

Dublin, Town House and Country
House, 1996
ISBN 1 86059 023 3

When people are tempted to lose
hope about any end being
reached to the centuries-old
conflict in the six counties which
presently constitute Northern
Ireland they should turn to the
leader of the Social Democratic
and Labour Party.

The depth of his knowledge of
the situation, the steadfastness of
his commitment to a peaceful
outcome to a crisis whose roots
are to be found in the twelfth
century - or possibly earlier - and
his determination to continue
talking with his political
opponents are deep. Indeed they
are more than that, they are little
short of miraculous.

Hume was born in poverty in
Derry in 1937, the eldest of the
seven children of an
unemployed man and his wife.
The latter was a powerful
personality but one who, Hume
recounts, had not had the
chance of going to school.

Hume’s first excursion into
public life was in 1960 when he
helped to found a local credit
union with four people and
seven pounds. (Now it has
14,000 members and assets of
£21 million.) Thereafter he took

part in the civil rights movement
which took shape in his city and
in 1970 he gathered with a small
group of colleagues to found the
SDLP, to press for an end to the
political injustice in Northern
Ireland and a united Ireland
based on consensus not violence.

No one person can claim more
credit than John Hume for the
political progress in Northern
Ireland and for the fact that the
violence which has claimed the
lives of 3,000 people in recent
decades is not worse.

In this short book he acheives
a very difficult feat. He has
written something that makes
the complex situation in the
territory readily accessible to the
newcomer while giving much
food for thought for those of us
who have grown up with the
clash of culture between those,
mainly catholics, who want the
reunification of Northern Ireland
with the rest of Ireland and
those, mainly protestants, who
wish to keep Northern Ireland

-within the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. In doing this he can
draw on a busy cosmopolitan life
which takes him from leading a
political party to representing his
constituents in the Westminster
parliament, from safeguarding
their interests in the European
Parliament to- lobbying in
Washington, Boston and New
York and the many other place
where doors are open to him.

Early in the book and with
subtlety he tackles the
contradictions, real and
imagined, of the situation. ‘Some
of the contradictions are real’, he
says. ‘London for its part,
exercises a reluctant sovereignty
in Northern Ireland, while
Dublin maintains a somewhat
reluctant claim to that
sovereignty’.

He then goes into a simply
stated but illuminating analysis of
the fears and phobias of the
principal actors in the situation.
Again and again he comes back to
the fact that if the countries of
Europe, whose armies only a few
decades ago were slaughtering
each other, can come together in
a political union then the same
can be done in Ireland.

He is a great admirer of Martin
Luther King whose best words he
plucks to apply them to the
Northern Irish situation. For
instance: “When an individual is
no longer a true participant, when
he no longer feels a sense of
responsibility to his society,the
content of democracy is
emptied...when the social system
does not build security but
introduces peril, inexorably the
individual is impelled to pull
away from a soulless society. This
produces alienation - perhaps the
most pervasive and insidious
development in contemporary
society’.

JOHN
HUME

4
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WOMEN & POLITICS
Issue 2-3/1996

1996 which was presented to the Conference. The Executive Committee of SIW,
consisting of its President, 16 regional Vice-Presidents and General Secretary were elected
by the Conference and are listed below.

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT
1992 1996

Mariene Haas

This inter-conference period
lasted four years instead of
three. 1 took over as General
Secretary from Maria Jonas in
February 1995. She had not only
left the secretariat in good order
which made things much easier
for me, but had also donated a
power book and portable printer
to SIW. This meant a nice start
for me in a challenging job.

The period that lies behind
us has been a memorable one:
we saw the rise of social
democratic women'’s
organisations in Central and Eastern Europe and the end of apartheid in South Africa.

In November 1994, SIW met for the first time in an Eastern European country. In
Budapest we discussed the situation of women as migrants and refugees. This was also the
largest Bureau meeting in the history of SIW with nearly 80 delegates and guests.

In July 1995, SIW held an historic Bureau meeting in Cape Town, South Africa, in
cooperation with the African National Congress Women'’s League. The main theme of this
meeting was ‘Women’s education - the key to economic development’.

Cape Town was also the starting point for a new way of working: the introduction of
2 panel debate with questions to the key-note speakers. This enables us to profit more
from the knowledge of the guest speakers. The usual contributions from delegates take
place on the second day of the Bureau meeting. This concept works well and gives more
credit to the speakers.

As agreed at the last SIW Conference in Berlin, proposals to improve the procedures
regarding candidatures to. the Executive Committee were prepared by the Executive and
adopted by the Bureau. This has resulted in a smooth preparation of the elections.

Another subject that drew our constant attention is the rather poor representation of
women within the Socialist International. As yet there is only one woman vice-chair of
zn SI Committee and no woman chair. Participation of women at SI Councils varies
between 20 and 30 per cent. After a discussion on this issue at the Council in Cape Town,
it was agreed that the SIFAC Committee would come up with a recommendation on the
representation of women within the Socialist International. The SIW Executive
Committee was charged with drafting a text. As a result, the SI Council in Brussels, in
December 1995, adopted a recommendation which states that ‘delegations to meetings of
the Socialist International consisting of more than one person should be composed of at
least one member of each gender and parties should be asked to ensure that delegations
have a gender balance. The Socialist International should commit itself to achieving
gender balance among its committee chairs and vice-chairs by ensuring that more women
are appointed to these positions (...)’. Yet another small step towards more equality.

[n general cooperation with the Socialist International is developing satisfactorily.

left to right: Marléne Haas, Nafis
Sadik, Dolors Renau

Steve Oliver
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Statuto
Women

meetings of Socialist International
eld between September 1992 and

September 1996

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

November
February

May
October

December

March

May

August

November

February

July

September

December

February

Executive meeting in Lille, France

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Athens,
Greece, on ‘Women in changing economic systems’
Executive meeting and regional meeting in Buenos
Aires, Argentina on ‘Women and Work’

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Lisbon,
Portugal on “Women and violence in society’
Executive meeting and Regional meeting in
Washington, USA on ‘Women, environment and
sustainable development’

Executive meeting and Regional meeting in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic on ‘Women and
politics’

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Tokyo,
Japan, on ‘Ideological changes - continuing male
dominance’

Executive meeting and Regional meeting in Ankara,
Turkey on ‘Women and democracy’

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Budapest,
Hungary on * Women changing places’

Executive meeting and Regional meeting in Tunis,
Tunisia on ‘The role of women in the development
of the Mediterranean - working together for peace,
stability and security’

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Cape
Town, South Africa on “Women’s education - the key
to economic development

Executive meeting in Charleroi, Belgium and
Regional meeting in Antwerp, Belgium on ‘Women
for peace in the former Yugoslavia’

Executive meeting and Bureau meeting in Brussels,
Belgium on ‘ Socialist women in the nineties and
beyond - new ways of organising’

Executive meeting and Regional meeting in
Birmingham, Great Britain on ’ The change in
women's voting patterns’

On the occasion of the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing SIW
published a brochure on the quota for women. So far more than 40 SI member parties
have introduced a quota system for women. Quota have been and certainly will remain

in the focus of our attention.

Unfortunately, our member
organisations are facing increasing financial
problems which is reflected in the drop in
donations to the Gabriele Proft Fund. It is
also becoming more and more difficult for
member organisations to host SIW meetings:
another reason for having more women
represented in powerful positions.

Our magazine Women and Politics has
proven to be a useful way to communicate
our ideas and thoughts. With so many new
parties becoming members of the socialist
family reading Women and Politics has
become indispensable to keep informed.

RESOLUTION

Equality in the new
millennium

Socialist International Women recognises
that the most significant phenomenon of our
century is the women’s movement, which
has radically changed social and
interpersonal relationships and cultures,
introducing a real and lasting revolution by
peaceful means.

Women have imposed themselves as a
new political force through constant
networking, pursuing a policy of solidarity
and introducing new issues onto the world’s
political agenda.

Women are called upon to face the new
challenges of our time:
¢ the globalisation of the economy and
trade;
¢ the widening gap between growth and
democracy;

e the widening economic gap between the
haves and have nots; and growingpoverty;

e the increasing and fast development of
new technologies;

e the contradictions in the promotion of
real sustainable and human-centred
development;

¢ the unregulated policies of structural adjustment and the general crisis of the welfare
state. Women also have to face the problems of the reemergence of nationalism,
fundamentalism, and ethnic rivalries and conflicts.
None of the challenges of this epoch can be faced and solved without the participation
of women, the contribution of their ideas, and without recognising the gender dimension.
SIW strongly supports the recommendations of the UN Fourth World Conference on
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Women for a policy of empowerment of women, because the full participation of women
in decision-making is fundamental not only for achieving trué democracy, but also in
order to face the challenges of the new millennium.

The advancement of women is an essential issue for the harmonious flourishing of
society. The advancement of the status of women cannot be conceived of without peace,
without tolerance, the necessary conditions to build upon, for the development of the
human race, for economic and social development. The resolution of women’s problems
therefore has a fundamentally political origin and depends on a political will which can
only be made concrete through the effects of laws and the great dialogue of civilisations.

The UN World Conferences on Human Rights in Vienna (1993), Population and
Development in Cairo (1994), the Social Summit in Copenhagen and the Fourth World
Conference on Women in Beijing (1995) recognised and reaffirmed that ‘women’s rights
are human rights’ and that they are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of
universal human rights. However, a large gap still exists between the recognition of these
rights, and their effective enjoyment by women.

SIW calls on all governments to actively promote and protect women’s human rights.
SIW also calls for universal ratification of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women by the year 2000 and strongly supports the
drafting of the Optional Protocol to the convention. SIW also calls for ratification of other
international conventions concerning civil and political rights, such as the Convention
against Torture, the Convention for the Prevention of War Crime and Crimes against
Humanity and social rights under the Conventions of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) that protect all workers.

In many societies women suffer great difficulty in securing their human rights. They
are often victims of violence, sexual abuse and rape, particularly in armed conflicts.
Sexual exploitation often becomes a real kind of slavery. The widespread advance
of AIDS today sees women increasingly affected. More generally, women are not
always ensured proper education and training, health care and adequate
information about sexual and reproductive rights. Women are particularly
affected by growing unemployment and a lack of sufficient economic resources
which makes their living conditions and those of their children worse. SIW
reiterates its political commitment to combat any kind of violation of human
rights of women. '

Children are the most vulnerable human beings and therefore child
oppression needs special attention. Millions of children across the world are
exploited in work. Child labour is becoming a global problem and at the same
time an important part of many economies. We have to commit ourselves to
securing a sound education and a safe future for our children.

In particular, SIW shares the concern of the UN Fourth World Conference on
Women that the position and rights of the girl child should be protected and
ensured. Steps have to be taken to secure the reproductive health of girls through
counselling and access to sexual and reproductive health information. Efforts
must be made to abolish female genital mutilation, female infanticide and
prenatal sex selection.

Any kind of sexual abuse or exploitation of children and minors must be
firmly prevented. At an international level, legal and political cooperation must
be introduced to ensure their safety.

SIW urges all SI member parties, women'’s organisations and organisations
working for human rights to press governments and parliaments to adopt strict
legislation against trafficking in women, children and minors for prostitution and child-
pornography.

SIW also emphasises the importance of amending laws to make the possession of
child-pornography illegal. SI member parties should take initiatives for such legislation as
a matter of urgency.

SIW also demands that INTERPOL develops more efficient means to stop the
trafficking in women, children and minors. All cases must be investigated thoroughly and

Newly-elected President, Audrey
McLaughlin (left) and Vice-
President, Sharon Dijksma
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international trafficking networks must be revealed.

The emergence of neoliberalism has reinforced the subordinate status of women

especially in developing countries and countries in transition. It has facilitated the rapid
increase in numbers of migrant, flexible, informal and child labour which are largely
unprotected by economic and labour laws and policies. These workers in many countries
are mostly women and girls - exploited by capitalists
who reap huge profits from their very cheap labour.
In many developing countries, the feminisation of
child labour is a reality. The gender-blind term ‘child
labour’ misleads people into assuming that the
situation for all child workers is the same. In reality, it
affects girl-child workers more heavily and negatively.
Added to their work, patriarchal biases also expect girls
to be more involved in house and family work than
boys. Thus, girls are generally more burdened with
work than boys. The worst form of child labour is in
the sex industry, which subjects children (often girls)
not only to sexual exploitation but in many instances
they also become victims of physical violence, rape
and even murder. The feminisation of child labour
therefore cannot be ignored.
Children being the most vulnerable need special
attention. Millions of children are exploited as child
workers. While child labour is becoming a global
problem, it is also an important contributor to many
economies: for families in abject poverty, their means
of survival. Child labour is a complex issue that requires a comprehensive approach. It
cannot be divorced from the socio-economic and political conditions that facilitate its
growth. Much care should be taken in addressing this and focus needs to be placed on the
situation of girl-child workers.

We have to commit ourselves to securing a sound education and a safe future for our
children. Child labour does not only rob children of their childhood. In many cases it robs
them of their future. Consequently, our own: future.

Our aim is gender democracy. This aim must be achieved in society, but it must also be
fulfilled in our respective parties. Parties which do not democratise the gender ratio within
their own ranks are not truly democratic. SIW, inspired by previous SI resolutions, demands
that SI member parties increase to 50 per cent women’s representation in decision-making
bodies.

PROGRAMME OF ACTION

The Action Programme of Socialist International Women is an agenda for women's
advancement in the inter-conference period from 1996 to 1999. Strengthening the social,
economic and political role of women is our political project towards the start of the third
millennium.

At the UN Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, countries agreed that
advancement of women and achievement of gender equality are matters of human rights
and a condition for social justice. SIW should address the existing inequalities in the
following fields. .

Women's rights as human rights

In Beijing governments reaffirmed the universality of human rights and explicitly accepted
the principle that women’s rights are human rights. Despite this, discrimination against
women still persists due to the interplay of patriarchal, cultural and class biases. Women
face discrimination in different forms and in varying degrees. In education, employment
and politics, women continue to be marginalised and subordinated. Violence against
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women also comes in different forms - domestic violence, rape, incest, sexual abuse and
exploitation and trafficking.

The onset of the neoliberal ideology has aggravated the situation of women with the
emergence of new trends in the world of work - migration, flexibility, informalisation and
child labour. This is particularly true for women in developing countries and countries in
transition.

The principle of “‘Women’s rights are human rights’ must, therefore, become a reality,
beyond its being enshrined in international documents such as the Beijing Platform for
Action.

International cooperation is necessary to defend and safeguard women's human rights.
This is of special importance to stop the trafficking in women and children and minors.

Women and conflicts
Women are particularly vulnerable in time of war. SIW should take action to promote
world peace and social democracy, both factors of development.
SIW calls for the strengthening of the vital role of women to reduce armed conflicts
and the broad victimisation of citizens, particularly of women and children and minors.
SIW calls for action to grant women'’s participation on an equal footing in
disarmament so that the limited world resources can be transferred to constructive aims
such as human welfare and development.

Women and sustainable development

The most disadvantaged population in the world today are poor rural women who are the
last to benefit from economic growth, technological advancement and development
processes. Almost everywhere in developing countries women'’s labour force remains the
main asset for rural development. Yet this fact remains unvalued and unrecognised. We
need to raise consistent global awareness of rural women's struggle against hunger,
poverty and environmental deterioration. Women'’s empowerment and autonomy are
essential for eradicating poverty. Women should be brought into the mainstream of
development as an active participant in the planning, implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of development processes, not just passive recipients of programmes.

SIW calls for action to ensure that the World Food Summit in Rome from 13-17
November 1996 issues a public commitment to implement measures to eliminate hunger
by ensuring access for all and at all times to the food required for a healthy life, but
especially for women, who are the poorest of the world’s population.

SIW calls for action to implement the Desertification Convention which will especially
support women in those areas and which is crucial for their survival.

SIW calls for the strengthening of the important role of women as teachers, as
producers and consumers of nature and the environment and calls for the equal
participation of women in all decision-making bodies in order to contribute to a safer
environment.

Women and power-sharing

Gender inequality is a universal problem. It pervades all aspects of society - family,
education, economics, religion and politics. Socialisation and negative stereotyping of
women reinforce the tendency for decision-making to remain the domain of men.

Equal participation of women and men is reflective of a society’s level of democracy.
Real democracy, however, is not limited to equal participation in political decision-
making. Democracy should be a way of life and must start in family structures. Decsision-
making in families must be challenged to pave the way for women’s equal participation
in society including politics.

In political structures, equality should be promoted in all activities and policies at all
levels and not be restricted to specific measures. Furthermore women must have a
decisive input in the design and implementation of policies. SIW will go on developing
strategies to address existing imbalances. In this respect quota for women remain an
important means to achieve true equality.
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Women and the economy
SIW calls for action to meet the challenges facing women throughout the world, whether
they be in industrialised countries, countries in the process of transition to democracy or
in developing countries. Emphasis should be placed on the need for sustainable growth,
a just economic order, an active role played by the state, a social market economy and an
extensive public sector, in order to overcome discrimination and inequality and to achieve
a more equal redistribution of income with equal access to education, healthcare and
housing.
SIW commits itself to raising women'’s awareness of
the need to develop efficient means to oppose
economic forces which advance neo-liberal policies
affecting women in particular.
SIW calls for equal access of all women to
employment which guarantees an adequate income,
and calls for a worldwide campaign for equal pay for
equal work and for work of equal value.
SIW calls for measures to strengthen the economic
position of women, promoting commercial networks,
and access to modern technology and credit schemes.
SIW calls for enactment and implementation of
programs that will advance equality for rural women
and for women in the informal sector, including
ratification of UN conventions.
In view of the challenges posed by both modern-day
global trade and the information society, SIW calls for
a conference on ‘The role and effects on women of
the worldwide communication society’.
SIW welcomes the outcome of HABITAT Il and calls
for action to grant women’s participation on an equal
footing in urban and rural development and town planning, so as to integrate women's
experience in all development and housing programmes.

SIW calls on its member organisations to work for the fulfilment of the Action
Programme.

RESOLUTION

The rights of women in the Mediterranean region

Socialist International Women,

sharing the common position adopted by the UN Fourth World Conference on
Women, which states that ‘the human rights of women are an inalienable, integral and
indivisible part of fundamental human rights and must be recognised and safeguarded
throughout the world in all communities’, without any exceptions based on ethnicity,
geography, culture, religion etc;

convinced that women and women’s movements must play a decisive role for peace
and security in the economic and civil development of the Mediterranean area;

preoccupied by the fact that ethnic, religious and social conflicts currently taking place
in a number of countries in this region particularly affect women, women'’s movements,
humanitarian associations and those which assist dispossessed women and the victims of
violence;

denouncing, in particular, the fact that in Algeria these difficulties are compounded by
the systematic persecution of women by terrorist groups through rape, torture,
kidnapping and murder and the persecution of women as citizens - through the lack of
democracy, the existence of authoritarian codes and laws that diminish women, denying
their right to self-expression, to the enjoyment of their plural languages and cultures, as
well as their right to freedom of information, through the institutionalised censorship of
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the media; believes

e in the need to fight for peace, for dialogue between states, citizens and civilisations, to
fight any violation or denial of citizens’ rights and the division of the population of
the two shores of the Mediterranean into first and second class citizens;

e that the recognition of rights of citizenship for women of foreign nationality who have
emigrated to European countries is crucial in order to efficiently defend women’s
rights on the Mediterranean’s southern shores;

e that making and strengthening contacts between
women’s organisations in Mediterranean
countries is crucial in order to promote both the
development of civil society and the
empowerment of women;

e that coordination, communication, information
and training are the foundations for cooperation
among women on the Mediterranean’s northern
and southern shores.

We ask that all signatories of the Euro-
mediterranean agreement undersign and/or ratify the
UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and also all
UN Human Rights Instruments and that of the
International Labour Organisation (ILO).

We ask national governments and the European Union

¢ to act politically and provide economic resources to
strengthen women’s organisations;

e to build a gender-sensitive viewpoint on problems
relating to development;

e to promote a strategy of cooperation enacted not only by governments but also by
women’s NGOs and other voluntary organisations.

DECLARATION

Beyond Beijing - new challenges

Socialist International Women has undertaken almost a century of activity during which,
with other women'’s movements, it has spearheaded the struggle for the advancement of
women and the progress of society. Wide and different steps have been taken since then,
moving away from the emancipatory view of the beginning of the century.

SIW’s first efforts were centred on gaining rights for women that men had already won,
in particular the right to vote; then its activity enlarged to cover a wide range of topics,
from reduction of working hours and working days to maternity leave and childcare
facilities, from campaigns against violence or in favour of disarmament to requests for
social recognition of private rights.

The claims of the affirmative action of the 1980s mark the move from a culture of
parity characterised by protective rules to a more advanced culture based on a strategy of
equal opportunities in all fields, with special attention to equal access to all economic and
political opportunities.

At the beginning of the third millennium new challenges are to be faced in a world
still heavily characterised by rising disparities between nations and within nations, the
most persistent of which being the disparity between genders; disparity which has been
the origin of the violence and discrimination whose victims have been women.

The new challenge for us is that of a global civil society, the democratic development
of which comes from a new awareness that this society is composed of women and men
who are equal and yet different. SIW recognises cultural diversity as a resource to be

Delegates from the Botswana
National Front
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respected, but it must in no way be used as a pretext for discrimination against women
and girls.

The Fourth World Conference on Women held last September in Beijing and the
contemporaneous Forum of NGOs in Huairou represent a milestone in this challenge. SIW
expects the series of UN Women's Conferences to continue and expects the UN General
Assembly to decide where the UN Women's Conference in the year 2000 will take place.
The Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action mark a shift of extraordinary innovation
and relevance in affirming that:

o gender diversity is a resource which has to be recognised as a base on which to start
building people-centred development;

* the empowerment and autonomy of women is essential for the achievement of both
transparent and accountable government and administration;

» the women's perspective has to be incorporated at all levels of decision-making,
providing new perspectives on mainstream political issues.

In redefining our paradigm of socialist women for the third millennium, these three
principles will constitute our foundation.

EMERGENCY RESOLUTION

Women in Burma

The National League for Democracy in Burma, led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won the free and
fair multi-party general elections overwhelmingly in May 1990 with 80 per cent of the
votes and more than 80 per cent of MPs. However, the State Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) still refuses to transfer power to the legitimate winners of the Burmese
people’s mandate, and are preparing for new elections which are equally unacceptable.

Burmese women have taken an active part in politics
since the beginning of this century, in the nationalist
movement and in the uprising in 1988 calling for
democracy. Girl students held flags at the front of
demonstrations, openly facing the bayonets and
automatic gunfire. Many of them were killed and
hundreds were arrested. More pro-democracy women
activists have been arrested since, some have been
released, other remain imprisoned. Torture and ill-
treatment are routine in Burma. Amnesty
International has declared Ma Thida, a medical doctor
and writer, and San San Nwe, another writer and NLD
Central Committee member as women prisoners of
conscience.

Widespread sexual abuse and sexual slavery is
committed by SLORC soldiers and commanders. Such
violations and injustices are widespread in the areas
controlled by SLORC troops. Local women, regardless
of age and marital status are frequently summoned by
SLORC commanders for ‘questioning’ and are raped at
gunpoint. Husbands and even chlldren are sometimes forced to watch. Rape is perpetrated
not only against the women but is used to intimidate husbands, families and
communities.

Between 400,000 and 500,000 persons in Burma are reported to be HIV positive. About
50,000 Burmese women and children have been forced to work as prostitutes in Thailand.
The young victims are sold into prostitution for US$ 560 each. The police in Burma and
Thailand are heavily involved in this racket.

Over 100,000 Burmese refugees have fled to Thailand near the border with Burma to
escape the fighting between armed rebels and SLORC troops and to avoid being forced




into becoming porters for SLORC. At least half of them are women. The refugees face

many hardships in the border areas.

About a million Burmese, over half of whom are women, have been forced to leave

their home under the SLORC’s forced-
relocation schemes, due to military
offensives or the construction of roads,
railways, hotels or other infra-structures.
They have received no compensation and no
suitable alternative sites on which to build
new homes.

SIW calls on the SLORC regime to begin
substantive meaningful dialogue with the
democratic forces led by Aung San Suu Kyi
and representatives of ethnic minorities and
SIW strongly urges the military junta to hand
over power to the NLD, the legitimate
winners of the May 1990 elections.

SIW urges SLORC to release immediately
and unconditionally all political prisoners
whose only ‘crime’ has been a limited
exercise of freedom of expression, association
and assembly.

SIW strongly condemns the rapes
routinely perpetrated against Burmese
women by SLORC soldiers and also SLORC'’s
cynical use of rape as a tool in their
campaign of subjugation ad oppression of
the civilian population which constitute a
blatant violation of human rights.

SIW calls upon the United Nations,
governments and humanitarian agencies to
do their utmost to prevent the trafficking in
Burmese women to Thailand.

SIW calls upon SLORC to refrain from
practices which make people flee to
neighbouring countries and calls for
assistance for the refugees in the border
areas.

SIW urges SLORC to end its policy of
forced-relocation and to provide assistance to
those who are suffering misery and hardship
as a result of this policy.

SIW resolves to send another mission to
Burma to look for practical ways of assisting
the women of Burma and to contribute

towards finding solutions to the problems they face.
SIW calls upon the ASEAN and other states to suspend trade relations with the regime

until democracy is restored in Burma.
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SIW Executive Committee elected at XVI

Conference of Socialist International Women

President

Audrey McLaughlin Canada, New Democratic Party, NDP/NPD

Regional Vice-Presidents

North America

Christine Riddiough USA, Democratic Socialists of America, DSA

Central America & The Caribbean

Sofia Leonor Sanchez Baret Dominican Republic, Dominican Revolutionary
Party, PRD

South America-North

Ixora Rojas Venezuela, Democratic Action, AD

South America-Central

Ligia Doutel De Andrade  Brazil, Democratic Labour Party, PDT

South America-South '

Maria Del Carmen Vifias  Argentina, Popular Socialist Party, PSP

Europe-North

Helle Degn Denmark, Social Democratic Party
Europe anglophone

Brenda Etchells Great Britain, The Labour Party
Benelux & France

Sharon Dijksma The Netherlands, Labour Party, PvdA
Europe-Central

Lissy Groner Germany, Social Democratic Party, SPD
Europe-South

Pia Locatelli Italy, Italian Socialists, SI
Mediterranean Area

Anna Karamanou Greece, Panhellenic Socialist Movement, PASOK
Middle East

Ester Levanon-Mordoch Israel, United Workers’ Party of Israel, MAPAM
Africa-North

Emna Aouij Tunisia, Constitutional Democratic Assembly, RCD
Africa

Aminata Mbengue Ndiaye Senegal, Socialist Party, PS

Asia

Shigeko Mieno Japan, Social Democratic Party, Japan

South Pacific

Margaret Reynolds Australia, Labor Party, ALP

General Secretary

Marléne Haas The Netherlands, Labour Party, PvdA
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ALBANIA

Election concern

The Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
withdrew its observers from
Albania shortly before the
local elections on 20 October,
when the government of
President Sali Berisha sought
to limit OSCE monitoring of
the voting.

The Social Democratic Party,
PSD, which is now a full
member party of the Socialist
International, had described
these elections as ‘crucial and
decisive for future democratic
developments in Albania’,
stressing that ‘the
unsatisfactory legal and real
preconditions created by the
Albanian authorities, which do
not assure the needed
guarantees for free and fair
local elections, make necessary
the presence of foreign
observers’.

Official results of the local
poll gave 52 per cent of votes
and control of most town halls
to President Berisha’s
Democratic Party, while, of the
opposition parties, the Socialist
Party had 32 per cent and the
Social Democrats and
Democratic Alliance 3.3 per
cent.

International observers
remaining in the country
described the poll as
characterised by irregularities,
but on a smaller scale than in
the national elections held in
May, which were marred by
major irregularities,
harassment and repression of
opposition parties.

ALGERIA

FFS urges ‘no’ vote in
referendum

The Socialist Forces Front, FFS,
has strongly criticised the plans
for constitutional reform to be
put to a referendum in Algeria

on 28 November. It called on its
supporters to vote against the
proposed new constitution
which gives greatly increased
powers to the president,
granting him a virtual veto on
legislation, the right to appoint
one third of deputies in a new
upper house of parliament and
to legislate by decree when
parliament is not in session. The
proposed constitution also
outlaws all religiously or
regionally oriented political
parties. The FFS described the
proposals as formalising
dictatorship.

ARMENIA

Flawed poll

The Socialist International
expressed its support for the
demands of the ARF Armenian
Socialist Party, which has
become an observer party the
SI, and other opposition forces
for a recount of the ballots cast
in the presidential elections

held on 22 September. The
incumbent Levon Ter Petrossion
claimed 52 per cent of the votes
cast and a first-round victory
over Vazgen Manukian, a
former vice-president, whose
candidature was supported by
an opposition alliance including
the Armenian Socialist Party,
which has been banned from all
political participation since
1995. The OSCE and many
other observers said the poll
was gravely defective.

According to government
officials 59 people were
wounded during the poll and
eight arrested. Diplomats and
opposition leaders said more
than 200 were detained and
many beaten in jail.

AUSTRIA

First Euro-elections

In the first elections for Austria’s
21 seats in the European
Parliament held on 13 October,
the Social Democratic Party,
SPOe, won 29.2 per cent of votes
and six seats, while its national
coalition partner, the Austrian
People’s Party, OeVP, took 29.6
per cent and seven seats.

The far-right Freedom Party
lead by Jorg Haider, which
campaigned against European
Monetary Union, increased its
share of the vote to win 27.6 per
cent of votes - 5.7 points more
than in the general election of
December 1995 - and six seats,
while one seat went to the
Greens and one to the Liberal
Forum. In an election on the
same day, the SPOe retained its
leading place in Vienna City
Council, whilst losing its
absolute majority.
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BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

Crucial polls

Municipal elections in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, originally due
on 14 September and seen as a
chance of rebuilding the multi-
ethnic communities which
existed in the country before the
fighting which started in 1992,
have been postponed for a
second time. They will now be
held in 1997.

The general elections held on
14 September gave victory to the
ruling nationalist parties and the
incumbent president, Alija
Izbetbegovic, will chair the new
three-person presidency. He won
730,592 votes against his Serb
rival Momcilo Krajsnik’s 690,646
and the 330,477 which went to
the Croat candidate Kresmir
Zubak.

In the Parliamentary Assembly
28 members were elected from
the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and 14 from the
Republika Srpska. In the
Federation, the Party of
Democratic Action of Izetbegovic
took 16 seats, the Croat
Democratic Union 8 and the
Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina
2, while the United List of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, a multi-ethnic
list including the Social
Democratic Party of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, SDP BiH, the SI's
new observer party, and the
Union of Bosnian Social
Democrats, UBSD, won two seats.

The United List also gained
representation in the separate
legislatures elected for the
Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and for the
Republika Srpska. Its candidates
won 11 of the 140 seats in the
House of Representatives of the
Federation, where the dominant
party is also the Party of
Democratic Action, and two of
the 83 seats of the National
Assembly of the Republika
Srpska.
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BULGARIA

UDF set to gain presidency

Petar Stoyanov, candidate of the
opposition coalition, the Union
of Democratic Forces, UDF,
gained the most votes in the
first round of presidential
elections held on 28 October
and looked set to win the run-
off held between the two
leading candidates on 3
November. He beat his closest
challenger, Ivan Marazov, the
candidate of the governing
Bulgarian Socialist Party, BSP.

The small Bulgarian Social
Democratic Party, BSDP, the SI's
member party, had given its
support to Marazov.

CANADA

NDP wins Yukon

The New Democratic Party,
NDP/NPD, of Canada won 11 of
the 17 seas in the legislature of
Yukon in elections on 30
September, taking over
government from the incumbent
Yukon Party. NPD/NPD
governments also control the
provinces of British Columbia
and Saskatchewan.

CHILE SR

Success for SI parties

The Concertacién por la
Democracia, a coalition of the
Social Democratic Radical Party,
PRSD, the Socialist Party, PS, the
Party for Democracy, PPD, (all
SI members) and the Christian
Democratic Party, PDC, which
has been governing Chile since
1990, won a decisive victory in
the municipal elections held on
27 October, gaining 56.13 per
cent of the 6.8 million votes

cast, while the main opposition
right-wing Union for Chile
took 32.47 per cent.

CZECH REPUBLIC

Social Democrats are powerful
opposition

Since the general elections
held in May of this year, Milos
Zeman, leader of the Czech
Social Democratic Party, CSSD,
is speaker of the Czech
parliament and his party a
powerful opposition force on
which the minority
government led by Prime
Minister Vaclav Klaus must
rely for support.

The CSSD has 61 of the 200
parliamentary seats and the
ruling Civic Democratic Party
68.

Milos Zeman
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CYPRUS :

Diplomatic efforts follow deaths

The deaths of five people during
the summer and early autumn in
shootings in and around the
buffer zone which separates the
Greek-speaking and Turkish-
speaking parts of Nicosia have
given added urgency to
international efforts by the
United Nations, the European
Union and the US administration
to find a settlement of the
Cyprus problem. The northern
part of the island constituted
itself into a separate republic in
1974.

Costas Simitis, the Greek
prime minister and leader of
PASOK, on a visit to the island in
October pledged Greece's aid to
restore the ‘territorial integrity’
of Cyprus.

Following the general
elections held in May of this
year, the EDEK Socialist Party
continues as part of the
opposition to the conservative
governing coalition.

DOMINICAN REP.

PRD fears for parliament

José Francisco Pefna Gémez,
leader of the Dominican
Revolutionary Party, PRD, has

warned against the danger of
the government of President
Leonel Fernandez closing the
legislature.

Fernandez, of the centrist
National Liberation Party, is in
power since winning the
second round of presidential
elections held last June, as a
result of a deal with the
outgoing President Joaquin
Balaguer, after Pefia Gémez had
won the most votes in the first
round. Pefia was also widely
credited with having been the
moral victor in the 1994
presidential elections whose
results were widely regarded as
fraudulent.

The PRD, which has a
majority in the Chamber of
Deputies and controls half of
the country’s municipal
councils, had called for positive
cooperation between
government and opposition.

FINLAND

European and local elections

The Finnish Social Democratic
Party, SDP, won 24.5 per cent of
the vote in the local elections on
20 October and beat the Centre
Party, with 21.8 per cent into
second place. The Conservatives
took 21.6 per cent and the Left
Alliance 10.4 per cent.

In polls on the same day to
elect for the first time the
country’s members in the
European Parliament, the Centre
Party won 24.4 per cent to the
SDP’s 21.5, with the
Conservative Party winning 20.2
per cent. Each of the three
parties gained four of the 16
seats allotted to Finland in the
European Parliament, with two
going to the Left Alliance and
one each to the Greens and the
Swedish Party.

GREAT BRITAIN

Labour’s ‘Road to the
Manifesto’

Members of the British Labour
Party, led by Tony Blair, gave
overwhelming support in a vote
in October on the policy
document The Road to the
Manifesto.

The document pledges to
improve educational and health-
care standards, punish persistent
young offenders promptly, fight
crime more effectively and
create new jobs for under-25-
year-olds, and to ensure low
inflation and interest rates by
placing severe limits on
government spending.

Labour is also committed to
setting a minimum wage and to
putting aside the Conservative
government’s boycott of the
Social Chapter of the Maastricht
Treaty -of the European Union.
The document anticipates the
general elections which must
take place by mid-1997.

At the party’s conference in
Blackpool in October Labour
members received messages of
strong support from fellow
European socialists including
Prime Ministers Wim Kok of the
Netherlands and Anténio
Guterres of Portugal and
Chancellor Franz Vrantizky of
Austria.
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PASOK victory

General elections held on 22
September resulted in a victory
for the governing Panhellenic
Socialist Movement, PASOK,
which gained 41.49 per cent of
the 6.8 million votes cast and
162 seats in the 300-seat
parliament. The conservative
New Democracy won 38.12 per
cent and 108 seats. The
Communist Party, KKE, won
5.61 per cent and 11 seats, the
Coalition of the Left ten and
the Democratic Social
Movement nine.

Prime Minister Costas Simitis
commented,' The message is
that the Greeks want to chart a
new course. They want a Greece
that carries weight and has a
voice in international affairs’.
Earlier this year Simitis
succeeded the late Andreas
Papandreou as prime minister
and later as leader of PASOK.

Left in government

The United Front coalition
government led by Prime
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda of

Janata Dal, a new observer party
of the Socialist International, in
office since June, is prioritising
questions of social justice,
particularly for women and
members of lower castes, and
regional devolution. A new law
will guarantee one-third of
parliamentary seats for women.
The UF programme combines
increased investment in the
public sector with a
commitment to fiscal prudence.

ISRAEL

No result in Hebron talks

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu, in office since the
narrow victory of the right-wing
Likud party in the general
election of May 1996, met the
president of the Palestinian
Authority, Yasser Arafat, for the
first time on 4 September and
again at a summit meeting
convened by President Clinton
in Washington on 1 October
and also attended by King
Hussein of Jordan.

Talks between Israeli and
Palestinian representatives on
Israeli withdrawal from the
West-Bank town of Hebron, in
accordance with the Oslo peace
accords, resumed in September
and continued in October, but
without agreement.

The Israel Labour Party and
Mapam, now in opposition,
have called for more progress in
the implementation of the Oslo
agreements negotiated by the
previous, Labour-led,
government.

Labour Leader Shimon Peres,
who confirmed in September
that he would not be a
candidate for prime minister at
the next elections in 2000,
pledged his undiminished
commitment to working for
peace in the Middle East and
has maintained an intensive
programme of contacts with
Palestinian and other Arab
leaders.

H.D. Deve
Gowda

Shimon Peres

AP Photo-AFP

Costas
Simitis



‘Olive Tree’
success
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ITALY

Commitment to EMU

Compliance with the
convergence criteria for
European Monetary Union is
central to the policies of the
‘Olive Tree’ coalition
government (see 1/96, page 58),

headed by Prime Minister
Romano Prodi and including
nine ministers of the Democratic
Party of the Left, PDS. Reform of
the political system, which
cannot take place without the
cooperation of the opposition
led by the former prime
minister, Silvio Berlusconi, is the
other major challenge facing the

centre-left government.

JAPAN

New government

The Social Democratic Party, SDP,
of Japan, which had been in
coalition government with the
Liberal Democratic Party, LDP, and
the New Harbinger Party, won 15
of the 500 seats in the 20 October
elections for the lower house of
parliament, down from the 30 it
previously held.(It retains the
largest number of seats in the
Upper House whose members were
not up for election this time.)

The Liberal Democrats
meanwhile increased their seats to
239, while the New Frontier Party
won 156 seats, the Democratic
Party (recently established by
some SDP members, among
others) 52 seats and the
Communist Party 26.

Having declined to take part in
a new coalition government, the
SDP is likely to give its
parliamentary support to the
Liberal Democrats, who have
formed a single-party
administration.

LEBANON

General elections

Walid Jumblatt, leader of the
Progressive Socialist Party, PSP,
emerged as the head of the third
largest bloc in parliament after
the general elections held over
four dates in August and
September. The bloc did well in
the Chouf constituency in
Mount Lebanon and in nearby
Aley, and counts eléven
parliamentarians.

The two larger blocs, each
with 20 members, are headed by
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri (who
stood for parliament for the first
time) and by Nabih Berri, leader
of Amal, while the
parliamentary representation of
Hizbollah and its allies was
reduced from 12 to nine.
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Hostilities continue in the
Israeli-controlled southern zone
of Lebanon between Hizbollah
guerrillas and forces under Israeli
command. Hariri has said that
he would disarm Hizbollah if
Israel were to withdraw from
Lebanese territory.

LITHUANIA :

First round of voting

Following the first round of
general elections held on 20
October, the Lithuanian Social
Democratic Party, LSDP, looked
set to increase its seats in the
legislature. The
conservative/nationalist
Lithuanian Homeland Union
was heading the poll, with a
much reduced vote for the
outgoing government party, the
Lithuanian Democratic Labour
Party, LDLP. About half the seats
were allocated in this round with
a further round of voting due to
take place on 10 November.
Earlier this year, the LSDP
celebrated its centenary congress.
It was established illegally in
1896, initially legalised only
from 1919 to 1936 and, after a
period of activity in exile,
legalised once more in 1989.
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MALTA

Labour takes power

Alfred Sant, leader of the Malta
Labour Party, became prime
minister after the party’s victory
in the elections of 26 October.
Labour won 50.7 per cent of the
vote and 35 seats, against the 47
per cent and 34 seats gained by
the Nationalist Party of the
former Prime Minister Eddie
Fenech Adami.

Labour campaigned on a
platform of safeguarding social
benefits alongside economic
modernisation and efficiency,
and on its pledge to scrap
Malta’s application to join the
European Union and to
withdraw from NATO'’s
Partnership for Peace, in favour
of neutrality on the Swiss model.

MEXICO

PRI National Assembly

At its XVII National Assembly
on 21-23 September, the
governing Institutional
Revolutionary Party, PRI, which
is now a consultative party of
the Socialist International,
reviewed its declaration of
principles, committing the party
to a ‘revolutionary nationalism’
which would be ‘compatible
with globalisation’, to a
somewhat more sceptical
approach on economic
liberalisation, and to
‘democracy, sovereignty and
social justice’. It also moved to
limit candidates for president
and governor to PRI members of
10 years’ standing who had
previously held elected office,
and to oppose the privatisation
of the country’s petrochemical
plants.

State election

In elections on 6 October for the
legislature of the State of
Guerrero - site of recent conflict
between government forces and
an indigenous guerrilla - the PRI
gained 30 seats (down from 32),
while the Party of Democratic
Revolution, PRD, which has
become a full member party of
the SI, won 12 seats (previously
8). The right-wing National
Action Party, PAN, was in third
place.

MONGOLIA

Social Democrats in government

‘We have a heavy task on our
shoulders but we are happy that
the task is on us,’
Radnaasumberel Gonchigdor;j,
the Social Democratic leader,
said after the Democratic Union
of Mongolia, a coalition of the
Mongolian Social Democratic
Party, MSDP, and the
Mongolian National Democratic
Party, MNDP, won a decisive
victory in the general elections
last June, defeating the former
communist Mongolian People’s
Revolutionary Party.

Gonchigdorj is now
president of the Great Hural,
the parliament of Mongolia,
and the MSDP, which has 13 of
the 76 parliamentary seats, has
three ministers in the coalition
goverment led by M
Enkhsaikhan of the MNDP: Ch.
Lkhagvajav (education and
culture), L Zorig (health and
welfare) and Ts. Adyasuren
(nature and environment).

The Democratic Union
government is committed to
investment in what the MSDP
has described as ‘the
infrastructures required for an
open society’.

LSDP Leader
Aloyzas
Sakalas
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MOROCCO

Referendum

The Socialist Union of Popular
Forces, USFP, called for its
supporters to vote in favour of
constitutional reforms in the
referendum held on 13
September. There was an 83 per
cent turnout of voters who
approved the reforms by 99.56
per cent, despite a call for
abstention by Islamic
fundamentalist groups.

Under the proposed reforms
all members of the House of
Representatives will be directly
elected (at present two-thirds
are directly elected, while the
remainder are ‘indirectly’ drawn
from professional bodies).
Representatives of local
government and professional
bodies will meanwhile form a
new, second parliamentary
chamber, the House of
Counsellors.

Elections to the new
parliament are likely to be
called by mid-1997.

NEW ZEALAND

Labour gain under new system

New Zealanders went to the

polls on October 12 for the first
time under a new, proportional
representation system. The New

Zealand Labour Party, NZLP, led
by Helen Clark, won 37 seats,
while the conservative National
Party of Prime Minister Jim
Bolger - in government for the
past six years - took 44 seats,
New Zealand First 17 seats, the
Alliance 13 seats, ACT New
Zealand 8 seats and United New
Zealand one seat. The NZLP
vote far outstripped recent
opinion polls.

With the left-wing Alliance
likely to support Labour and
ACT and United New Zealand
on the right, the support of
New Zealand First, led by
Winston Peters, a former
National cabinet minister, will
be crucial in allowing one of
the leading parties to form a
coalition government.

Parliament is due to resume
on 13 December.

NICARAGUA

Election results delayed

A delegation of the Socialist
International was in Nicaragua
to observe the presidential and
general elections held on 20
October. Alongside the
presidential poll, Nicaraguans
voted for a national parliament,
provincial and municipal
representatives and for the
country’s members of the
Central American Parliament.
The SI observers, whilst
congratulating the Nicaraguan
electorate on its massive option
for democracy, noted practical
deficiencies in the organisation
of voting and the serious
concerns expressed by
opposition parties. They called
on the Supreme Electoral
Council to assume its
responsibilities in investigating
reports of malpractice
surrounding the poll.
Subsequently the issuing of
official results was delayed, as
the main opposition Sandinista
Front for National Liberation,

FSLN, led by its presidential
candidate, Daniel Ortega,
together with other opposition
parties, cited irregularities in
the counting process and urged
election re-runs in the main
cities of Managua and
Matagalpa.

Preliminary results had
indicated a victory for Arnoldo
Alemaén, presidential candidate
of the conservative Liberal
Alliance, over Ortega.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Talks stall while violence
continues

Hopes for swift progress in the
all-party talks on the future of
Northern Ireland which opened
in June were tarnished in the
ensuing months by continuing
bomb attacks, criticism of police
action and violence. The talks
had opened without the
participation of Sinn Féin, the
party close to the Irish
Republican Army, excluded
because the IRA had not
reinstated the ceasefire it set
aside in February. Calling for
greater peace efforts to be made
by John Major, the British prime
minister, John Hume, the leader
of the Social Democratic and
Labour Party, SDLP, of Northern
Ireland, said, ‘Put into practice
in a serious way what you’ve
committed yourself to’.

The SDLP had taken second
place, with 21.37 per cent of the
votes, in the elections held prior
to the talks to an 110-member
all-party forum for the territory,
close behind the Ulster Unionist
Party with 24.17 per cent. The
Democratic Unionist Party of
Ian Paisley won 18.8 per cent
while Sinn Féin won 15.4 per
cent.
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NORWAY _

86 Jagland takes over as prime

minister

Thorbjern Jagland, leader of the
Norwegian Labour Party, DNA,
succeeded Gro Harlem
Brundtland as prime minister of
Norway on 25 September,
following her resignation.
Brundtland, first vice-president
of the SI, had led the country
from February to October 1981,
from 1986 to 1989 and from
1990. ‘I have the intention to
remain an active working
person’, she said.

Jagland has spent his political
career serving the Labour Party,
whose leader he has been for
. four years.

TERRITORIES UNDER
PALESTINIAN

AUTHORITY

International aid vital

Yasser Arafat, president of the
Palestinian Authority, whose
majority party, Fatah, recently
became an observer party of the
SI, visited several European
capitals before and after his
summit meeting on.1 October
in Washington with President
Clinton, Israeli Primme Minister
Netanyahu and King Hussein of
Jordan. He urged a greater
European Union role in the
Middle East peace process and
welcomed the Union’s decision
to appoint the Spanish diplomat
Miguel Angel Moratinos as its
special envoy to the region.
Meanwhile senior
representatives of the Authority
toured Europe seeking prompt
compliance with economic
assistance pledges and
commitments on future aid, as
the Authority faced a poor
economic situation, attributed
in part to the continuing
closures of the borders between

SOCIALIST NOTEBOOK

the Palestinian territories and
Israel.

Speaking after the
Washington summit, Arafat said
of the Israeli government “We are
insisting they implement
accurately and honestly what
has been agreed upon and what
was signed’.

PORTUGAL

PS gain in Azores

The Portuguese Socialist Party,
PS, won the largest number of
votes in the Azores for the first
time for 20 years in elections
held on 13 October - 45.8 per
cent to the 41 of the Social
Democratic Party, PSD. The
leader of the PS-Azores, Carlos
César, is to be the new head of
government in the autonomous
region. In elections held on the
same day in Madeira the PSD
retained its majority.

ROMANIA

Elections approach

The Social Democratic Union,
USD, established earlier this
year, held an Extraordinary
National Convention on 6
September to launch its
programme for the presidential
and general elections due to be
held in November.

The USD, which brings
together the Romanian Social
Democratic Party, PSDR, led by
Sergiu Cunescu, and the
Democratic Party, led by Petre
Roman - both now consultative
parties of the Socialist
International - achieved third
place and had 500 mayors
elected in June’s municipal poll.
It has good prospects in the
general elections.

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Si parties agree to cooperate

The Social Democratic Party of
Slovakia, SDSS, and the Party of
the Democratic Left, SDL, which
are both now full members of the
Socialist International, signed an
agreement in Bratislava on 5
September on political
cooperation for the realisation of
democratic socialist values. It
commits them to consult and
eventually form one force and to
cooperate as partners in
parliamentary, regional and local
elections.

TURKEY

CHP censures prime minister

The Republican People’s
Party,CHP, was among those who
tabled a motion of censure at the
beginning of October on Prime
Minister Necmettin Erbakan for
his faltering foreign policy which
had led to a point where ‘the
Republic of Turkey has never been
placed in such a humiliating
situation’.

Erbakan, leader of the Islamic
Refah party, has been prime
minister since June, in coalition
with the True Path Party, DYP,
whose leader, Tansu Ciller, is
foreign minister. The Refah/DYP
coalition replaced the shortlived
coalition of the DYP and the
Motherland Party, ANAP (see
1/96, page 62).
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‘Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre-
Dame, the Lion King and Mickey
Mouse are well known to Haitian

From ‘The Commonwealth’, newspaper of the

New Democratic Party in Saskatchewan, Canada.

‘Food should not be used as an instrument
for political and economic pressure. We
reaffirm the importance of international
cooperation and solidarity as well as the

necessity of refraining from unilateral
measures not in accordance with
international law and the Charter of the
United Nations and that endanger food
security.’

Declaration of the World Food Summit,
November 1996

workers. They have never seen them

on the big screen but they have been

relentlessly sewing clothes with their
pictures on.’

Free Labour World, journal of the
International Confederation of Free Trade
Unions, reports on the poor conditions
and low wages in Haitian factories
supplying the United States market.

‘The perpetrators of fraud most frequently -
reported by members of the public to the United
Kingdom'’s recently launched social security
fraud telephone ‘hotline’ are Peter Lilley, the
secretary of state for social security, and john
Major, the prime minister.’

Report in the International Herald Tribune
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I FELT IT MOVE!

European leaders hope for guldan'.e on Monetary Union. From ‘Le Monde’, Paris.
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